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Harlem’s pulse beats with 
reflection and resolve this week 
as the National Urban League’s 
2025 State of Black America re-
port declares a “State of Emer-
gency” for Black America. The 
report, unveiled in Cleveland, 
warns of sweeping rollbacks to 
civil rights, voting protections, 
and diversity initiatives un-
der the current administration. 
Urban League President Marc 
Morial calls for “vigilance, mo-
bilization, and solidarity,” urging 
communities to defend democra-
cy and equity. (see pg 3)

In somber news, Harlem 
mourns the loss of Malcolm-Ja-
mal Warner, beloved for his 
role as Theo Huxtable on The 
Cosby Show. Warner tragically 
drowned off the coast of Costa 
Rica at age 54. His legacy spans 
decades of television, music, 
and activism, remembered for 
his humility and cultural impact.
(see pg 12)

On Broadway, Harlem’s own 
LaTanya Richardson Jackson 
took her final bow in Purpose, 
Tony-winning play. Directed by 
Phylicia Rashad, the production 
explores Black legacy and radi-
calism. Judge Glenda Hatchett 
and other luminaries gathered 
to honor Richardson’s powerful 
performance as matriarch Clau-
dine Jasper, a role now passed to 
Brenda Pressley.(see pg 11)

Go to our website and sub-
scribe to our daily newsletter 
that will come direct to your 
email daily. It is free!.www.har-
lemcommunitynews.com.

        Pat Stevenson
Celebrating

31 years Publishing
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National Urban League Declares “State of Emergency” for 
Black America in 2025 Report

By Stacy M. Brown,
Black Press USA 

In its most urgent warn-
ing to date, the Nation-
al Urban League has 

declared a “state of emer-
gency” for democracy and 
civil rights in the United 
States. The organization’s 
49th annual State of Black 
America report, unveiled 
at its conference in Cleve-
land, Ohio, outlines what 
it describes as a deliberate, 
coordinated campaign to 
reverse decades of prog-
ress for Black Americans. 
“A democracy willing to 
destroy itself rather than de-
liver justice is a democracy 
in crisis,” the report states. 
“The work is difficult. The 
road is long,” National Ur-
ban League President Marc 
H. Morial added. “But we 
know from experience that 
the arc of history does not 
bend toward justice on its 
own—it must be bent by 
those with the strength and 
will to see it through.”

This year’s report, titled 
“State of Emergency: De-
mocracy, Civil Rights, and 
Progress Under Attack,” 
sounds the alarm over ef-
forts to dismantle civil 
rights protections, suppress 
voting access, and strip 
away diversity initiatives. 
“The notion that we are 
living through a ‘state of 
emergency’ is not rhetori-
cal flourish. It is an honest 
reckoning with a govern-
ment increasingly deter-
mined to sacrifice its found-
ing principles—equality, 
liberty, and justice—rather 
than accept the truth of a 
diversifying nation and de-
liver equitable opportunity 
to all,” Morial wrote in his 
foreword. Among the most 
pressing threats detailed in 
the report is the systemat-

ic rollback of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965.

“Almost daily, since 
January 20, 2025, the fed-
eral government, at the di-
rection of the White House, 
has set fire to policies and 
entire departments dedicat-
ed to protecting civil and 
human rights, providing ac-
cess to an equal education, 
fair housing, safe and effec-
tive healthcare, and ensur-
ing that our democratic pro-
cess is adhered to across the 
nation,” the report authors 
wrote. It also describes the 
radical transformation of 
the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice’s Civil Rights Division. 
“Under its new leadership, 
the Civil Rights Division 
has been hollowed out and 
repurposed, transforming 
from a guardian of justice 
into a tool for political ret-
ribution,” the report said. 
Within weeks of the new 
administration taking pow-
er, “cases against election 
deniers who’ve tampered 
with the election equipment 
were dismissed and January 
6th rioters were pardoned.”

The report also warns of 
a rise in digital extremism. 
“During the 2024 election 
cycle, accounts supporting 
progressive candidates also 
saw their accounts blocked 
and shadow-banned with-
out explanation,” the report 
documented. It calls this “a 
digital rollback of rights 
mirroring what’s happening 
in courts and legislatures.” 
Describing the coordinat-
ed backlash against diver-
sity, equity, and inclusion 
(DEI) efforts, the report 
stated: “Following the 
murder of George Floyd, 
far-right extremists seized 
an opportunity to stop the 
calls for racial equity by 
reframing the policies as 

‘woke’ and anti-American.” 
The American Alliance for 
Equal Rights, led by Ed-
ward Blum, “continued its 
assault on organizations 
with ‘unfair,’ ‘race-based’ 
diversity and equity pro-
grams.” In one high-profile 
case, the group sued the 
Fearless Fund, “forcing it 
to suspend its $20,000 grant 
program for women of col-
or entrepreneurs, claiming 
‘anti-white’ bias.”

The National Urban 
League’s response, detailed 
in the report, includes a 
broad campaign of legal 
challenges, advocacy, and 
community organizing. It 
has launched the Equitable 
Justice and Strategic Initia-
tives division, established 
the 21 Pillars for Public 
Safety framework, and co-
ordinated the Fair Budget 
Coalition to push for a “just 
and inclusive FY2026 fed-
eral budget.” The League 
also filed suit, alongside 
Lambda Legal and the 
NAACP Legal Defense 
Fund, challenging execu-
tive orders that target diver-
sity and equity. “This is not 
business as usual,” Morial 
said. “This is an emergency. 
The National Urban League 
urges vigilance, mobiliza-
tion, solidarity, and support. 
This year’s State of Black 
America is a call to action to 
stand together as we defend 
our rights and the principles 
of American democracy in 
our courts, our communi-
ties, and our coalitions.”

Contributors to the re-
port include civil rights 
leaders, attorneys, and 
elected officials such as 
Damon Hewitt, Kristen 
Clarke, Janai Nelson, La-
Tosha Brown, U.S. Repre-
sentatives Steven Horsford 
and Hakeem Jeffries, and 

others committed to de-
fending democracy. “We 
are witnessing something 
more than policy shifts. We 
are watching an attempt to 
turn back the clock to an era 
when the full humanity of 

all Americans was not rec-
ognized—when the idea of 
true equality was treated as 
a threat to the social order,” 
the report authors conclud-
ed. “What we face today 
is a deliberate, coordinated 

effort to deny the future of 
a more just and inclusive 
America.”

The full report, essays, 
and resources are available 
at www.stateofblackameri-
ca.org.
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS EXPRESSIONS

PONDER THIS! Touching is Illegal in New York State

As of June 5th, 
there is a new “No 
Touch” law in New 

York State. If you break this 
law, you could face some 
big fines. I know what 
you’re thinking,  did that 
and done that process of 
no touching when COVID 
came to town and social 
distancing was mandated.

The “No Touch-
ing” is about technology 
and  screens while driving, 
not  avoiding contact  with 
other human beings. The 
new law, also known as the 
hands-free law, makes it il-
legal to touch your phone 
or any other smart device 
when driving your vehicle. 

That means even if you 
are stopped in traffic or at 
a red light, you could get 
fined if you pick up your 
phone to look at directions 
or send a text.  The best and 
safest action would be to 
pull over, then pursue what-
ever is the most important 
messages or calls to take 
care of on your devices.

New York State, along 
with 30 other states in 
America, passed the new 
law back on June 5th, 2025.

In December 2001, 

Albany  banned handheld 
calls  while driving. Eight 
years later lawmakers add-
ed  texting, emailing, and 
scrolling. Today the first 
ticket runs $50 to $200, plus 
a $93 surcharge and five 
DMV points. A third strike 
within eighteen months can 
draw a fine as high as $450 
and raise insurance cover-
age.

That attempt to keep 
drivers from using devices 
while driving has not solved 
the ongoing dilemma of the 
distraction crisis.  NHTSA 
counted 3,275 deaths and 
nearly 325,000 injuries na-
tionwide last year that in-
volved a distracted driver.   
It has been reported that 
New York wrote more than 
90,000 tickets for electron-
icdevice violations in 2024.

I had a recent confron-

tation with the driver of 
the Access A Ride vehicle, 
in which I was travelling.  
He was consistently having 
conversations holding his 
cell phone.  Hard as I tried, 
my stress about his possible 
distraction of talking while 
driving made it necessary 
for me to confront him 
about it.  

His excuse was that he 
needed to get information, 
and his mounted phone 
holder was broken.  I told 
him the condition of his 
mounted holder was not 
my concern, but rather the 
possibility of his distraction 
while driving.  He decided 
to do the right thing – pull 
into a parking spot and han-
dle his business.

There are drivers who 
know the law and may still 
take the chance of making a 

call or texting while driving, 
holding the device. Do not 
feel that you must go along 
with whatever the driver of 
any car service wants to do 
behind the wheel.  If they 
are holding the cell phone 
or device in their hand 
while driving, the law is on 
your side.

Your destination is im-
portant; however, a dan-
gerous, haphazard journey 
is not what you are paying 
for.  Speak up before it is 
too late.  

[Hazel Rosetta Smith 
is a journalist, playwright, 
and artistic director of Help 
Somebody Theatrical Min-
istries.  Former  Managing 
Editor of the New York Bea-
con. Contact: misshazel@
twc.com and online www.
hazelrosettasmith.com]

By Hazel Rosetta Smith

Subscribe 
to

Harlem 
Daily 
Newsletter

Go to:
www.harlemcom-

munitynews.com

“It’s 
Free”

W Dental 706 St. Nicholas Ave. New York, New York 10031 

Open Monday – Friday 9:00 am to 5:30 pm
Call us today:  (212)939-9399

"Dental health, 
like success,

 is not a des
na
on
   but a con
nuous       
           journey"

Dr. George Williams
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July 25 @ 7:00 pm - August 22 @ 10:00 pm
Summer Music Series
Restoration Plaza 1368 Fulton Street West Plaza, Brooklyn, NY 11216, Brook-

lyn, NY, US. The Billie’s Music Series incorporates stellar artists from the neigh-
borhood and beyond.Welcome to the SummerFest Music Series!Come join us for 
a fantastic evening filled with music at Restoration Plaza. Get ready to groove to 
the soothing melodies and rhythms of talented musicians. 

Summer Music Festival presented by Billie holiday Theater

Brooklyn Events 
July 24, 8 AM–5 PM
Black Joy Film Fest at the Billie Holiday Theatre	
A celebration of Black culture through film.

July 25, 7–10 PM
Summer Music Series at the Billie Holiday Theatre
Free outdoor concert featuring local artists.

July 26, 11 AM–7 PM	
STooPS Art & Community Summer Festival	
Event being held at Decatur St. between Lewis & Stuyvesant Aves.	

    Interactive art, performances, and community building.

July 26, 1 PM – 7 PM 
Block Party & Art Crawl all along Stuyvesant Ave 
between Decatur & Lewis St
Annual community-driven block party and art crawl. Family-
friendly performances, DJs, workshops, healing stands, kids’ 
corner, vendors, and art installations on home stoops. Being held 
at Stuyvesant Ave & Decatur St, Brooklyn, NY 11233

July 28, starts at 9 AM
Concert in Fort Greene Park
Outdoor concert featuring music students from Brooklyn Music
School, part of the Artisan Market. Being held on Washington 
Park & Willoughby Ave entrance, Fort Greene Park

July 28, 4 PM – 6 PM
Downtown Brooklyn Presents: Pop-Up Beach Party
Free, family-friendly pop-up beach-themed party with reggae music
,sand art, badminton, photo booths. Being held at Albee Square, 
\Fulton & Bond Sts
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS OP EDITORIAL

Vol. 31   No. 30                 July 24, 2025

The Most Pro-Housing Administration in City History

Ask any young per-
son, senior citizen, 
or working-class 

New Yorker about the big-
gest issues facing our city and 
you’ll hear the same response: 
affordable housing. When our 
administration came into of-
fice, we were clear that our 
city could not afford to keep 
kicking the can down the road 
on housing; it was not enough 
to tinker around the edges of 
our housing crisis, and we 
could not pass the buck off to 
a future administration. We 
had to undertake ambitious 
initiatives to build hundreds 
of thousands of new homes as 
soon as possible — and that 
is exactly what we have done 
for three years.

From the Bronx to Staten 

Island, across every borough 
and neighborhood in New 
York City, our administration 
has created record amounts 
of affordable housing year 
after year. We passed the first 
citywide zoning reform in 60 
years to build a little more 
housing in every neighbor-
hood and advanced five am-
bitious neighborhood plans 
to scrap outdated zoning in 
neighborhoods like Jamaica 
and Bronx Metro North. Re-
zoning is the lever that moves 
the boulders of bureaucracy 
out of the way, especially 
when it comes to building 
new housing. That is why 
our rezoning strategy has 
been such a success, helping 
clear the way to create an in-
credible 130,000 new homes 
across the five boroughs — 
more than all the rezonings 
under the Bloomberg and de 
Blasio administrations com-
bined. 

Because of these historic 
efforts, we are proud to call 
ourselves the most pro-hous-
ing administration in city his-
tory.

But our administration is 
not going to rest on these ac-
complishments. We are con-

tinuing to commit ourselves 
to the fight for more hous-
ing on every block, in every 
neighborhood, and across ev-
ery borough.

This past week alone, we 
brought hundreds of new 
homes across the city clos-
er to reality. In Brownsville, 
we advanced our ambitious 
Brownsville Arts Center & 
Apartments project to create 
283 new homes and a 28,000 
square-foot state of the art 
cultural center. On the Lower 
East Side, we helped finance 
190 affordable rental apart-
ments for seniors with extra 
social services, outdoor spac-
es, and specialized amenities 
to support our older New 
Yorkers and help them remain 
in the city they have contrib-
uted so much to. And in Clin-
ton Hill, we announced the 
redevelopment of 103 sup-
portive and affordable homes 
that will help parents living 
with serious mental illness 
or substance use disorder re-
unite with their children and 
build their futures together.

But we didn’t stop there 
either. In East New York, 
we broke ground on the first 
phase of the “Innovative Ur-

ban Village,” which will cre-
ate over 2,000 new homes, 
build a fresh food grocery 
store, and deliver social ser-
vices, child care, and more. 
All of these projects are not 
just about creating new hous-
ing; they are about creating a 
holistic community that cares 
for and uplifts our fellow 
New Yorkers.

Previous administrations 
have talked about tackling 
our housing crisis, but our 
administration has gotten it 
done. These four projects are 
just the latest examples of the 
work we are doing every day 
to reach our moonshot goal of 
500,000 new homes for New 
Yorkers by 2032.

When it comes to build-
ing new housing, New York-
ers deserve nothing less than 
an administration that thinks 
outside the box and pursues 
every avenue and opportunity 
to build, redevelop, and con-
vert city spaces into homes. 
That is the more affordable 
city we are delivering, each 
and every day, as we continue 
to make New York City the 
best place to live and raise a 
family.

 

Advertise in Harlem Community Newspapers 
email today: 

harlemnewsinc@aol.com

By Mayor Eric Adams
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Home Buying in Harlem
Be Prepared to Buy Now

Sometimes the first step 
in a journey can be the 
most difficult to com-

plete. It is the same way with 
the home buying process. 
Just getting started can be 
painful and frightening. Most 
people do not know where to 
begin. How to get started? 
What steps are involved? 
How long will it take?

How much money will I 
need and so forth? Yes, the 
home buying process can 
be a daunting, complex, and 
confusing task.

But this process does not 
have to be so difficult because 
help is available through 
Harlem Congregations for 
Community Improvement, 
Inc. HCCI’s Home Buyer 
Education Workshop. This 
workshop will assist you in 
understanding the steps in-
volved in the home buying 
process. You will learn how 
to prepare for homeowner-
ship by creating a monthly 
household budget for manag-

ing your money, improving 
your credit, and establishing 
a team of home buying pro-
fessions to help you.

Once you start attending 
this workshop and gaining a 
better understanding of the 
entire home buying process, 
you will realize that is not as 
difficult as you initially imag-
ined. The housing counseling 
staff at HCCI will assist you 
every step of the way to re-
move as much of the doubt 
and eliminate the stress asso-
ciated with homeownership. 
Each step that you success-
fully complete in this pro-
cess will help you gain more 
confidence in realizing that 
you can make it all the way 
to achieving your dream of 
homeownership.

One of the most satisfying 
conversations I had this year 
was with a single mother re-
cently completing the home 
buying workshop. She told 
me with a great deal of ex-
citement on her face that now 
she honestly believed own-
ing a home was a possibili-
ty. She did not feel that way 
when starting the process, 
but now after completing the 
workshop she can see the fin-
ish line in sight! 

I thought what a mar-
velous testimony. Her fears 
were gone. The doubt was 

gone and all that remained 
was finding affordable prop-
erty. That in and of itself will 
be a challenge but at least 
now she knows becoming a 
homeowner is possible. This 
young woman now feels em-
powered through attending 
the home buyer workshop. 
She has the determination 
to complete what started as 
a dream several months ago. 
She has complete assurance 
in knowing homeownership 
is possible if you trust God 
to remove barriers and open 
the door. 

Remember what Jesus 
told His disciples in Matthew 
7:7, “Ask, and it shall be giv-
en, seek and you will find, 
knock and it will be opened 
to you.” There is power in 
prayer. God will provide ev-
erything needed to complete 
the task of homeownership. 
Go forth with the believe that  
you can achieve your goal. It 
will not be easy, but it can be 
done.

If you are interested in at-
tending the workshop or have 
questions regarding the home 
buying process, contact Rev. 
Dr. Charles Butler at (212) 
281 4887 ext. 231or email 
cbutler@hcci.org.

By Rev. Dr. Charles Butler

THE REPLACEMENT WINDOW 
AND DOOR EVENT

To get this offer, call to
schedule your FREE consultation.

PLUS
Your Entire Purchase1

$200 OFF

NO Money Down
NO Monthly Payments
NO Interest for 12 months1

PLUS

40%
OFF

BUY 1, GET 1

All Windows and Doors1

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 REQUIRED – INTEREST ACCRUES FROM THE PURCHASE DATE
BUT IS WAIVED IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS

TOLL
FREE 866-699-3305

Offer Ends AUGUST 31

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 8/31/2025. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four 
(4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 5/1/2025 and 8/31/2025. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $200 off your purchase, minimum purchase of 4 required, taken after 
initial discount(s), when you purchase by 8/31/2025. Subject to credit approval.12-month Promo Period: while no payments are due, interest accrues but is waived if the loan is paid in full before the Promo Period expires. Any unpaid balance owed after the Promo Period, plus 
accrued interest, will be paid in installments based on the terms disclosed in the customer’s loan agreement. Financing is provided by various � nancial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on 
purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License numbers available at renewalbyandersen.com/license. Some Renewal by Andersen locations 
are independently owned and operated. +2024 Andersen brand survey of U.S. homeowners. ‡Review aggregator survey of 5-star reviews among leading national full-service window replacement companies. January 2024 Reputation.com. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark 
of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2025 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA14301
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS CALENDAR

HARLEM CALENDAR OF COMMUNITY EVENTSHARLEM CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Phil Young Experience at Langston Hughes House, 20 W. 127th St 
Every Thursday - $20 Suggested Donation

July 24, 5 PM–7 PM
Summer Stage in Harlem – Gospel Night
Free gospel concert in the Summer Stage. Event to be held at ACP State Office 

Building Plaza, 163 W 125th St.

July 25,6 PM–7:30 PM
Jazz Series in Historic Harlem Parks
Free jazz concert series continuing through August. 
Event being held at St. Nicholas Park, James Baldwin Lawn.

July 25, 7 PM–8 PM
Sugar Hill Salon Park Concert
Free summer concert in the historic park setting.

July 27, 2 PM–4 PM
Harlem Meer Performance Festival – M.A.R. Quintet
Jazz quintet performance in the park’s summer concert series being held at 

Charles A. Dana Discovery Center, Harlem Meer 

July 31, 5 PM–7 PM
Summer Stage in Harlem – R&B Night
Free R&B night as part of the weekly summer concert series. Being held at 

ACP State Office Building Plaza, 163 W 125th St 

August 1, 6 PM–7:30 PM
Jazz Series in Historic Harlem Parks
Free concluding summer jazz concert at Jackie Robinson Park Bandshell.
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UniverSoul Circus Returns September 5th-28th at Roy Wilkins in Jamaica

Flying acrobats, gravi-
ty-defying stunts, fire 
breathers, stilt danc-

ers and the coolest clowns 
around! UniverSoul Circus 
returns to New York City 
with its new Rhythm of the 
World production from Fri-
day, Sept. 5, through Sun-
day, Sept. 28, under the big 
top tent at Roy Wilkins Park 
(Baisley Blvd. and Merrick 
Blvd. in Jamaica, Queens 
11434). The waitlist is now 
open at UniverSoulCircus.
com, offering early access 
to the best seats before they 
go on sale to the public on 
Friday, July 25, at 10 a.m.

Celebrating 31 years 
as one of America’s top 
family events, UniverSoul 
Circus brings together the 
best international perform-
ers in a high-energy, inter-
active spectacle featuring 
world-class talent, vibrant 

costumes and music from 
across the globe. Audienc-
es will experience a cul-
tural celebration filled with 
rhythm, soul and extraordi-
nary performances.

A family favorite with 
global appeal.

Rated as one of Tick-
etmaster’s “Top 10 Most 
Requested Family Events,” 
UniverSoul Circus has en-
tertained over 25 million 
people with its unique blend 
of circus arts, theater and 
live music. The show spans 
genres including R&B, Lat-
in, hip hop, jazz, gospel, 
pop and the infectious beats 
of world music. The diverse 
cast of performers, rep-
resenting five continents, 
promises to dazzle and en-
tertain with their acrobatic 
feats, comedic antics and 
cultural displays.

More than a perfor-
mance, UniverSoul is a 
shared experience – an ex-
hilarating, all-ages celebra-
tion where audiences from 
every background come to-
gether and feel like one big 
global family.

“Our Rhythm of the 
World production cele-
brates not only the world’s 
top circus performers, but 
also the unity of people 
from all walks of life. It’s 
a powerful reminder of the 
universal values of love, 
respect and togetherness,” 
said Cedric Walker, found-
er and CEO of UniverSoul 
Circus.

A beloved, bud-
get-friendly, interactive ex-
perience.

Described as “not your 
grandfather’s circus,” Uni-
verSoul is known for its 
engaging and interactive 

experience, where audience 
members of all ages become 
part of the show. Whether 
it’s participating in a game 
of Simon Says, showing 
off dance moves during the 
Swag Surf or joining the 
Soul Karaoke spotlight, the 
crowd is always in the spot-
light. Kids are invited to 
join Fresh the Clowns in the 
Big Top Kids Dance con-
test, while everyone enjoys 
the high-energy music and 
playful atmosphere.

YOU COULD  BE WINNING

WHILE READING THIS

Play today Winners drawn every  4 minutes,
now on the New York Lottery app.

Must be 21+ for Quick Draw where alcohol is served.
Gambling problem? Call 1-877-8-HOPENY or text HOPENY.
PlayResponsiblyNY.com

Get the App

   
 NYL_FY2025_OOP_Quick Draw Rebrand     *COMMUNITY PRINT
 Publications:  Harlem Community News 
 Agency Ad #:  NYL-JUL1009
 Insertion Date:  7/24 & 7/31   
  Size:   10” X 4.92”  
 Ink Name:  CMYK

10”

4.92”
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The Bowery Mission hosted its 9th “Inspiring Hope” Spring Benefit Lunch	   	
by Audrey J. Bernard, Society Editor

The Bowery Mis-
sion has been doing 
God’s work for over 

150 years. The beloved or-
ganization was established 
on New York City’s Low-
er East Side in the 1870s 
providing a safe haven of 
welcome, care, and healing 
to the underserved. The fa-
mous red doors are always 
open for a hot meal, a warm 
bed, and a genuine conver-
sation while welcoming a 
sense of home and family 
for those with nowhere to 
turn through the power of 
Jesus Christ. Each year the 
mission hosts the Inspiring 
Hope Spring Benefit Lunch 
to honor women from their 
residential programs whose 
transitional home has taken 
them from homelessness 
to independence. This year 
the mission celebrated the 
9th Inspiring Hope Benefit 
Lunch on Wednesday after-
noon, May 21, 2025, at the 
legendary Rainbow Room 
in Rockefeller Center host-
ed by Jeannie Gaffigan, 
Producer, writer, philan-
thropist, mother of five and 
New York Times best-sell-
ing author who was intro-

duced by her husband, actor 
Jim Gaffigan.

    The luncheon kicked 
off with a vibrant network-
ing reception followed by 
warm welcoming greetings 
from The Bowery Mission’s 
President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer, James Winans, 
who gave a brief talk about 
the important work of the 
organization’s programs, 
in particular, the Women’s 
Residential Programs and 
the successful impact it has 
had. During a delightful 
seated lunch with impecca-
ble service, guests enjoyed 
a video presentation featur-
ing the work of the mission 
followed by an intimate 
conversation facilitated  by 
Gaffigan, highlighting how 
they support women on a 
journey to a renewed sense 
of purpose from poverty to 
stability. Guests heard from 
special guest speakers from 
The Bowery Mission: Jac-
queline Soriano, Clinical 
Manager, Choose Help Pro-
grams; Summer Ellis, Cer-
tified Public Accountant, 
Retired, Board of Direc-
tors; and Funmi Adebayo, 
Clinical Supervisor, Wom-

en’s Residential Programs, 
whose powerful affirmation 
addressed the importance of 
being in the room. “...sup-
port from our broader com-
munity is so essential. The 
women see our faces every 
day, but when volunteers 
and supporters come in — 
who don’t have to be here 
but are choosing to show up 
— it sends a powerful mes-
sage: You matter.”

    Although the conver-
sations were thought-pro-
voking, engaging and in-
credibly inspiring, the final 
speaker, Edna Zuniga, 2016 
Graduate, The Bowery Mis-
sion Residential Programs 
for Women, delivered a 
phenomenally poignant 
Story of Hope. There was 
not a dry eye in the house 
as she explained her trans-
formation, which reflect-
ed on the care and healing 
she experienced while at 
The Bowery Mission. She 
is now enjoying new life 
and independence by God’s 
grace.  “At my lowest point, 
I was alone in a city that 
didn’t see me. But at The 
Bowery Mission, I wasn’t 
invisible anymore,” she 

stated. “Through morning 
prayer circles, group ses-
sions, and shared meals, 
I began to understand the 
power of the community.”

    After a thunderous 
ovation and fundraising 
moment, Winans returned 
to the stage and thanked 
Gaffigan for her support. 
“We are grateful for such 
a partner and friend who 
cares so deeply for The 
Bowery Mission communi-
ty,” expressed Winans. “We 
also celebrate Edna, who 
courageously shared her 
story and reflected on the 

care and healing she experi-
enced while at The Bowery 
Mission — and how she is 
enjoying new life and in-
dependence now by God’s 
grace.” He then thanked the 
guests. “With the help of 
our Residential Programs 
for Women, the help of 
friends like you, we raised 
more than $210,000 of crit-
ical funds for our programs 
for women. Donations will 
benefit women like Edna 
providing a caring and safe 
environment where they 
can experience God’s love 
and heal from past trau-

ma, overcome barriers to 
independence and achieve 
personal goals for life and 
work.” Many thanks to 
those who made this event 
possible! Philanthropic 
committee: Nannette Ad-
ams Hendel, Jeannie Gaf-
figan, Wilma H Jordan, 
Anna Lee-Winans, Pamela 
Leggett and Anonymous.  
Sponsors: KeyBank, J.F. 
Lehman & Company, MCU 
Foundation, and TP ICAP.  	
     

Photos by: 
FRAME Studios2025)

Rainbow Room

President & CEO, James Winans, 
welcoming guests to the event

(l-r): Edna Zuniga, Story of Hope (2016 Graduate, The Bowery Mis-
sion Residential Programs for Women), Jacqueline Soriano, Panelist 
(Clinical Manager, The Bowery Mission), Jeannie Gaffigan, Event Host 
(Producer, Writer, Philanthropist), Funmi Adebayo, Panelist (Clinical 
Supervisor, The Bowery Mission) and Summer Ellis, Panelist (Certified 
Public Accountant, Retired, Board of Directors, The Bowery Mission)

Jeannie Gaffigan (middle black floral dress) along 
with husband Jim Gaffigan and friends
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Judge Glenda Hatchett and others 
celebrate Latanya Richardson’s 
final performance in “Purpose”

Beloved televi-
sion personality, 
author, activist, 

women’s health advo-
cate and practicing at-
torney  Judge Glenda 
Hatchett  was in New 
York recently for a mini 
reunion with lifelong 
friend Latanya Richard-
son,  star of  Purpose  on 
Broadway. The get-to-
gether marked Richard-
son’s final performance 
in the critically acclaimed 
play, directed by  Phyli-
cia Rashad. Also in at-
tendance were  Samuel 
L. Jackson,  Smokey 
Robinson, Los Ange-
les Mayor  Karen Bass, 
and members of the 
cast. Currently gearing 
up for the new season 
of her eponymous court 
reality show,  The Ver-
dict with Judge Hatchett 
– produced by Byron Al-
len’s Allen Media Group 
Byron  –  Judge Hatchett 
is also  planning the fall 
leg of her popular and 
timely  Faith & Justice 
Tour, a series of free, 
church-based legal clin-
ics.

 

Judge Glenda Hatchett 
and Los Angeles Mayor 
Karen Bass

Latanya Richardson signs cap for lifelong friend      	
     Judge Glenda Hatchett

Lead support for the Festival Orchestra of Lincoln Center is provided by Renée and Robert Belfer  

Additional support is provided by Mitsui & Co. (U.S.A.), Inc., Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels Foundation, and Barbara H. Block 

Chamber, orchestral and classical programs supported by the Leon Levy Endowment Fund

MADE POSSIBLE BY

ALL TICKETS ARE  
CHOOSE-WHAT-YOU-PAY
LincolnCenter.org/FestivalOrchestra

JULY 19–AUGUST 9 

MAJOR SUPPORT BY

Judge Glenda Hatchett, Latanya Richardson, and	
     Samuel L. Jackson

Judge Glenda Hatchett, Latanya Richardson, and 
the Purpose cast at New York’s Helen Hayes Theater.
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“Malcolm-Jamal Warner, Beloved Star of The 
Cosby Show,” Dies at 54 By Stacy M. Brown, Black Press USA

Ma l c o l m - J a m a l 
Warner, the ac-
tor best known 

for his role as Theo Hux-
table on the groundbreak-
ing NBC sitcom The Cosby 
Show, has died at the age 
of 54. Warner reportedly 
drowned while on a family 
vacation in Costa Rica, ac-
cording to a family source 
cited by People magazine. 
His death was confirmed on 
Sunday, July 21. Warner’s 
sudden passing has stunned 
fans and colleagues alike. 
He is survived by his wife 
and daughter, whose identi-
ties have been kept private 
throughout his career. Au-
thorities in Costa Rica have 
not released additional de-
tails, but Warner’s death is 
being described as a tragic 
accident.

Warner became a 
household name in the 
1980s as the wisecrack-
ing middle child of Cliff 
and Clair Huxtable on 
The Cosby Show, one 
of the most successful 
and influential sitcoms 
in television history. His 
portrayal of Theo earned 
him an Emmy nomina-
tion and endeared him 
to millions of view-
ers during the show’s 
eight-season run from 
1984 to 1992. After The 
Cosby Show, Warner 
continued to build a di-
verse and acclaimed ca-
reer. He starred in the 
UPN sitcom Malcolm & 
Eddie from 1996 to 2000, 
and held recurring roles 
in numerous TV dramas 
and comedies, includ-

ing Major Crimes, Suits, 
Community, The Resi-
dent, Reed Between the 
Lines, Jeremiah, and 9-1-
1. He also voiced “The 
Producer” on the popu-
lar animated series The 
Magic School Bus and 
served as an executive 
producer on the show.

Warner’s talents ex-
tended well beyond act-
ing. In 2015, he won a 
Grammy Award for Best 
Traditional R&B Per-
formance for his work 
on the song “Jesus Chil-
dren” with Robert Glasp-
er Experiment and Lalah 
Hathaway. He was also 
a published poet, musi-
cian, and director, and in 
recent years had become 
an outspoken advocate 
for mental health, par-

ticularly in the Black 
community. Just days 
before his death, Warner 
released what would be 
his final episode of his 
podcast Not All Hood, 
a series focused on un-
packing generational 
trauma, wellness, and 
healing within marginal-
ized communities.

Fans and celebrities 
flooded social media on 
Sunday, expressing shock 
and heartbreak. One 
longtime fan, 43-year-
old Jalen Cooper of 
Washington, D.C., said, 
“He was more than Theo 
to us—he represented 
a generation of young 
Black men who finally 
saw themselves reflected 
on TV. His voice will be 
missed.” Warner’s endur-

ing presence in Ameri-
can pop culture spanned 
four decades, and he re-
mained active in film, 
television, music, and 
podcasting until his final 
days. As tributes contin-
ue to pour in from across 
the entertainment indus-
try and beyond, many are 
remembering Warner as 
a trailblazer who helped 

redefine Black manhood 
on screen. Actor and di-
rector Keegan-Michael 
Key posted simply, “Rest 
easy, King. You gave us 
more than you know.”

Warner’s family has 
asked for privacy during 
this time of grief. Funer-
al arrangements have not 
yet been made public.

MEMORIUM

We Go Beyond Routine
At every eye exam, we go beyond just checking 
your eyes. We provide the highest level of care and 
personalized attention. Our board-certified optom-
etrists are dedicated to providing unparalleled eye 
care by utilizing the latest technology to perform 
comprehensive eye exams. Your vision is unique, 
and so is our approach to caring for it. Schedule an 
appointment today and discover a world of clear 
vision and style at Cohen’s Fashion Optical.

We’ve Moved To

32 WEST 125TH STREET

-Comprehensive Eye Exams
-Contact Lenses
-Designer Eyewear
-Sunglasses
-We accept most insurance 
  and vision plans212-996-2676
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Black Americans Still Face Deep Retirement Gaps Despite 	
Higher Incomes By Stacy M. Brown, Black Press USA

A report from the 
Employee Ben-
efit Research In-

stitute shows that Black 
Americans continue to 
face serious challeng-
es in saving for retire-
ment, even as their in-
comes grow.

The 2025 Retire-
ment Confidence Sur-
vey, which included a 
special oversample of 
Black workers and re-
tirees, found that the 
wealth gap remains 
wide at every income 
level. Among house-
holds earning $75,000 
or more, only 33% of 
Black Americans re-
ported having $250,000 
or more in savings and 
investments, compared 
with 63% of non-Black 
Americans. Debt re-

mains a significant bar-
rier. 63% of higher-in-
come Black households 
said debt is a problem, 
while just 45% of non-
Black households at the 
same income level said 
the same. Nearly half 
of upper-income Black 
respondents said debt 
affects their ability to 
save or live comfort-
ably in retirement.

While many Black 
Americans expressed 
confidence managing 
day-to-day budgets, 
fewer felt prepared to 
invest or plan for the 
long term. The study 
showed that Black 
Americans with high-
er incomes were less 
likely to have per-
sonally saved for re-
tirement, 77%, com-

pared with 87% of 
non-Black Americans. 
Retirement experienc-
es also differed sharp-
ly. Forty-four percent 
of Black retirees said 
they retired earlier than 
planned because of a 
health problem or dis-
ability, compared with 
32% of non-Black re-
tirees. After leaving 
their main jobs, Black 
retirees were more like-
ly to work for pay to 
make ends meet, and 
more often said their 
retirement lifestyle was 
worse than expected. 
Access to financial 
advice and planning 
remains uneven. Just 
31% of Black respon-
dents reported currently 
working with a finan-
cial advisor, although 

nearly half expect to do 
so in the future. Black 
Americans were more 
likely to seek help with 
reducing debt, creating 
wills or estate plans, 
and arranging life in-
surance than simply 
determining if they had 
saved enough to retire.

Researchers Craig 
Copeland and Lisa Gre-
enwald wrote, “Black 
Americans reported 
disproportionately low-
er financial resources, 
and how they feel about 
retirement and finan-
cial security is clearly 
impacted by having 
less resources.” They 
continued, “In partic-
ular, Black retirees are 
struggling with higher 
likelihoods of their re-
tirement lifestyle being 

worse than expected 
and having to retire 
earlier than planned 
because of a health 
problem or disability.” 
“Still,” the researchers 
concluded, “there are 
some modifications in 
the financial system 
that could help improve 

their prospects, such 
as increased assistance 
in balancing compet-
ing financial priorities 
like debt reduction, 
supporting family, and 
building long-term sav-
ings.”

FINANCE

Transform your bath
with a walk-in tub
*Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. O�ers valid thru 7/31/25

855-549-3904
SCHEDULE A FREE
IN-HOME CONSULTATION © 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for 

AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not 
available in all areas and is subject to system limitations.

BIG WIRELESS 
COVERAGE, WITHOUT 
BIG WIRELESS COST.
Plans start at just $20/month.

833-331-0967
Switch & Save Today.
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  BECOME A GREETER
If you are a proud New Yorker, 

enjoy meeting people from around the world 
-and want to volunteer on your schedule- 
BIG APPLE GREETER IS FOR YOU!

To learn more, go to
BIGAPPLEGREETER.ORG

Tuesday P. Brooks

“I was a Greeter for many 
years in the 90’s, showing 
visitors Harlem. I am still 
friends with visitors from 
Australia and the UK, who I 
spent time with on a greet.”
 -Tuesday P. Brooks

Women Helping Women: The Role of Women Financial Planners
(Statepoint)

Women today 
control more 
money than 

ever before and are ex-
pected to inherit $30 
trillion in wealth over 
the next decade. As 
women reshape the fi-
nancial picture in the 
United States, demand 
will grow for financial 
planners who can bet-
ter meet their needs. 
One way to fulfill that 
demand? Bring more 
women into the finan-
cial services profes-
sion.

Here are several rea-
sons why now is the 
right time for women 
to get their CERTI-
FIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER® certifica-
tion.

Women are hitting 
roadblocks: Women 
are taking the financial 
reins in most house-
holds, with more than 
2 in 3 women serving 
as their household’s 
primary decision-mak-
er for investments. Yet 
many are hitting road-
blocks when it comes 
to their confidence in 
topics such as manag-
ing investments and 
creating diversified 
portfolios. Women fi-
nancial planners are 
uniquely qualified 
to help other women 
build knowledge in 
these areas and achieve 
their financial goals.

Women clientele 
value people over ma-
chines: Despite the rise 
of automated financial 

planning tools, 56% of 
women say a financial 
planner who provides a 
broad, comprehensive 
perspective and ex-
pertise is the resource 
they trust the most to 
help them meet their 
financial goals. More 
specifically, women 
clients seek empathetic 
financial planners who 
communicate complex 
concepts clearly and 
craft tailored solutions. 
Firms that want to stay 
competitive in today’s 
climate are focusing on 
attracting and retaining 
women planners, who 
research shows tend to 
excel in these very ar-
eas.

Support is here: 
Only 24% of CFP® 
professionals today 

are women, but CFP 
Board’s multi-faceted 
initiative, Accelerate 
& WIN, aims to boost 
these numbers while 
fast-tracking women’s 
influence in the pro-
fession. In addition to 
conducting ongoing 
research to uncover 
the barriers to gender 
diversity in the field, 
CFP Board adminis-
ters scholarships to 
qualified candidates to 
widen access to CFP® 
certification and em-
powers women and 
girls to enter the field 
through career fairs 
and other events.

The right creden-
tials help: CFP® cer-
tification helps women 
advance their careers, 
boost earning potential 

and open new oppor-
tunities. According to 
a report from the Aite 
Group, women CFP® 
professionals report 
higher career satisfac-
tion than other women 
advisors and are more 
likely to own their 
own firms. Learn more 
about the CFP® certifi-

cation journey at CFP.
net.

As more women 
gain economic power, 
women financial plan-
ners are uniquely po-
sitioned to help them 
grow and protect their 
wealth.
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Summer will be here 
soon, and we will 
drink a lot of water, so 

I thought to update this arti-
cle about Alkaline Water. We 
all know that water is very 
important for our health; the 
lack of water can be dead-
ly. There are many types of 
drinking water options avail-
able but it is important to un-
derstand some drinking water 
can be more helpful to your 

overall self-health strategies 
then others. 

I believe the best water 
to drink to maximize your 
health is ionized alkaline wa-
ter. On a pH scale from 3.0 
to 10, ionized alkaline water 
is between 9.0 and 10. Most 
commercial bottled water 
is in the 5.0pH range; New 
York tap water is around 7.0 
the higher the pH value in 
your drinking water the better 
it is for your health.

New York City has some 
of the best tap water in the 
country but the many chem-
icals used to make it safe has 
taken away much of its natu-
ral health value.  Many of the 
chemicals used in our water 
system have been found to be 
harmful and toxic; chlorine 
is one of those controversial 
chemicals. There is a strong 
movement currently trying 
to get New York to reduce or 

eliminate the use of chlorine 
in the treatment of the cities 
tap water due to research 
showing harmful health re-
actions to chlorine treated 
water.

Ionized water machines 
will filter out chemicals and 
toxins in regular tap water 
transforming normal tap 
water into healthy ionized 
alkaline water with a point 
9.0 or better pH value. The 
best machines will produce 
the highest pH value of 10 
in the ionized alkaline water 
that they transform from tap 
water. The reason why the 
high pH value is so import-
ant in preserving health is its 
ability to reduce the acidity in 
the body. Excess acids in the 
body will attack and destroy 
healthy body tissue, the body 
protects itself from this by 
creating fat cells.

Alkaline water can neu-
tralize the acidity of the body 
and the high pH value in al-
kaline water will reduce the 
bodies need to produce fat 
and cholesterol to protect it-
self from harmful acids. Most 
people who drink and cook 
with ionized alkaline water 
will experience weight loss 
another benefit. When detox-
ing the use of alkaline water 
can address the toxic effects 
of mercury and other harmful 
metals found in the body due 
to the air that we breathe and 
our diet.

As we grow older stress 
caused by the aging process 
can increase the acidity in our 
body one of the ways our im-
mune system defends itself 
is to take calcium from our 
bones to develop an alkaline 
buffer to naturalize the acid-
ity. Once the calcium in our 
bones becomes depleted os-

teoporosis will develop. 
Osteoporosis is a silent 

disease because bone dam-
age can occur without out-
ward signs or symptoms until 
something brakes. There is 
a great deal of research that 
shows drinking alkaline wa-
ter can reduce bone loss and 
become a useful tool in ad-
dressing osteoporosis.

My family has used wa-
ter ionizers for years. We 
currently use the Ionic Oasis 
Water Ionizer (www.water-
works4u.com 561 790-2004) 
at our Ki wellness center. A 
good water ionizer is an in-
vestment in your health and 
in time you will find it more 
cost effective to make your 
own drinking water. for ad-
ditional information on this 
dialog send me an email at 
onuwon@gmail.com    

By William A. Rogers

URBANOLOGY:  Alkaline Water

HERBS ARE NATURE'S REMEDY

By Zakiyyah

The essential oil (EO) 
is as potent and ver-
satile as when in its 

original plant/herb form.  
The essential oil of Yarrow 
is used to treat allergies, al-
leviate stress, and is known 
for its wonderful sweet aro-
ma and brilliant deep blue 
color. 

Yarrow EO can be used 
to stem blood oozing from a 
wound, as it can be poured 
neat into the wound to stop 
the blood flow. You can 
dilute yarrow essential oil 
with water and then use 
it to wash the wound. It 
should also be applied after 
the blood flow has stopped. 
Yarrow EO is an astringent 
and cicatrisant: it shrinks 

the skin and promotes 
wound healing. This helps 
with cuts, scrapes, and 
wounds, but not with ma-
jor injuries with significant 
bleeding.

As a great remedy for 
varicose veins, add 5 drops 
yarrow EO into a carrier oil 
like olive oil. Massage onto 
the varicose veins to re-
duce the engorgement and 
strengthen the surrounding 
skin.

CAUTION: Most es-
sential oils should never be 
applied directly to the skin 
without adding to some oth-
er medium, e.g. carrier oil, 
lotion, water, etc., unless 
stated otherwise. 

YOU CAN LEARN 
HOW TO USE AND PRE-
PARE HERBS - join our 
new herb course launching 
in September- send me an 
email requesting course in-
formation.

MAKE NATURE’S 
MEDICINE YOUR OWN

This information is to 
help you balance your nat-
ural healing energies and 
is not intended as diagnosis 
or cure.  Phone: 347-407-
4312, eMail: theherbal-
ist1750@gmail.com; blog: 
www.herbsarenaturesmedi-
cine.blogspot.com

Answers to Crossword on page 17

Subscribe   
to

Harlem 
Daily 
Newsletter

Go to:
www.harlemcom-

munitynews.com

“It’s 
Free”

Yarrow - Part 2 - 		
The Essential Oil
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Statepoint Crossword
THEME: 
IN THE KITCHEN

ACROSS
1. Basilica feature
5. Cameron, to friends
8. ____ and flow
11. One of the Bridges
12. Have the blues
13. Op-ed piece
15. Blondie’s hit “____
Me”
16. Certain something
17. *Granny Smith
18. *Broth-making 
container
20. Big name in 
mapmaking
21. Inexperienced
22. *Group of dishes or
pots
23. Deprived of ovaries
26. Medusae
30. Got an Oscar, e.g.
31. Kind of license
34. Crescent
35. Description for 
twins
37. “____ the season!”

38. Orthodox Judaism
 adherent
39. Class roster item
40. Between lights and
 action
42. Source of pork
43. *Shredding devices
45. Bear-like
47. Florida key
48. French farewell
50. Physicist 
Niels ____
52. *Kitchen hand 
protector (2 words)
55. Holey confection
56. Track event
57. ____ of the 
trade, sing.
59. 1st letter of Hebrew
 alphabet
60. Charlie Parker’s
 nickname
61. Shrek or Fiona, e.g.
62. Word of 
compliance
63. Actor Stallone
64. *Spice ____ or pot 
____

DOWN

1. Beginning of the 
alphabet
2. *Often go with 
carrots
3. *NaCl
4. Speech at a funeral
5. *Flute alternative
6. *Cook’s garb
7. *Veal or veniso, e.g.
8. Sport spectator’s 
TV acronym
9. Like white-headed
 eagle
10. “Farewell” toBirdie
12. Manage (2 words)
13. Like cornstalks
14. *Flat-edged utensil
19. *Flapjacalternative
22. Blink of an ey, abbr.
23. Swing, ___, swung
24. Like 
Amundsen-Scott South 
Pole Station location
25. Carl Jung’s inner
 self
26. *____ en place
27. *Seaweed-wrapped
 dish
28. Opposite of cation
29. Swamp plant

32. Estimated arrival 
times, acr.
33. Timothy, to friends
36. *Popularcondiment
38. Sheik’s bevy
40. Alan Paton’s nove
l “____, The Beloved 
Country”
41. Broken, e.g.
44. Third planet from
 the sun
46. Bachelor on “Th
e Bachelorette,” e.g.
48. Be of use
49. Condemn
50. Bantu language
51. Change for a five
52. Globes and eyeballs
, e.g.
53. “Animal House”
 garb
54. Rigid necklace
55. Calendar square
58. Albanian money

DON’T 
MISS 

ANOTHER 
ISSUE

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY!  

GO TO 
OUR

WEBSITE
WWW.HARLEMCOM-

MUNITYNEWS.COM 

See answers on pages 16

See answers on pages 19
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TV/I TV INTERNET PHONETV INTERNET PHONE

TV INTERNET PHONETV INTERNET PHONE

TV INTERNET PHONETV INTERNET PHONE

Digital copy in email for 52 weeks $25 ___ Mail To: Harlem Community Newspapers, Inc.. P.O. Box #1775, NY NY 10027
or go to harlemcommunitynews.com to subscribe online

Tell us which edition you’d like(please check one)
Harlem____   Bronx____   Brooklyn____    Queens____

To ensure prompt delivery, please print the following information

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Make check or money order payable to: HARLEM NEWS GROUP, INC.. Thank You
24 issues $29.95 44 issues  $49.95 (for postage & handling)

Mastercard Visa Acct # Exp Date

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY

“Good News You
Can Use”

and get

Harlem Community Newspapers, Inc

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our vet-
erans! Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive a top 
tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 

Drive Out Breast Cancer: Donate a 
car today!  The benefits of donating 
your car or boat:  Fast Free Pickup 
- 24hr Response   Tax Deduction - 
Easy To Do!  Call 24/7:  855-905-475

AUTO DONATIONSAUTO DONATIONS
Wheels For Wishes benefiting Make-
A-Wish® Northeast New York. Your 
Car Donations Matter NOW More 
Than Ever! Free Vehicle Pick Up ANY-
WHERE.  We Accept Most Vehicles 
Running or Not.  100% Tax Deductible.  
Minimal To No Human Contact.  Call: 
(877) 798-9474.  Car Donation Foun-
dation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. www.
wheelsforwishes.org.

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PROGRAM! 
Train ONLINE to get the skills to become 
a Computer & Help Desk Professional 
now! Grants and Scholarships available for 
certain programs for qualified applicants. 
Call CTI for details! 844-947-0192 (M-F 
8am-6pm ET). Computer with internet is 
required.

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work 
in months! Call 855-543-6440. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET). Computer with internet 
is required.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 844-769-2956

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 

Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 

400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance 

- NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 

now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit 

with all the details! 1-844-341-0603 www.

dental50plus.com/harlem #6258

Prepare for power outages with 
Briggs & Stratton&#9415; PowerPro-
tect(TM) standby generators - the 
most powerful home standby genera-
tors available. Industry-leading com-
prehensive warranty Â– 7 years ($849 
value.) Proudly made in the U.S.A. Call 
Briggs & Stratton 1-888-895-6795.

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Se-
nior & Military Discounts available. 
Call: 866-393-3636

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Repairs 
Again! American Residential Warran-
ty covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS 
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE/ $100 OFF POPULAR PLANS. 
833-398-0526

GoGo. Live and age your way. 
Get help with rides, groceries, 
meals and more. Memberships 
start as low as $1 per day. Avail-
able 24/7 nationwide. BBB Rated 
A+ Business. Call GoGo to get 
started. 1-877-265-8006

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free premium 
movie channels! Free next day instal-
lation! Call 888-508-5313

TV INTERNET PHONETV INTERNET PHONE

TV INTERNET PHONETV INTERNET PHONE

Switch and save up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No contract 
and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. Premi-
um nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. 
based customer service. For more in-

Choose EarthLink Fiber Inter-
net for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no 
data caps, no throttling. Prices 
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the switch.  
Call 1-844-219-0416

FreedomCare. Let your loved ones 
care for you and get paid!Â  Paid by 
Medicaid. Choose family or friends as 
your paid caregiver. Check your eligi-
bility today! Call FreedomCare now! 
1-855-502-1782

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS

AUTO DONATIONSAUTO DONATIONS

CAREER/TRAININGCAREER/TRAINING

Consumer Cellular - the same reli-
able, nationwide coverage as the larg-
est carriers. No long-term contract, no 
hidden fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-833-331-0967

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get 

your favorite live TV, sports and local chan-

nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE Pack-

age, $84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO Max 

and Premium Channels included for 3 mos 

(w/CHOICE Package or higher.) No annual 

contract, no hidden fees! Some restrictions 

apply. Call IVS 1-877-830-1467

Stroke and Cardiovascular 
disease are leading causes of 
death, according to the Ameri-
can Heart Association. Screen-
ings can provide peace of mind 
or early detection! Contact Life 
Line Screening to schedule 
your screening. Special offer - 5 
screenings for just $149. Call 
1-844-475-2434

HEALTHHEALTH

HEALTHHEALTH

CAREER/TRAININGCAREER/TRAINING

Harlem Community Papers 

1/8 page 

4.92 x 2.37 

 

 

 

 MTA Procurement 
 

The MTA encourages vendors who have not done business with us to 
register for our bidders list using MY MTA Portal for vendors at 
www.mymta.info. Registered vendors can search for procurement 
opportunities across all MTA agencies and receive invitations to bid or 
propose on the types of goods and services they can provide.  Certified 
minority and women-owned businesses (M/WBE), service-disabled 
veteran-owned businesses (SDVOB), and disadvantaged businesses 
(DBE), are strongly encouraged to compete for MTA opportunities. 
Visit our website at https://new.mta.info/doing-business-with-us for 
detailed information and guidelines. 
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"Joy Goddess: A'Lelia Walker and the 
Harlem Renaissance by A'Lelia Bundles
Review by Terri Schlichenmeyer, Harlem News contributor

Mama said.

Mama said to be 
nice to others. 
Stand up for 

yourself, she said. You can 
do whatever you put your 
mind to. Stay out of trouble. 
Take care of yourself and 
those you love. Mama said 
a lot of things that shaped 
your life, and in the new 
book “Joy Goddess” by 
A’Lelia Bundles, Mama left 
a huge legacy.

She remembered a time 
before, and a time after.

In the before, Lelia 
Walker and her mother 
had little-to-nothing. Le-
lia’s father had died when 
she was very young, and 
it was up to her mother, 
Sarah, to put food on the 
table and a roof over their 
heads with her hard work. 

There was simply no room 
for extras.

In the after – after Sar-
ah had become Madame 
C.J. Walker, head of a 
beauty empire that catered 
to Black women – there 
was money, mansions, 
and a certain kind of fame. 
There was still hard work, 
too, but Lelia embraced 
it because she was proud 
of her mother’s acumen – 
maybe more so, in fact, af-
ter Madame made young 
Lelia a “full partner” with 
the responsibility to run 
some of the farther-flung 
accounts.

It was true that mother 
and daughter didn’t al-
ways see eye-to-eye. Be-
cause she’d worked away 
from Madame for years, 
Lelia felt emboldened to 

speak her mind but Ma-
dame often shut her down. 
Lelia wanted to choose 
her own husband, but 
Madame let her feelings 
about the beau be known. 
They argued fiercely, then 
acted like there was never 
any problem. They loved 
one another, says Bundles, 
but they were “’fire and 
ice.’”

Lelia, Bundles says, 
sought her mother’s opin-
ion on all matters, but 
she didn’t often heed her 
mother’s words. Ma-
dame didn’t like that but 
as the years passed, she 
gave more and more of 
the business up, confident 
that Lelia (later, A’Lelia) 
would take care of things 
– and she was, overseas, 
as her mother’s health be-
gan to fail…

Filled with lush 
word-painted images 
of opulence and wealth 
and a sometimes-rever-
ential tone, “Joy God-
dess” is a biography that 
covers a lot of territory: 
because author A’Lelia 
Bundles is A’Lelia Walk-
er’s great-granddaughter, 
it’s part family history, as 
well as Black history. It’s 
a business biography, too, 
in a large way. And it’s a 
love story, pure and sim-
ple, one that will appeal 
to any headstrong moth-
er-daughter pair.

It’s that last part that 
features most strongly 
and builds to break hearts, 
even though readers are 
never unaware of what’s 
to come. Bundles is hon-
est about how the Walk-
er women changed sur-
rounding lives – Madame 
had “adopted” a daughter 
with mixed outcome – and 
how their beauty empire 

positively affected Black 
business and culture for 
decades but she seems to 
push racism aside some-
what in the telling here. In-
stead, Madame and A’Le-
lia’s accomplishments and 
the world they lived in 
take front-and-center, and 
you’ll appreciate that.

This is a book for read-
ers who want a wide-reach-
ing biography with hints 
of inspiration. It’ll make 
a great book club book or 
mother-and-daughter tale 
to share. Read “Joy God-
dess.” 

“Joy Goddess: A’Lei-
la Walker and the Har-
lem Renaissance” 

by A’Lelia Bundles
c.2025, 
Scribner			 

SUDOKU  
ANSWERS

Answers to Sudoku on page 17

W Dental 706 St. Nicholas Ave. New York, New York 10031 

Open Monday – Friday 9:00 am to 5:30 pm
Call us today:  (212)939-9399

"Dental health, 
like success,

 is not a des
na
on
   but a con
nuous       
           journey"

Dr. George Williams
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