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OUR MISSION STATEMENT
The Harlem Community Newspapers, Inc. will publish positive 
news and information. Our mission is to deliver “good” and 
informative news to our readers focusing on health, education, 
housing, business and employment opportunities. We look for 
and publish results, not problems. We promote businesses, 
opportunities and events happening in the communities we 
serve. We are dedicated to providing our readers with valuable 
information they can use to improve the quality of life for them-
selves, their families and our communities.

To reserve advertising space email us at:

harlemnewsinc@aol.com

To subscribe to our daily newsletter “Harlem Daily” or 
to receive print copies in the mail, go to our website at 

www.harlemcommunitynews.com or page 18
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Condolences to family 
and friends of the Honor-
able Charles B. Rangel. Mr. 
Rangel met with us on many 
occasions when he was Con-
gressman for Harlem. He was 
always ready to offer some 
history and advice. He was 
a “great warrior” for Harlem 
and will be truly missed by 
this community. 		
(see pages 12-13)

On Monday we celebrate 
“Memorial Day” recognizing 
“fallen soldiers.” My father 
Jessie Stevenson, Jr. spent 
more than 30 years in the 
military. This time of year I 
remember him coming home 
for a visit of a few weeks ev-
ery couple of years. I espe-
cially remember him in his 
uniform. He was a proud sol-
dier. I also had several uncles 
and cousins who were in the 
military. One of my cousins 
was the first solider to die in 
the Vietnam war from Sa-
vannah, Ga. There is a dedi-
cation to fallen Vietnam Sol-
diers in Savannah where he 
is named. Today I think- how 
would they feel in today’s 
climate as our democracy is 
being threatened? I am sure 
they would feel as I do - this 
is unbelievable.

Go to our website and 
subscribe to our daily news-
letter that will come direct to 
your email. It is free!.Email 
us at harlemnewsinc@aol.
com.
        Pat Stevenson

Celebrating
31 years Publishing
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 Our Community Homeownership Commitment1 can help. Get up to $17,500
when combining down payment and closing costs grants. (Restrictions apply.)

Up to $10,000 toward your down payment when 
combined with our 3% down mortgage2,4

America’s Home Grant® covers up to $7,500 
in eligible closing costs3

$10,000 $7,500

What would you like the power to do?®

Learn more at bankofamerica.com/homeowner

Play for keeps. Own your future.

 You are invited to apply. Your receipt of this material does not mean you have been prequalifi ed or preapproved for any product or service we off er. This is not a commitment to lend; you must submit additional information for review and approval.
1  Down Payment program and America’s Home Grant program: Qualifi ed borrowers must meet eligibility requirements such as being owner-occupants and purchasing a home within a certain geographical area. Maximum income and loan amount limits apply. Minimum combined loan-to-value must be greater 

than or equal to 80%. The home loan must fund with Bank of America. Bank of America may change or discontinue the Bank of America Down Payment Grant program or America’s Home Grant program or any portion of either without notice. Not available with all loan products, please ask for details.
2 Additional information about the Down Payment program: Down Payment program is available with one mortgage product. Program funds can be applied toward down payment only. Borrowers cannot receive program funds as cash back in excess of earnest money deposits. Down Payment Grant program may 

be considered taxable income, and a 1099-MISC will be issued; consult with your tax advisor. May be combined with other off ers. The Bank of America Down Payment Grant program may only be applied once to an eligible mortgage/property, regardless of the number of applicants. Homebuyer education is required.
3 Additional information about the America’s Home Grant program: The America’s Home Grant program is a lender credit. Program funds can only be used for nonrecurring closing costs including title insurance, recording fees, and in certain situations, discount points which can be used to lower the interest rate.  

The grant cannot be applied toward down payment, prepaid items or recurring costs, such as property taxes and insurance. Borrowers cannot receive program funds as cash back.
4 Maximum income and loan amount limits apply. Fixed-rate mortgages (purchases or no cash out refi nances), primary residences only. Certain property types are ineligible. Maximum loan-to-value (“LTV”) is 97%, and maximum combined LTV is 105%. For LTV >95%, any secondary fi nancing must be from an approved

Community Second Program. Homebuyer education may be required. Other restrictions apply.
America’s Home Grant, Bank of America Community Homeownership Commitment, Bank of America and the Bank of America logo are registered trademarks of Bank of America Corporation. Bank of America, N.A. Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender 
©2025 Bank of America Corporation. Credit and collateral are subject to approval. Terms and conditions apply. This is not a commitment to lend. Programs, rates, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. MAP7627169 | AD-BAAM3706100
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS EXPRESSIONS

PONDER THIS! Patience and Perseverance in the Ark

Noah and the Ark 
in the Book of 
Genesis 6:8-22 

is an informative read for 
all ages. To Christians it is 
biblical text, to others folk-
lore, a good yarn to tell. 
Most can agree in some 
aspects that it speaks of 
our present-day plight, not 
too far-fetched from what 
we experienced during the 

pandemic dilemma. Shut 
in but not shut down.

As the story unfolds, 
we find Noah was both 
shocked and leery of 
God’s request regarding 
preparations for an up-
coming 40-days of rain 
that would engulf the en-
tire world as he knew it.

In absolute obedience 
to God, Noah took on the 
command wholehearted-
ly and even engaged his 
sons to participate, much 
to their chagrin. Surely, 
Noah would have been the 
recipient of humiliation 
and insult. His commit-
ment and daily diligence 
made him the joke of the 
community as they ob-
served the building of the 
huge boat on dry land.

Through it all, Noah 
did as he was told and lo 

and behold, the ark was 
built to God’s specific di-
mension, filled with fam-
ily and paired species as 
selected and the rain did 
come.  

Those who are famil-
iar with the story will re-
member its ending was a 
new world and a new life 
for those who suffered 
the flood and survived the 
journey.

However, some who 
read the story have over-
looked the meaning of the 
saga and chose instead to 
devote centuries to search 
for the ark’s landing site. 
Finding the ark to prove 
its validity may not be as 
important as what we can 
learn from Noah’s story 
of patience, perseverance 
and promise that will carry 
us through the uncertain-

ties of today.
Comparisons are there 

to our present-day state 
of confusion and chaos 
to Noah’s story of safety 
and ultimate deliverance. 
(One) Do not miss the 
command to get onboard, 
(Two) Like it or not, we 
are in the same boat, 
(Three) Accept and expect 
the unexpected, (Four) Be 
ready, God may have a job 
for you, (Five) Don’t lis-
ten to critics, what do they 
know, (Six) Stand for what 
you believe, not the opin-
ion of others; (Seven) Stay 
focused on  your progress, 
(Eight) Watch for the next 
wave to surface, (Nine) 
Don’t stress, you might 
have to float a while, and 
(Ten) No matter how great 
the storm, there’s a rain-
bow waiting at its end.

It is not easy to maintain 
and sustain, survive, and 
thrive when you are sur-
rounded by naysayers and 
dooms day news breakers. 
Amateurs built the ark, but 
they did not give up. An 
old story speaks the great 
truth today. We must keep 
hope alive for however 
long it takes. HOLD ON, 
a change is coming.

[Hazel Rosetta Smith 
is a journalist, play-
wright, Executive Ar-
tistic Director for Help 
Somebody Theatrical 
Ministries, retired former 
Managing Editor and 
Woman’s Editor of the 
New York Beacon News. 
Contact: misshazel@
twc.com and online www.
hazelrosettasmith.com.]   

By Hazel Rosetta Smith

Subscribe 
to

Harlem 
Daily 
Newsletter

Go to:
www.harlemcom-

munitynews.com

“It’s 
Free”

W Dental 706 St. Nicholas Ave. New York, New York 10031 

Open Monday – Friday 9:00 am to 5:30 pm
Call us today:  (212)939-9399

"Dental health, 
like success,

 is not a des
na
on
   but a con
nuous       
           journey"

Dr. George Williams
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June 6 Dinner Dance at Top of New Hyde Park

Jul 7 Black Spectrum

June 21 Caribbean Fiesta at Allen AM
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS OP EDITORIAL

Before It was Memorial Day By James Hendon, Dept. of Veterans Services

Memorial Day, for-
merly known 
as “Decoration 

Day,” has long been a day of 
mourning and remembrance 
for our fallen service mem-
bers.  As we just wrapped that 
sacred holiday, it’s import-
ant to note that our nation’s 
first Memorial Day tributes 
took place 160 years ago in 
Charleston, South Carolina, 
in a racetrack-turned-war 
camp-turned-cemetery for 
Civil War soldiers who had 
died in captivity there. Deter-
mined to honor their service 
and sacrifice, a community of 
newly freed Black Americans 
organized a commemora-
tion honoring the 257 Union 
Army soldiers who were bur-
ied there in unmarked graves.  
Black Charlestonians, along-
side white missionaries and 
educators made the decision 
to give these men a proper 
resting place. Over the course 
of ten days, they reorganized 
the graves, built a ten-foot 
white fence around the site, 
and named it “Martyrs of the 
Race Course.”

According to Pulitzer 
Prize-winning historian Da-
vid Blight, on May 1, 1865, 

nearly 10,000 people came 
to pay tribute to the fall-
en – three years before the 
first formal Memorial Day 
was observed in 1868. Three 
thousand Black children car-
ried flowers and sang “John 
Brown’s Body.” Black pas-
tors led prayers and spirituals. 
Union soldiers—both Black 
and white—marched in for-
mation and held a formal sa-
lute. The graves were covered 
in roses, and the fallen were 
remembered, their stories 
were shared, their lives cele-
brated.

It was, in every sense, a 
Decoration Day. A sacred act 
of remembrance that would 
set the precedent for what we 
have come to know as Memo-
rial Day.

But over time, that story 
was pushed aside, replaced 
by a more sanitized version. 
When General John A. Logan 
called for a national day of 
remembrance in 1868, it be-
came the officially recognized 
starting point. The earlier trib-
ute by freedmen was quietly 
erased. The cemetery was lat-
er renamed for a Confederate 
general, and the Union graves 
were reinterred elsewhere.

This is not just a forgotten 
piece of history—it’s a reflec-
tion of a deeper truth: the full 
story of military service in 
America has yet to be fully 
told.

Throughout our nation’s 
history, the same communi-
ties that were excluded from 
full rights of citizenship have 
shown up, time and again, to 
defend those very ideals. We 
see this in the service of Black 
Americans, from the U.S. 
Colored Troops to the Harlem 
Hellfighters to the Six Triple 
Eight Battalion and the Tus-
kegee Airmen. We see it in 
Chinese Americans, of whom 
25 percent served during 
World War Two compared to 
nine percent of all Americans 
at the time.  We see it in Na-
tive Americans, who serve at 
the highest rate per capita of 
any ethnic group in the U.S. 
military—five times the na-
tional average. And we see it 
in the sacrifice of Puerto Ri-
can soldiers—including the 
65th Infantry Regiment, the 
Borinqueneers, who fought 
valiantly in Korea while serv-
ing under segregated com-
mand.

These are just a few ex-
amples of a much larger and 
more universal truth: that 
across generations, many 
marginalized communities in 
this country have served with 
distinction, even while being 
denied the full freedoms they 
fought to defend.

On the heels of Memorial 
Day, we must remember to 
honor not only the fallen—
but the forgotten. We must 
remember the soldiers, sail-
ors, Marines, airmen, Coast 
Guardsmen, and guardians, 
yes—but also those who first 
remembered them. Those 
whose intentional acts of care 
and reverence gave rise to a 
national tradition.

The legacy of that first 
Decoration Day in Charleston 
must be part of our collective 
understanding when we speak 
about the meaning and history 
of Memorial Day. We have a 
duty to tell the full story—to 
say the names that history 
has too often overlooked. The 
more we share these stories of 
patriotism and perseverance, 
the closer we come to truly 
honoring all who served—not 
just in war, but in memory.

Subscription Information page 18

Advertise in Harlem Community Newspapers 
email today: 

harlemnewsinc@aol.com

Vol. 31   No. 22                 May 29, 2025
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERSREAL ESTATE

FOXWORTHREALTYONLINE.COM

NEW YORK RESIDENTIAL SPECIALIST

®

IN OCTOBER 2008, EUGENIA C. FOXWORTH
OPENED THIS UNIQUE REAL ESTATE BOUTIQUE…

IT IS LOCAL, NATIONAL AND GLOBAL. 

IN OCTOBER 2008, EUGENIA C. FOXWORTH
OPENED THIS UNIQUE REAL ESTATE BOUTIQUE…

IT IS LOCAL, NATIONAL AND GLOBAL. 

“WE MAKE THE DEALS HAPPEN!”

3 6 0  We s t  12 5 t h  St ,  Su i t e  #1 1 ,  N. Y. ,  NY  1 0 0 2 7
212.368.4902     212.368.4903

Home Buying in Harlem
Be Prepared to Buy Now

Why is it so diffi-
cult for first-time 
home buyers to 

purchase a home in Harlem? 
The answer is an obvious 
one, home values in Harlem 
are extremely expensive. 
Harlem is becoming a com-
munity with many of the 
affluent. Unless you are one 
of the fortunate ones able to 
purchase while values were 
still low. 

For low to moderate in-
come families, understand it 
is really becoming a strug-
gle to purchase a home in 
Harlem! Property values are 
soaring through the roof! 
Interest rates are continuing 
to climb upwards. Prospec-
tive buyers are diligently 
searching for a solution to 
this problem and are getting 
very frustrated over their 
lack of options. 

Many of them are now 
considering relocating to 
other less expensive regions 

of the country to find an af-
fordable home.  Some are 
turning their housing search 
to upstate where there is an 
abundance of affordable 
properties. But if they con-
tinue working in New York 
City, they now have the 
problem of a much longer 
and more costly commute. 

Others have decided to 
altogether forgo their dream 
of homeownership and to 
continue paying the outra-
geous rents to their land-
lords. Hello friends, this is 
not a viable option! Do not 
give up your dream of own-
ing a home and creating in-
tergenerational wealth for 
your family. 

New York City owes it 
to our community to devel-
op affordable housing right 
now! As Jesus said, “The 
poor will always be with 
you,” John 12:8. The low- 
and moderate-income indi-
viduals and families are not 
going to be so easy to push 
to the side. We need to come 
together as a community and 
start to demand affordable 
housing. Everyone deserves 
at the very least  a decent 
place to live. In a country as 
wealthy as America, afford-
able housing should not be a 
problem for anyone regard-
less of income level.

The American dream is 
still alive, but you must now 
work harder than ever to 
achieve this dream. A young 
couple told me a few days 
ago that they wanted to own 
a brownstone in Harlem. I 
encouraged them to pursue 
her dream. I informed them 
of the current market value 
of brownstones. So, they 
would be aware of the home 
buying process and that be-
coming new homeowners 
would not happen over-
night. They said, “If that’s 
what it takes, we will just 
work harder, save as much 
as possible.” They are plac-
ing their faith and trust in 
God to make it happen!

It takes a solid plan to 
achieve this dream. You 
must have the desire to suc-
ceed at all cost. You must 
continue to maintain your 
focus by keeping your goal 
of homeownership in sight. 
Do not be intimidated by the 
prices, understand that with 
faith in God you can still be-
come a homeowner.

If you are interested in 
attending the workshop or 
have questions regarding the 
home buying process con-
tact Rev. Dr. Charles Butler 
at (212) 281 4887 ext. 231 
or email at cbutler@hcci.
org.

By Rev. Dr. Charles Butler

THE REPLACEMENT WINDOW 
AND DOOR EVENT

To get this offer, call to
schedule your FREE consultation.

PLUS
Your Entire Purchase1

$200 OFF

NO Money Down
NO Monthly Payments
NO Interest for 12 months1

PLUS

40%
OFF

BUY 1, GET 1

All Windows and Doors1

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 REQUIRED – INTEREST ACCRUES FROM THE PURCHASE DATE
BUT IS WAIVED IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS

TOLL
FREE 866-699-3305

Offer Ends AUGUST 31

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 8/31/2025. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four 
(4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 5/1/2025 and 8/31/2025. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $200 off your purchase, minimum purchase of 4 required, taken after 
initial discount(s), when you purchase by 8/31/2025. Subject to credit approval.12-month Promo Period: while no payments are due, interest accrues but is waived if the loan is paid in full before the Promo Period expires. Any unpaid balance owed after the Promo Period, plus 
accrued interest, will be paid in installments based on the terms disclosed in the customer’s loan agreement. Financing is provided by various � nancial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on 
purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License numbers available at renewalbyandersen.com/license. Some Renewal by Andersen locations 
are independently owned and operated. +2024 Andersen brand survey of U.S. homeowners. ‡Review aggregator survey of 5-star reviews among leading national full-service window replacement companies. January 2024 Reputation.com. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark 
of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2025 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA14301
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS CALENDAR

HARLEM CALENDAR OF COMMUNITY EVENTSHARLEM CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Phil Young Experience at Langston Hughes House 
Every Thursday - $20 Suggested Donation

May 29 7pm-8pm
Senator Chuck Schumer: Antisemitism in America
The New York Public Library, Stephen A. Schwarzman Building, located at 42nd Street & 5th Avenue will 

present the Senate Minority Leader Senator Chuck Schumer who will shed light on the Jewish American expe-
rience and sounds the alarm about the troubling resurgence of antisemitism. Chuck Schumer’s new book, An-
tisemitism in America: A Warning, is an urgent and personal work of nonfiction that illuminates the prejudices, 
both hidden and overt, that have led to the chronic persecution of Jewish people. Drawing from Schumer’s own 
life, the book places antisemitism in a larger historical context, providing a deeper understanding of the causes 
behind the recent swell of antisemitic rhetoric and violence in the United States, and offering a call to action on 
the steps needed to combat rising hate. Pre-order your copy of Antisemitism in America: A Warning and get your 
free ticket. Go to nypl.org. To join the event in person | Doors will open 45 minutes before the program begins. 
Purchase a drink from the NYPL bar and a snack from Amy’s Bread while you mingle before the event. For LIVE 
from NYPL events, we generally overbook to ensure a full house. Please arrive early to avoid disappointment; 
we will do our best to accommodate everyone. Booked seats that have not been claimed will be released shortly 
before start time, and seats may become available then. A standby line will form 45 minutes before the program.
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“Superfine: Tailoring Black Style” exhibition at the MET
By Audrey J. Bernard, Society Editor

The big buzz around 
town finally came 
to a dramatic close 

with an incredible night at 
The Metropolitan Muse-
um of Art sponsored by the 
Walker International Com-
munications Group, Inc. 
(WICG) on Friday, May 16, 
2025 from 5pm to 6:30pm 
at the magnanimous “Su-
perfine: Tailoring Black 
Style” exhibition. The 
evening themed “WICG’s 
Group Leaders Apprecia-
tion Meetup” was attended 
by scores of guests from 
various community groups 
who were more than elat-
ed to be amongst the first 
to see and share their ex-
periences of this powerful 
exhibition of the ultimate 
Black Elegance experience. 
Creating this meetup at The 
Met, surrounded by such 

impactful art, was a deep-
ly meaningful way for us 
to honor your dedication, 
offer a moment of cultural 
enrichment, build our com-
munity bonds, amplify vital 
Black voices, and leverage 
the incredible platform of 
this institution.” 

    Guests were greet-
ed by WICG’s President 
& Founder Donna Walk-
er -Kuhne who was over-
whelmed by the evening’s 
attendance. “Wow!” she 
exclaimed! “What an in-
credible evening we shared 
last night at The Metro-
politan Museum of Art for 
Group Leaders Apprecia-
tion Meetup! The energy, 
the conversations, and the 
shared experience of the 
powerful ‘Superfine: Tai-
loring Black Style’ truly 
filled our hearts.”

     This unique show was 
also heartfelt by WICG’s 
exemplary staff who have 
spent many hours prepar-
ing for this night of nights 
and were thrilled with its 
outcome, which exceeded 
all expectations. “From the 
bottom of our hearts, thank 
you for your enthusiastic at-
tendance and for our group 
leaders who pre-reserved 
your passes for a later date. 
Your unwavering support 
and dedication to sharing 
the vibrant world of art 
within our many commu-
nities mean the world to 
us,” expressed group leader 
Walker-Kuhne. “Seeing you 
engage with the exhibition, 
connect with fellow lead-
ers, and embrace the spirit 
of collaboration reaffirmed 
the importance of creat-
ing these shared spaces. It 

was truly a joy to witness 
the success of our primary 
objectives: expressing our 
sincere gratitude for your 
incredible contributions, 
providing a collaborative 
experience of such a signif-
icant exhibition, fostering 
meaningful connections, 
and amplifying its reach 
within your networks.”

    Now, WICG is getting 
ready for the next phase of 
this epic community aware-
ness program helmed by 
WICG’s Richard E. Pelzer 
II, Associate Director of 
Community Engagement 
& Public Relations, who 
shared information about 
this rich cultural exhibition 
as well as announced ex-
citing news about upcom-
ing events. “Get ready to 
be swept away once more! 
#AttendWithUs -- Prepare 

to immerse yourselves in 
the wonders of art again 
because we are absolute-
ly bursting with joy to an-
nounce the grand reopening 
of the magnificent Michael 
C. Rockefeller Wing at The 
Metropolitan Museum of 
Art on Saturday, May 31, 
2025!” lamented Pelzer. 
“This beloved wing, home 
to breathtaking art from Af-
rica, the Ancient Americas, 
and Oceania, has undergone 
an incredible transforma-
tion, and we can’t wait to 
share its expanded collec-
tions and stunning new gal-
leries with you, your family, 
and your group(s).” 

   Pelzer continued “We 
were thrilled to see so many 
of you embrace the #At-
tendWithUs campaign, and 
we hope you enjoyed the 
early access and the op-

portunity to immerse your-
selves in the artistry. Know-
ing that 76 of you received 
your passes in advance and 
that we distributed or ar-
ranged pick-up for a total of 
280 tickets speaks volumes 
about your commitment!” 
(Photos courtesy WICG)

Community leaders at the Group Leaders Appreciation Meetup for the “Super-
fine Tailoring Black Style” exhibition at the Met. (courtesy of WICG

President Donna Walker-Khune with Commu-
nity Partner & Group Leader Brenda Glasse and 
her enthusiastic group members
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Terms and conditions apply, visit turkishairlines.com

BEST PART OF THE JOURNEY

IN ISTANBUL
STOPOVER

2 nights for Economy Class
3 nights for Business Class

COMPLIMENTARY HOTEL STAY 
AND EASY VISA

YOU CAN EXTEND YOUR STAY 
WITH SPECIAL PRICES
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“We all have a large stake 
in preserving our democra-
cy, but I maintain that those 
without power in our society, 
the black, the brown, the poor 
of all colors, have the largest 
stake not because we have the 
most to lose, but because we 
have worked the hardest, and 
given the most, for what we 
have achieved.”

-Charles B. Rangel

Our condolences to 
family and friends 
of the Honorable 

Congressman Charles B. 
Rangel. Congressman 
Rangel presented Harlem 
Community News with a 
proclamiation on our 20th 
Anniversary, 11 years ago. 
He met with us on many 
occasions offering advice. 
He was a champion of the 
Black press. He will be tru-
ly missed.

-Pat Stevenson,
Harlem Community News

Statement from his family:
With deep sorrow and 

profound respect, the family 
of The Honorable Charles B. 
Rangel announces his passing 
on May 26, 2025, at the age of 
94.

A towering figure in Amer-
ican politics and a champion 
for justice, equity, and oppor-
tunity, Congressman Rangel 
dedicated over four decades 
of his life to public service. 
Representing what is now New 
York’s 13th Congressional 
Districts from 1971 to 2017, he 
was a founding member of the 
Congressional Black Caucus 
and the first African American 
to chair the powerful House 
Ways and Means Committee. 
The final living member of 
Harlem’s Gang of Four po-
litical coalition, Charlie was 
affectionately known as “The 
Lion of Lenox Avenue.”

Born on June 11, 1930, in 
Harlem, New York, Congress-
man Rangel rose from humble 

beginnings to become one of 
the most influential voices in 
American legislative history. 
A decorated Korean War vet-
eran, he returned home to earn 
degrees from New York Uni-
versity and St. John’s Univer-
sity School of Law, beginning 
a lifelong pursuit of justice, 
civil rights, and community 
empowerment.

Throughout his career, 
Congressman Rangel fought 
tirelessly for affordable hous-
ing, urban revitalization, fair 
tax policies, and equal oppor-
tunities for all Americans. His 
legacy lives on through the 
Charles B. Rangel Center for 
Public Service at The City Col-
lege of New York, which con-
tinues to inspire and train new 
generations of public servants.

Congressman Rangel, who 
was pre-deceased by his be-
loved wife, Alma, is survived 
by his son, Steven Rangel 
(Adelina), daughter Alicia 
Rangel Haughton (Howard), 
three grandsons, Howard R. 
Haughton, Joshua R. Haughton 
and Charles R. Haughton, and 
a host of family and friends. 
Private services will be held 
followed by a public Celebra-
tion of Life. Details will be 
shared in the coming days.

The Rangel family extends 
its heartfelt thanks for the out-
pouring of love and support 
during this difficult time.

“Former United States 
Congressman Charles B. 
Rangel, who served 46 trail 
blazing years in the House of 
Representatives and then dedi-
cated his life to addressing the 
lack of modern infrastructure 
jobs in his old congressional 
district through a program 
at The City College of New 
York, died on Memorial Day. 
He was 94. A founding mem-
ber of the Congressional Black 
Caucus who then made history 
as the first African American 
member of Congress to lead 
the powerful Ways and Means 

Committee, Rangel represent-
ed what is now New York’s 
13th Congressional District 
from 1971 to 2017. He then 
served as Statesman-in-Resi-
dence at The City College. In 
2022, Rangel continued his 
mission of service by launch-
ing the Charles B. Rangel 
Infrastructure Workforce Ini-
tiative (RIWI) at CCNY to 
boost modern infrastructure 
jobs in upper Manhattan and 
the Bronx. Rangel was a war 
hero, history-making con-
gressman, and master lawmak-
er. He served for 23 terms in 
the House of Representatives 
and was cited as the most ef-
fective lawmaker in Congress, 
leading all of his colleagues in 
passing legislation. He was the 
primary sponsor of President 
Obama’s historic health care 
reform law. Recognized as one 
of the hardest working legis-
lators in Congress, he spon-
sored 40 bills and resolutions 
that became law throughout 
his tenure. Among his greatest 
legislative accomplishments 
was: championing the national 
Empowerment Zone program, 
Affordable Care Act, Low 
Income Housing Tax Credit, 
American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act of 2009, Earned 
Income Tax Credit (EITC), 
Work Opportunity Tax Cred-
it, Caribbean Basin Initiative 
(CBI), Africa Growth and Op-
portunity Act, and the ‘Rangel 
Amendment’ which sounded 
the death knell of Apartheid in 
South Africa. Demonstrating 
his commitment to education, 
he created financial mecha-
nisms to construct and reha-
bilitate public schools across 
the country.  Following Saint 
Matthew’s teaching, he was 
a stalwart champion for the 
“least among us,” dedicated to 
improving the lives of working 
families, fighting for jobs and 
education, and advocating for 
equality and justice.  Born and 
raised in Harlem, he was first 

elected to Congress in 1970, 
after serving in the New York 
State Assembly and as an As-
sistant U.S. Attorney.  Con-
gressman Rangel retired from 
the United States Congress in 
2017.  He was a veteran of the 
Korean War, where he earned 
a Purple Heart and the Bronze 
Star.  

 -Statement from 
City College
“A giant has passed from 

amongst us and is now in his 
eternal home! Although no 
longer present, in this life, 
Congressman Rangel will 
surely be missed. He leaves a 
legacy and many invaluable 
contributions to this communi-
ty, nationally and internation-
ally that will long be remem-
bered. I feel deeply honored 
and privileged as a benefactor 
of Congressman Rangel’s sage 
advice and friendship! Con-
gressman, thank you!!”

-C. Virginia Fields
 “It is with a heavy heart I 

share news of the passing of 
my dear friend, a beloved lead-
er, and stalwart of our com-
munity, Congressman Charles 
B. Rangel. Through our nu-
merous conversations and col-
laborations over the years, his 
guidance, support, and faith 
helped propel legislative initia-
tives like the Second Avenue 
Subway that expanded during 
his tenure and the Charles B. 
Rangel Infrastructure Work-
force Initiative, which I helped 
establish as a lasting tribute to 
his legacy as a champion of 
creating pipelines for future 
generations. Congressman 
Rangel was an iconic figure 
and a devoted patriot as a 
veteran of the Korean War; 
as a founder of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus (CBC); 
the Lion of Lenox Avenue for 
his love and loyalty to Har-
lem; an institution through his 
many endowments of service 
to erect namesake programs 
like the Charles B. Rangel In-

ternational Affairs Program,  
the Charles B. Rangel Interna-
tional Affairs Fellowship, the 
Charles B. Rangel Infrastruc-
ture Workforce Initiative, and 
the Charles B. Rangel Center 
for Public Service. Charlie was 
an inspiration and embodied 
the truest form of leadership 
in public service, steadied in 
his faith and faithfulness in the 

American people, and a giant 
unmatched in his leadership, 
compassion, and commitment 
to upholding the values of our 
nation. I will miss him dearly 
and am grateful for our time 
together, his mentorship, and 
most importantly, friendship 
we developed over the years.”

- Representative Adriano 	
        Espaillat (NY-13) 

Congressman Charles B. Rangel June 11, 1930-May 25, 2025
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The last member of the 
“Gang of 4 has Passed.” 
Harlem’s Gang of 4 in-

cluded Mayor David N. Dinkins, 
NYS Secretary of State Basil A. 
Paterson, Manhattan Borough 
President Percy L. Sutton, and 
Congressman Charles B. Rangel.  
They were powerful leaders, at-
torneys, public servants and much 
more  May they all rest in peace, 
joy and power.

“Jazzmobile joins the legions 
of mourners around the world – es-
pecially within our Harlem Com-
munity who are deply saddened by 
the passng of our warrior, “Char-
lie.” We extend our heartfelt con-
dolences to his daughter, his son, 

all members of his family, and his 
many friends. Much has been said 
about the extraordinary achieve-
ments of Congressman Rangel, 
and we proudly join those voices 
in celebrating a life well lived.”

-Jazzmobile
Charlie Rangel, the long-term 

Congressman and a heavyweight 
in New York politics as a member 
of Harlem’s”Gang of Four”, has 
died at 94. His colorful and char-
ismatic personality, bowties, and 
raspy voice made him a character 
on Capitol Hill who was impossi-
ble to forget. Rangel was simulta-
neously larger than life but also ap-
proachable and engaging. Rangel 
was the last living member of the 

“Gang of Four” made up of pow-
erful African American leaders in 
New York: David Dinkins (1927-
2020), Basil Paterson (1946-2014), 
and Percy Sutton (1920-2009). 
The four dealmakers were pow-
erbrokers at a time when political 
decisions were made in smoke-
filled rooms over poker games. In 
2010, President Obama suggested 
that Rangel resign from Congress 
“with dignity” after he was target-
ed by an ethics investigation that 
would eventually mean he had to 
give up the Chairmanship of the 
Ways & Means Committee. “This 
guy from Lenox Avenue is retiring 
with dignity,” Rangel would later 
tell reporters as he departed Con-
gress on his terms and at the time 
of his choosing. Rangel ignored 
Obama and remained in Congress 
for another six years with an aura 
that made many forget about the 
ethics investigation. Before serv-
ing Congress, Rangel did about 
every job in politics that existed. 
In 1961, Rangel was appointed by 
Attorney General Robert F. Ken-

nedy to be an Assistant U.S. At-
torney in the Southern District of 
New York. Rangel was also a legal 
counsel for the New York Housing 
and Redevelopment Board. Char-
lie Rangel was born in Harlem in 
1930. He would go on to represent 
one of the most storied parts of 
Manhattan for 46 years in the U.S. 
Congress. Along with the late John 
Conyers, Rangel was also a found-
ing member of the Congressional 
Black Caucus. “We all have a large 
stake in preserving our democracy, 
but I maintain that those without 
power in our society, the black, 
the brown, the poor of all colors, 
have the largest stake not because 
we have the most to lose, but be-
cause we have worked the hard-
est, and given the most, for what 
we have achieved,” Rangel once 
said.  Rangel was the first African 
American to serve as Chairman 
of the powerful House Ways and 
Means Committee. As chair and as 
a member of the Committee, Ran-
gel played a central role in shaping 
U.S. tax legislation. He advocated 

for progressive tax reform, closing 
corporate loopholes, and increas-
ing tax equity.  Rangel was also a 
strong supporter of Social Secu-
rity and Medicare and defended 
and expanded programs aimed at 
reducing poverty and supporting 
working-class families. The leg-
endary Harlem Congressman also 
championed federal investment in 
affordable housing and urban in-
frastructure, especially for Harlem 
and other underserved communi-
ties.

In a noteworthy policy move, 
Rangel also pushed to reinstate 
the military draft during the Iraq 
War—not to promote it, but to 
spark debate on the fairness of 
who bears the burden of war. Ran-
gel earned a Purple Heart and a 
Bronze Star for his service in the 

Army during Korea. Rangel served 
as a member of the New York State 
Assembly from 1967 to 1971 and 
went on to defeat another New 
York political legend — Adam 
Clayton Powell Jr. in a primary, 
before winning in the general elec-
tion in 1970. Rangel retired from 
Congress in 2016 at 86 years old. 
At a time when many are discuss-
ing the age of members of Con-
gress and the many who have died 
in office over the past two years, 
Rangel was an exception who 
departed on his terms.  Rangel’s 
seat in Congress would go to Do-
minican-born Adriano Espaillat. 
The moment represented a shift 
in Harlem’s demographics and the 
power of the Latino community in 
the Bronx. 

- By Lauren Burke, NNPA

Congressman Charles B. Rangel June 11, 1930-May 25, 2025, cont’d
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Dates: July 14 - August 1, 2025 
Time: Monday-Friday: 9:30 AM - 3 PM  
Age: Requirement: Grades 6-12 ages 12 and above) 
Location: 1125 Grand Concourse, Bronx 
Subway B, D, 4; Bus BX35, BX1, BX2, BXM4  
Registration and Tuition: $300 due by June 15  
Early Registration — $250 if paid by May 31 
Scholarships: Available as needed. 
For more information: (929)551-9171; www.ffrcc.org, email:  
klebes@yahoo.com                  QR Code --REGISTRATION FORM 

Our Foundation Summer Program for 2025 focuses on “the princi-
ple of discovery.” Students will be encouraged and prepared to in-
vestigate, and to determine for themselves, whether there is a con-
nection between the thought processes underlying what are often 
separated as “science” and “art.”   An intensive three-week course 
of study will help the student re-live the thought-experiments of 
scientists like Johannes Kepler and composers like J. S. Bach. We 
seek to pose, and at least in part, to answer the question: Is the 
source of creativity in art and science the same, and can we under-
stand it? 

Foundation for the Revival of Classical Culture 
2025 MUSIC SCIENCE SUMMER PROGRAM  

July 14th to August 1st, 2025.  REGISTRATION CLOSES JUNE 15. 
 

“HOW THE UNIVERSE SINGS” 
DESIGN THOUGHT EXPERIMENTS USING MUSICAL IDEAS 
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May 25th - Five Year 
Anniversary of George Floyd
By April Ryan, NNPA

The highly publi-
cized Floyd death 
almost five years 

ago garnered worldwide 
attention and protests 
in search of justice on 
May 25, 2020, deadly 
case. Corporations saw 
the massive outpour-
ing and offered support 
then. However, Morial 
summarizes the find-
ings: “We use publicly 
available data. We use 
commitments that peo-
ple have made.” When 
it comes to corporate 
commitment to the 
Black community, it is 
a mixed bag, “I think 
even some that have re-
mained committed have 
made cosmetic changes, 
have changed names 

of programs. They’ve 
dropped a program here 
and there. But some 
have maintained most 
of what they do,” add-
ed Morial who spoke 
to the audience of the 
Substack show The Tea 
with April. The Urban 
League head also of-
fered that some com-
panies spread the sup-
port by contributing to 
HBCUs and civil rights 
organizations. The re-
port also captures, in an 
Urban League written 
statement, how insti-
tutions, advocates, and 
the business communi-
ty have mobilized since 
George Floyd’s death to 
advance policing reform 
and racial justice. 

One of the most re-
cent real-time reversals 
is the current request 
by Georgia Congress-
woman Marjorie Tay-
lor Greene, pushing for 
a presidential pardon 
of Minneapolis police 
officer Derek Chauvin. 
He was the first officer 
convicted of the death 
of George Floyd for 
kneeling on his neck at 
the time of his death. 
President Trump can 
only pardon federal sen-
tences. Keith Ellison, 
the Attorney General of 
Minnesota, says it’s just 
“a rumor” right now. 
However, if a Chauvin 
pardon were to happen, 
President Trump could 
only pardon Chauvin 

of the federal prison 
sentence. He is current-
ly serving 20.5 years. 
When it comes to the 
state of Minnesota, 
there are still 22 years 
left on Chauvin’s state 
prison sentence. Elli-

son feels “it would be 
worse” for Chauvin to 
be pardoned. Chauvin 
would be transferred to 
a state prison to serve 
his 22-year sentence. 

F

Subscribe 
to

Harlem 
Daily 
Newsletter

Go to:
www.harlemcom-

munitynews.com

“It’s 
Free”
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We often hear the 
term uncondi-
tional love, and 

like the word love, we of-
ten have different interpre-
tations of the meaning. We 
have all been socially pro-
gramed to view ourselves, 
others, and the world in a 
certain way. Many are not 
aware that much of what 
they believe to be good, 
bad, right, wrong, beautiful, 

or ugly about themselves 
and others have been so-
cially programmed into 
their subconscious minds 
from an incredibly young 
age.

Because of this, the con-
cept of love can be confus-
ing to many, and the con-
cept of unconditional love 
is even more difficult to 
understand and appreciate. 
Conscious and unconscious 
conditions are often placed 
on our feelings of love for 
another. 

A “good” man or wom-
an” must act or look a cer-
tain way. This  socially 
programmed way of think-
ing  has created many lost 
opportunities for a mean-
ingful relationship: due 
to a socially programmed 
misinterpretation of what  a 
“good” person really is.

That is why loving 

someone unconditionally is 
not easy. It is first necessary 
to admit that you have been 
socially programmed to 
see things in a certain way. 
Then with an open mind, 
you must allow your con-
science and subconscious 
mind to accept a person for 
who they are and for who 
they are not. There are no 
“ifs” in a relationship based 
on unconditional love; it is 
what it is and that is it. This, 
of course, takes courage.

In a socially pro-
grammed society, we are 
often motivated by what we 
believe others think of who 
or what we are. There are 
many lonely people who 
are not in relationships be-
cause they cannot find the 
“right” person. One must 
also use common sense. 
Loving someone uncondi-
tionally does not mean you 

should subject yourself to 
abuse physically or psycho-
logically.

In the society that we 
live in, there will always be 
certain conditions in most 
relationships. It is rare to 
have a relationship that is 
based on a foundation of 
unconditional love. It is 
usually a process that takes 
time and a large degree of 
self-awareness.

You must learn to love 
yourself; if not, you cannot 
genuinely love another. It is 
also wise to understand that 
no person, place, or thing 
can make you happy. Hap-
piness and sadness are usu-
ally internal emotions trig-
gered by external socially 
programmed experiences. 
When you can accept the 
concept that you can con-
trol your internal emotions, 
being happy or sad becomes 

your choice.
The healing frequency 

of unconditional love is 
powerful and is the foun-
dation of Taoist healing. 
Learning to allow the heal-
ing of others to become an 
external trigger for internal 
emotions of joy and plea-
sure can be a motivating 
force in the healing energy 
of the healer. 

  It is important to 
remember that no one 
can make you happy or 
unhappy, but your internal 
socially programmed 
emotions of happiness and 
sadness can be triggered 
by an external experience 
if you allow it to. To love 
unconditionally or to 
experience love at all, you 
must know thyself and 
understand that happiness 
is an internal emotion that 
you can control.

By William A. Rogers

URBANOLOGY:  Unconditional Love

HERBS ARE NATURE'S REMEDY

By Zakiyyah

Healing the Liver with Milk Thistle

There are many herbs 
that grow by the 
wayside, in the parks 

and empty lots, and grow-
ing up between the concrete 
that people try to kill off as 
weeds.  These are some of 
the most potent herbal med-
icines at your fingertips.  I 
have seen burdock, yellow 
dock, comfrey, marshmal-
low, Queen Ann’s Lace, 
mullein, jimson weed, 
Echinacea, milk thistle in 
all these places.

Milk Thistle is most of-
ten used to treat liver prob-
lems, which run the gamut 
from cirrhosis, jaundice, 
hepatitis, and gallbladder 
disorders.  Silymarin is the 
active ingredient in milk 

thistle that makes it an effec-
tive herb that also helps our 
body fight against diabetes, 
as it is both anti-inflam-
matory and antioxidant.  A 
poor diet (which can dam-
age the liver), toxic envi-
ronment (which over-taxes 
the liver) and other related 
stressors: job, home, and 
emotional factors, all of 
which contribute to the cre-
ation of free radicals in our 
body.  Milk thistle helps 
protect our body tissue 
from damage by these free 
radicals, and inhibits infec-
tion and disease. 

Because silymarin is not 
soluble in water (tea), milk 
thistle is more effective in 
capsule or tincture form to 

help enhance your liver’s 
efforts to detox your inter-
nal environment. 

QUESTIONS?  If you 
have an area of concern 
about your health, send me 
an email and I’ll cover it in 
upcoming articles (anony-
mously).

    MAKE NATURE’S
     MEDICINE YOUR OWN
Always do your own research 

to discover herbs’ full benefits and 
contra-indications. This informa-
tion is to help balance your body’s 
natural healing energies, and is 
not intended as diagnosis, treat-
ment, or cure.  Email: theherb-
alist1750@gmail.com; phone: 
347-407-4312; blog: www.herbsa-
renaturesmedicine.blogspot.com. 

Answers to Crossword on page 17

Subscribe   
to

Harlem 
Daily 
Newsletter

Go to:
www.harlemcom-

munitynews.com

“It’s 
Free”
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Statepoint Crossword
THEME: SOCCER

ACROSS
1. Heidi’s footwear, 
pl.
6. *____ Hamm
9. Humorous anecdote
13. It doesn’t take 
away tomorrow’s 
troubles
14. Like Mother 
Hubbard
15. Popular pie nut
16. Hiker’s path
17. Court
18. Makes better
19. *Number of 
soccer players on field 
for each team
21. *Winningest FIFA
 World Cup country
23. Common 
inquiries, acr.
24. Carmy Berzatto’s
 restaurant, with The
25. Cul-de-____
28. In the buff
30. Preacher’s 
platform
35. Poking instrument

37. Smidge
39. Sashay
40. Bald eagle’s nest
41. *a.k.a. soccer field
43. Lice eggs
44. Located within
46. 3 squared
47. High rocky hills
48. Post-roller coaster
 ride state
50. Captain of 
Nautilus
52. ____ chi
53. Unforeseen 
obstacle
55. Acronym, abbr.
57. *FIFA 
headquarters location
60. *Soccer footwear
63. Uninterested
64. Hundred Acre
 Wood’s wise resident
66. Parkinson’s drug
68. Pool problem, pl.
69. Romanian money
70. Wooden ship
caulking
71. Celt
72. Cotillion ball’s
 main attraction
73. *____ 

Alexander-Arnold

DOWN
1. 100 lbs.
2. Elders’ teachings
3. Kind of history
4. Widower’s feelings
5. Forest spirit
6. Worked over with
scythe
7. UN labor org.
8. Sun-dried brick
9. Exclamation, 
with Louise
10. Palm tree berry
11. ____ Mall, 
London
12. Ensign, for short
15. a.k.a. Lighthouse
 of Alexandria
20. *Provide with shin
 guards, socks and 
uniform, e.g.
22. Drake’s genre
24. Playing roulette
25. *FIFA Women’s
 World Cup current 
champion
26. Rome’s 
Colosseum, e.g.
27. Singular of cornua

29. Kill (2 words)
31. “By ____ of” 
or “by means of”
32. “The ____,”
 Dostoyevsky’s novel
33. U in UV
34. *Lionel ____
36. Coloring 
substances
38. Teenager’s 
breakout
42. Relating to blood
45. Dwell
49. African National
 Congress
51. Central American
 wildcat
54. Get ____ ____ of
 someone
56. Highway 
patrolman’s gun
57. “Germinal” author
  mile ____
58. Desire
59. *____ Madrid
60. *C in AFC 
Richmond
61. Puff of marijuana
62. Spin, past tense
63. The Herm s Kelly,
 e.g.

DON’T 
MISS 

ANOTHER 
ISSUE

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY!  

GO TO 

PAGE 18 

See answers on pages 20

See answers on pages 19
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AUTO DONATIONSAUTO DONATIONS HEALTHHEALTH

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS

TV/I TV INTERNET PHONETV INTERNET PHONE

TV INTERNET PHONETV INTERNET PHONE

TV INTERNET PHONETV INTERNET PHONE

Digital copy in email for 52 weeks $25 ___ Mail To: Harlem Community Newspapers, Inc.. P.O. Box #1775, NY NY 10027
or go to harlemcommunitynews.com to subscribe online

Tell us which edition you’d like(please check one)
Harlem____   Bronx____   Brooklyn____    Queens____

To ensure prompt delivery, please print the following information

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Make check or money order payable to: HARLEM NEWS GROUP, INC.. Thank You
24 issues $29.95 44 issues  $49.95 (for postage & handling)

Mastercard Visa Acct # Exp Date

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY

“Good News You
Can Use”

and get

Harlem Community Newspapers, Inc

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our vet-
erans! Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive a top 
tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 

Drive Out Breast Cancer: Donate a 
car today!  The benefits of donating 
your car or boat:  Fast Free Pickup 
- 24hr Response   Tax Deduction - 
Easy To Do!  Call 24/7:  855-905-475

AUTO DONATIONSAUTO DONATIONS
Wheels For Wishes benefiting Make-
A-Wish® Northeast New York. Your 
Car Donations Matter NOW More 
Than Ever! Free Vehicle Pick Up ANY-
WHERE.  We Accept Most Vehicles 
Running or Not.  100% Tax Deductible.  
Minimal To No Human Contact.  Call: 
(877) 798-9474.  Car Donation Foun-
dation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. www.
wheelsforwishes.org.

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PROGRAM! 
Train ONLINE to get the skills to become 
a Computer & Help Desk Professional 
now! Grants and Scholarships available for 
certain programs for qualified applicants. 
Call CTI for details! 844-947-0192 (M-F 
8am-6pm ET). Computer with internet is 
required.

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work 
in months! Call 855-543-6440. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET). Computer with internet 
is required.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 844-769-2956

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 

Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 

400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance 

- NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 

now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit 

with all the details! 1-844-341-0603 www.

dental50plus.com/harlem #6258

Prepare for power outages with 
Briggs & Stratton&#9415; PowerPro-
tect(TM) standby generators - the 
most powerful home standby genera-
tors available. Industry-leading com-
prehensive warranty Â– 7 years ($849 
value.) Proudly made in the U.S.A. Call 
Briggs & Stratton 1-888-895-6795.

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Se-
nior & Military Discounts available. 
Call: 866-393-3636

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Repairs 
Again! American Residential Warran-
ty covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS 
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE/ $100 OFF POPULAR PLANS. 
833-398-0526

GoGo. Live and age your way. 
Get help with rides, groceries, 
meals and more. Memberships 
start as low as $1 per day. Avail-
able 24/7 nationwide. BBB Rated 
A+ Business. Call GoGo to get 
started. 1-877-265-8006

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free premium 
movie channels! Free next day instal-
lation! Call 888-508-5313

TV INTERNET PHONETV INTERNET PHONE

TV INTERNET PHONETV INTERNET PHONE

Switch and save up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No contract 
and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. Premi-
um nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. 
based customer service. For more in-
formation, call 1-833-331-0967

Choose EarthLink Fiber Inter-
net for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no 
data caps, no throttling. Prices 
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the switch.  
Call 1-844-219-0416

FreedomCare. Let your loved ones 
care for you and get paid!Â  Paid by 
Medicaid. Choose family or friends as 
your paid caregiver. Check your eligi-
bility today! Call FreedomCare now! 
1-855-502-1782

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS

AUTO DONATIONSAUTO DONATIONS

CAREER/TRAININGCAREER/TRAINING

Consumer Cellular - the same reli-
able, nationwide coverage as the larg-
est carriers. No long-term contract, no 
hidden fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-833-331-0967

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get 

your favorite live TV, sports and local chan-

nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE Pack-

age, $84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO Max 

and Premium Channels included for 3 mos 

(w/CHOICE Package or higher.) No annual 

contract, no hidden fees! Some restrictions 

apply. Call IVS 1-877-830-1467

Stroke and Cardiovascular 
disease are leading causes of 
death, according to the Ameri-
can Heart Association. Screen-
ings can provide peace of mind 
or early detection! Contact Life 
Line Screening to schedule 
your screening. Special offer - 5 
screenings for just $149. Call 
1-844-475-2434

HEALTHHEALTH

HEALTHHEALTH

CAREER/TRAININGCAREER/TRAINING

Harlem Community Papers 

1/8 page 

4.92 x 2.37 

 

 

 

 MTA Procurement 
 

The MTA encourages vendors who have not done business with us to 
register for our bidders list using MY MTA Portal for vendors at 
www.mymta.info. Registered vendors can search for procurement 
opportunities across all MTA agencies and receive invitations to bid or 
propose on the types of goods and services they can provide.  Certified 
minority and women-owned businesses (M/WBE), service-disabled 
veteran-owned businesses (SDVOB), and disadvantaged businesses 
(DBE), are strongly encouraged to compete for MTA opportunities. 
Visit our website at https://new.mta.info/doing-business-with-us for 
detailed information and guidelines. 
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"The Battle for the Black Mind"" by Karida L. Brown
Review by Terri Schlichenmeyer, Harlem News contributor

“Use your brain!

If you had a dime for 
every time a teacher, 
parent, or supervisor 

told you that, you’d be rich. 
Stop fooling around. Con-
sider what you’re about to 
do. Act with resolve, not 
impulse. It’s the best way to 
work, the optimal method 
for learning and, as in the 
new book “The Battle for 
the Black Mind” by Kari-
da L. Brown, it’s what so 
many have fought for.

In the months after the 
Civil War ended, it became 
apparent to both Black and 
white people in both North 
and South that education for 
four million suddenly-freed 
former slaves was “a mat-
ter of national security.” It 
was obvious that those cit-
izens would require formal 
learning soon, maybe job 

training – but what kind and 
how much?

While Mary Smith 
Peake had “laid the foun-
dation” for Hampton Uni-
versity already by then, 
two white men with vastly 
different intentions traveled 
south after the war to seize 
control of Black education. 
Edmund Asa Ware, who 
became the first president 
of Atlanta University (now 
Clark Atlanta University) 
built schools that “aimed at 
nurturing Black intellectu-
alism and potential,” while 
General Samuel Chapman 
Armstrong, who was the 
first president of Hampton 
Normal and Agricultural In-
stitute (now Hampton Uni-
versity) had plans to “’civ-
ilize’” formerly enslaved 
people through physical 
labor and farm work. 

Booker T. Washington 
was one of Armstrong’s 
best-known protegees. 

In 1881, Washington 
became the first president 
of Tuskegee Institute and 
was later instrumental in 
forming the “Tuskegee Ma-
chine” which, says Brown, 
didn’t altogether help 
“Black families and shoved 
a singular curriculum down 
their throats.” There were 
forty-five Black colleges 
and universities in America 
then, though education for 
most Black children was 
still lacking.

It remained so in the Jim 
Crow era when, although 
literacy rates grew, edu-
cation beyond a few years 
of elementary school was 
“rare” for Black Americans. 
By then, says Brown, Black 
women had stepped up to 
do the work, becoming 
teachers, bookkeepers, ex-
perts in strategy, fundrais-
ers, staffers. managers, and 
marketers – sometimes, all 
at once…

Blending personal ob-
servations and experiences 
with good backgrounding, 
author Karida L. Brown 
tells this story in a conver-
sational tone that invites 
readers to peek down the 
halls of history’s HBCUs 
and into classrooms. She 
writes to readers, rather 
than at them, which helps 
to open minds for what’s 
inside “The Battle for the 
Black Mind.”

You may not need to be 
reminded about racism in 
Black American education, 
but the secrets she shares 
and the lines she draws are 
highlighted to seem like 
new information. Here, 
readers can see more clear-
ly the connections between 
the early twentieth-century 
and now, and how Project 

2025 could change the tra-
jectory. Fortunately, Brown 
also offers advice and ideas 
for taking action and en-
suring that upcoming gen-
erations can win the next 
“battle.”

“The Battle for the Black 
Mind” is a lively book that 
you can read for informa-
tion, history, or just be-
cause. But beware: it might 
make you want to get up, 
contact your Representative 
or Congressperson, and act. 
It’s the kind of book that’ll 
make you think. 

\
“The Battle for the 
Black Mind” 
by Karida L. Brown
c.2025, Legacy Lit		

     $30.00	    
256 pages			 

SUDOKU  
ANSWERS

Answers to Sudoku on page 19
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FREE 
EXHIBITIONS  

& MORE

PLUS! GET YOUR 
SPECIAL-EDITION  

LIBRARY CARD

CENTENNIAL 
FESTIVAL  

JUNE 14, 2025

CELEBRATING  
THE SCHOMBURG CENTER  FOR 
RESEARCH IN BLACK CULTURE

schomburg.org/100


