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serve. We are dedicated to providing our readers with valuable
information they can use to improve the quality of life for them-
selves, their families and our communities.
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PAT STEVENSON

“Good News You Can
Use.” First of all, if you are
reading this paper, that is
good news that God gave
you this day to continue in
this life. 1 am now using a
cane because I suffer from
chronic knee and hip ar-
thritis. However, the good
news is, | am constantly
approached by people, es-
pecially young people who
go out of their way to open
doors for me or offer to help
me if they see | have a bag.
I don’t consider myself dis-
abled because | do work just
about everyday, however,
I know that | have limita-
tions. But | am so grateful
God has seen fit to give me
more than 72 years of life,
experiences, friends, good
times, laughter and joy. As |
look over my life, | have no
regrets. | have had and con-
tinue to have great friends. |
am from a huge family with
more than 50 cousins. | am
still able to publish com-
munity newspapers weekly
and a daily digital news-
letter. 1 am happy with my
work and feel truly Blessed.
So all I can say is “Thank
you GOD”

Go to our website and
subscribe to our daily news-
letter that will come direct
to your email. It is freel.
Email us at harlemnews-
inc@aol.com.

Pat Stevenson
Celebrating
31 years Publishing



COMMUNITY
Malcolm X 100 Birthday Celebration on May 19th

ay 19th we com-
memorate what
would have

been Malcolm X 100th
birthday.

“Malcolm was taken
from us 60 years ago, but
his legacy has only grown
over that time, said Rev.
Al Sharpton, Founder and
President of NAN. “He
challenged the systems
that prevented many Black
Americans from accessing
basic services, and fought
until his final day for
Black empowerment. As
we mark 100 years since
his birth this Monday, it is
crucial we keep the torch
he lit alive to ensure Black
Americans have their seat
at the table, the ability to
speak, and the ability to
lead.” *“On what would
have been Malcolm X’s
100th birthday, we honor a
leader who boldly brought
the struggle for Black jus-
tice in America to the glob-
al stage,” said Attorney
Ben Crump. “In the final
chapter of his life, he made
the bold case to the United
Nations that the fight for
Black justice in America
was part of a worldwide
movement for dignity and
liberation. Today, as we
witness attacks on hard-
earned progress, we must
honor Malcolm’s legacy
by continuing his mission
here at home and in soli-
darity with oppressed peo-
ple around the world.”

Rev. Al Sharpton,
Founder and President
of the National Action
Network  (NAN),  will
welcome Attorney Ben
Crump and relatives of
Malcolm X, including
daughter llyasah Shaba-
zz, to the NAN House
of Justice located atl06
W 145th Street, at Mal-
colm X Boulevard. Later

Monday, the The 100th
Birthday Celebration of
El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz,
Malcolm X will be held at
the Malcolm X & Dr. Bet-
ty Shabazz Memorial and
Educational Center (3940
Broadway New York, NY
10032).

In the months before
his February 1965 assas-
sination, Malcolm X in-
creasingly focused on eco-
nomic empowerment for
both Black Americans and
marginalized communities
across the globe. Many
barriers to economic jus-
tice remain in place today,
which is why NAN has
sought to hold accountable
those who are committed
to reversing the paradigm
after George Floyd’s May
2025 murder.

There are many cele-
brations taking place to
honor the legacy of Mal-
com X on May 19th. Yale
University held a celebra-
tion last week.

Harlem Academy’s Lit-
erary Speaker Series re-
cently welcomed Nation-
al Book Award-winning
author and historian Dr.
Ibram X. Kendi, who this
summer will join Howard
University as professor of
history and director of its
newly established Institute
for Advanced Study. Dr.
Kendi shared insights with
middle school students
from his new book “Mal-
colm Lives! The Official
Biography of Malcolm X
for Young Readers,” pub-
lished 100 years after Mal-
colm X’s birth..

Statement from Sena-
tor Cleare Commemorat-
ing the 100th Birthday of
Malcolm X, an advocate
for human rights:

“On Monday, May
19th, 2025, I will join the
Harlem residents of the

30th Senatorial District
to celebrate Malcolm X’s
100th birthday, the sin-
gularly most important
Black Liberation Leader
of our times,” said Senator
Cleare.

To honor the century
in which he promoted and
selflessly advocated for
human and civil rights, |
am introducing to the Leg-
islative Body—Senate Res-
olution No. 962.

Malcolm X was a
Muslim minister, public
speaker, and human rights
activist; to his admirers,
he was a courageous advo-
cate for the rights of Afri-
can-Americans in the face
of institutionalized racism.

He walked these streets
of Harlem, spoke to atten-
tive crowds, and encour-
aged the ongoing people’s
fight for human rights in
these United States and
beyond.

He was a world leader
indeed, but he was also a
husband, a father, and a
son, and we are fortunate
that he devoted his time
and, ultimately, his life to
leaving this world a better
place than when he found
it.

Malcolm X was born
in Nebraska, but called the
Village of Harlem home.
While he spent part of his
transformative youth in
Harlem in the 1940s, he
was to return to Harlem
in the 1950s, becoming
a world-class leader and
heading Temple Number 7
on 116th Street in Harlem,
which today is known as
Masjid Malcolm Shabazz.

On February 21, 1965,
El Hajj Malik El Shabazz
— Malcolm X was assassi-
nated while giving a lec-
ture in the Audubon Ball-
room.

HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS

After a protracted cam-
paign, it was designated as
the landmarked Malcolm
X and Dr. Betty Shabazz
Memorial and Educational
Center.

In 1987, we renamed
Lenox Avenue in Harlem
after Malcolm X.

We also have Malcolm
X Plaza here in Harlem,
and streets and boulevards
are named after him na-
tionwide.

After he left the Na-
tion of Islam, Malcolm X
founded Muslim Mosque
Inc. and the Organization
of Afro-American Unity.
He then became a Sun-
ni Muslim, and after his
holy pilgrimage to Mecca,
Saudi Arabia, he became
El-Hajj Malik EI-Shaba-
zz. He shared his thoughts
and beliefs with different
cultures and found the re-
sponse to be overwhelm-
ingly positive.

Reinforced by his be-
liefs that mankind must do
better for the humanity of

all, he has become an in-
ternational icon.

Malcolm X’s birthday
is one of the most signif-
icant annual events in my
district and other parts of
New York City.

Every year, the neigh-
borhood honors the man
Harlem’s adopted artis-
tic phenom, Ossie Davis,
called “‘Our Shining Black
Prince.”

Malcolm Lives Book discussed at Harlem Academy

His 100th Birthday is
on May 19th. His legacy
lives on, his teachings live
on, and his vision lives on,
and hundreds of people
line the blocks of 125th
Street in Harlem, waving
Black Liberation Flags
and showing love and re-
spect for Malcolm X on
his birthday.
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PONDER THIS! Who Do You THink You Are?

By Hazel Rosetta Smith

here are folk who
primarily function
on the premise that

they are entitled to have
what they want, when
they want it, no matter
how it may affect the
wellbeing of others. Self
-centered egomaniacs will
look past you to get what
they want. They will call
you by every name, oth-

er than a child of God, to
brand their name and se-
cure their fame.
Self-confidence  was
always considered to be
a good attribute in char-
acter building. It would
strengthen a desire to
achieve and enforce deter-
mination and aspiration. It
is needed to survive in a
world where the wind can
knock you off your feet.
However, we are wit-
nessing as a nation how
hurtful and abusive in-
flated self-confidence can
be in leadership. Publicly
displayed disrespect and
negative accusations are
mean and disruptive, yet
it has become a force of
nature to get a president’s
personal point across.
Common sense ought
to say wicked words will
come back and bite you

in the butt. Shame ought
to speak loudly from your
heart, ringing the alarm
that you have gone too far
with thoughtless words
that flow like volcanic
lava lacking sympathy
and empathy.

Six words, who do you
think you are, should be
contemplated as self- re-
flection. The best in you
should be exemplified
in the best and worst of
times. Actions speak loud-
er than words, but words
are forever engraved in
the annals of history.

Overindulgence in
self-confidence and ego-
tistical meanderings will
eventually expose your
inability to hold a posi-
tion. When your success
is grounded by demean-
ing the advancements of
others to highlight your-

self, allotting time delv-
ing into trivial pursuits of
needless assets that show
your desire for attention,
there is a problem at hand.
This nation is in the
throes of profound polit-
ical and civil unrest, and
it is dangerous. Evil sat-
urations of fear and terror
are spread about without
any discernment of the
ramifications that come
when the fire of hate is
ignited in people waiting
for the call. Hopefully, as
citizens, we all seek what
is just and fair, but today
we witness what happens
when someone or a mul-
titude of people believe
they are above the law of
the land and God’s spiri-
tual laws that govern the
universe.
Eventually truth will
prevail and the hands of

EXPRESSIONS

those who hung in there
with you supporting the
heartless policies of an
administration that could
have and should have
done more will fall by the
wayside and make space
for hope and renewal
to step up to the plate.
A change must come.
Wrong and strong is not
acceptable. Tell me, who
do you think you are?
[Hazel Rosetta Smith
is a journalist, playwright,
and artistic director for
Help Somebody Theatri-
cal Ministries, retired for-
mer Woman’s Editor and
Managing Editor of the
New York Beacon News.
Contact: misshazel@twc.
com and www.hazelroset-
tasmith.com]

Subscribe
to
Harlem
DETIY
Newsletter

Go to:

www.harlemcom-
munitynews.com

“It’s
Free”




Queens Events

June 6 Dinner Dance at Top of New Hyde Park

Jul 7 Black Spectrum

HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS

June 21 Caribbean Fiesta at Allen AM
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Our Bodegas Were a Lifeline During
COVID-19, Now We are Providing a Lifeline to Them

By Mayor Eric Adams

Bodegas are on
every corner of New
York City, there for us
at all hours, and the
bodegueros who ser-
vice them become our
family. So, when the
COVID-19 pandemic
hit our city, our bode-
gas were a lifeline to
our local communities.
We relied on them for
toilet paper, snacks,
diapers, and a sense of
community at a time of
extreme uncertainty.

And while New
York City has seen de-
clines in major crimes,
it’s important that we
take additional steps to
address the crimes our

bodegueros  continue
to face and give them
a way to contact 911
during an emergency
without having to find
their phone or fear be-
ing attacked by a crim-
inal. Now, thanks to
the partnership of the
Adams administration
and the United Bode-
gas of America, our
bodegueros will be
able to click a button
during  emergencies
and NYPD will be on
their way without any-
one knowing.

New York City
will be investing $1.6
million to fund “Si-
lentShields”  buttons
at 500 bodegas that
will instantly call the
NYPD during emer-
gencies. These buttons
will immediately direct
city resources to these
small businesses so
that New York City can
be a lifeline for them,
just like bodegas were
a lifeline for us during

COVID.

We are starting by
distributing these but-
tons to bodegas in the
areas with the highest
levels of crime so that
workers and custom-
ers, in communities
who need them the
most, will be safe and,
more importantly, feel
safe.

Now, workers will
have more peace of
mind if an armed crim-
inal comes into a bo-
dega to ransack their
products or steal their
cash and we will ensure
that our small business
owners can continue to
make a living and stay
open for the neighbor-
hood.

And that’s not
all: last year, we an-
nounced a program
that lets local business-
es voluntarily share
surveillance video
in real-time with the
NYPD through their
closed-circuit  televi-

Your one-stop shop.

¢ Printing & document finishing

* Packing & shipping

Copyright © 2018 The UPS Store, Inc. 13098111218

* Mailbox services
* Postal products & services

The UPS Store " |

* Notary services
* Passport/ID photos

sion cameras as they
seek to solve crimes.

By allowing bode-
gas to integrate their
security cameras with
their local NYPD pre-
cinct, we can gather
real-time intelligence
on crimes and swiftly
apprehend individuals
who are responsible,
while making NYPD
more efficient and in-
volving the local com-
munity in improving
quality of life.

Adding to all this,
thanks to the city ex-
panding eligibility re-
quirements for new
officers and continued
city funding, the Ad-
ams administration
is on path to reach-
ing 35,000 uniformed
NYPD officers by
the fall of 2026. That
means that we will
have more police of-
ficers available to re-
spond to calls coming
from bodegas, too.

Harlem

Hours:
Mon - Fri
Sat

Sun

East Harlem

Hours:
Mon - Fri

55W 116th St

New York, NY 10026
212.876.8800
store4163@theupsstore.com
theupsstore.com/4163

8:00 av—8:00 Pm
9:00 av—6:00 Pm
Closed

1872 Lexington Ave

New York, NY 10035
212.876.1900
store6510@theupsstore.com
theupsstore.com/6510

8:30 av—8:00 Pm
10:00 av—6:00 Pm
Closed
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REAL ESTATE

Home Buying in Harlem
Be Prepared to Buy Now

By Rev. Dr. Charles Butler

am surprised by the num-

ber of Harlem residents

who have accepted the
challenge to become first time
homeowners. Theses prospec-
tive buyers have realized the
financial benefits of owning a
home are far greater than pay-
ing a monthly rent. They have
decided even in this highly
competitive housing market to
make an all-out effort to com-
plete the home buying process.

There are some basic ad-
vantages to renting an apart-
ment (1) you need a place to
stay; (2) the landlord gener-
ally is responsible for making
repairs to the unit and (3) you
do not need as much money to
secure the unit (usually just se-
curity deposit and first month
rent).

But consider this one dis-
advantage: if you have been
living in your apartment for 10
years and paying approximate-
ly $2000 per month, you have
already paid over $240,000!

Do the calculations on your
apartment to see how much
rent you have paid. You get no-
investment return.

The advantages of home-
ownership are as follows: (1)
you are creating an equity in-
vestment as you pay off the
mortgage. The equity is the
difference in the amount owed
and the current value of the
property. (2) The mortgage in-
terest is and the property taxes
are deductible expenses. These
deductions will help reduce
your living expenses because
a portion of your monthly
housing cost will be recovered
through your tax returns. (3)
You are creating intergenera-
tional wealth for your family
as the value of your home con-
tinues to increase. Many first-
time homeowners are increas-
ing their net worth because
their homes are appreciating
in value.

There are some disadvan-
tages also: (1) Higher initial
costs — Your down payment
will be somewhere between
3 — 10% of the purchase price,
with some coop units it could
be as high as 20%. Your clos-
ing costs would run an estimat-
ed 7-15%. So, depending on
the price of the property you
could be looking at an initial
expense of $30-50 thousand
dollars! (2) Decreased mobil-

ity — once you have purchased
a home your mobility will be
reduced. You will not be mov-
ing every two or three years.
The average homeowner will
now reside in their home for
at least ten-fifteen years be-
fore moving. (3) Responsible
for home repairs. You must be
prepared to cover the cost of
home maintenance. You can
purchase appliance insurance
to help cover these expens-
es. But this will add another
monthly expense, plus you will
still have a deductible fee.

Once you consider the
advantages of renting versus
owning it stands to reason
homeownership is the best
choice. However, homeown-
ership is not for everyone, you
must be ready to make many
financial sacrifices both before
purchasing and after closing
on your home. Explore your
options to see if it is right for
you then decide.

If you are interested in at-
tending the workshop or have
questions regarding the home
buying process contact Rev.
Dr. Charles Butler at (212) 281
4887 ext. 231or email at cbut-
ler@hcci.org.

HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS

FOXWORTHREALTYONLINE.COM

LN QCTCQLELER 2008, EUGENIA C. FOXWCRTH
QPRLENED ThHIS UNIQUE REAL ESTATE BOUTIQUE...
IT IS LOCAL, NATIONAL AND GLOBAL.

THE REPLACEMENT WINDOW

BUY1,GET1 AND DOOR EVENT

405+

All Windows and Doors*

s2000FF

Your Entire Purchase'

NO Money Down
NO Monthly Payments
NO Interest for 12 months:

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 REQUIRED - INTEREST ACCRUES FROM THE PURCHASE DATE
BUT IS VAIED IF PID N FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS

Offer Ends AUGUST 31

Andersen’ is the #1 recommended |
window and door brand” ANDERSEN
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’j 5-Star Reviews
ﬁf :i AWARD 2024
PARTNER OF THE YEAR N N R E N E WA L

Sustained Excellence e
Window Replacement
Companies

by ANDERSEN

FULLSERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

"DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 8/31/2025. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) windo or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four
(4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 5/1/2025 and 8/31/2025. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are ess than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door n the order.Additional $200 off your , minimum purchase of 4 required, taken after
initial discount(s), when you purchase by 8/31/2025. Subject to credit approval.12-month Promo Period: while no payments are due, nterest accrues but s waived ifthe loan is paid in full before the Proma Period expires. Any unpaid balance owed after the Promo Period, plus
accruedinterest,wil be paid i installments based on g d regard to age,race, color, eligion, national origi, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on
purchase of a single unit at st price.Avalabl offer ur local Renewal by Andersen location for detals License numbers avalable at renewalbyandersen.com/license. Some Renewal by Andersen locations
are independently owned and operated. 2024 Andersen brand survey of .S. homeowners. urvey of 5-star

ofthe U-S. Environmental Protection Agency. Renewal by Andersen” and all other rademarks o thir respe .©

in the customer's loan g . Fin:

ull-service window replacement companies. January 2024 Reputation.com. “ENERGY STAR is a registered trademark
orporation. All
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HARLEM CALEND

HARLEM EVENTS 1

May 23 10am-3pm

NYPL’s Job Fair & Expo: Connect, Learn, Get Hired

NYPL JOBS FAIR being held at Stephen A. Schwarzman Building located at 42nd Street & 5th
Avenue, New York, NY 10018. Are you ready to start or grow your career? Sign up for The New
York Public Library’s Job Fair and Expo! Connect with hiring employers, career experts, and train-
ing programs—including in tech! Explore job openings, boost your skills with workforce resources,
and get advice from industry experts. Plus, enjoy giveaways and chances to win exciting prizes, print
your resume for free, get professional headshots taken, and more.

May 29 7pm-8pm
Senator Chuck Schumer: Antisemitism in America
The New York Public Library, Stephen A. Schwarzman Building, located at 42nd Street & 5th
Avenue will present the Senate Minority Leader Senator Chuck Schumer who will shed light on the ¢ - ~.
Jewish American experience and sounds the alarm about the troubling resurgence of antisemitism. May 23 NYPL Job Fair & Expo at Stephen A. Schwarzman Building 42nd St
Chuck Schumer’s new book, Antisemitism in America: A Warning, is an urgent and personal work of
nonfiction that illuminates the prejudices, both hidden and overt, that have led to the chronic perse-
cution of Jewish people. Drawing from Schumer’s own life, the book places antisemitism in a larger
historical context, providing a deeper understanding of the causes behind the recent swell of antise-
mitic rhetoric and violence in the United States, and offering a call to action on the steps needed to
combat rising hate. Pre-order your copy of Antisemitism in America: A Warning and get your free
ticket. Go to nypl.org. To join the event in person | Doors will open 45 minutes before the program
begins. Purchase a drink from the NYPL bar and a snack from Amy’s Bread while you mingle before
the event. For LIVE from NYPL events, we generally overbook to ensure a full house. Please arrive
early to avoid disappointment; we will do our best to accommodate everyone. Booked seats that have
not been claimed will be released shortly before start time, and seats may become available then. A
standby line will form 45 minutes before the program.

May 29 Senator Chuck Schumer on Antisemitism in America at
Stephen A. Schwarzman Building 42nd Street

Phil Young Experience at Langston Hughes House

Every Thursday - $20 Suggested Donation
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THE 16TH ANNUAL(
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SAT.JUNE 7- JACKIE ROBINSON PARK BANDSHELL
HARLEM, NY |11AM - 7PM

SAT.JUNE 21- ST. NicHOLAS AVE.
[141sTTO145™ ST] HARLEM, NY|12PM -6PM

EXPERIENCE OVER 80 CULTURES THROUGH
MUSIC, DANCE, FOOD €+~ ART

FREE TICKETS AT
WWW.MULTICULTURALFESTIVAL.NYC
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32nd New York African Film Festival

frican Film
Festival, Inc.
(AFF) and the
Maysles Documentary
Center (MDC) have
again joined forces
for the New York Af-

rican Film Festival
(NYAFF). The 32nd

NYAFF will present
29 features and shorts
films at the MDC in
Harlem, with more
than 125 contemporary
and classic films from
Africa and its diaspo-
ra screening through-
out the full festival.

Many filmmakers will
be in attendance for
post-screening Q&As.
This year’s theme,

“Fluid Horizons: A

Shifting Lens on a
Hopeful World,” hon-
ors the resilience of
African youth and the

Astill from At All Kosts by Joseph Hillel screening during the New York Af-
rican Film Festival on May 18

A still from The Last Shore by Jean-frangois Ravagnan. The film will have its

North American premiere during the New York African Film Festival on May 17

forebearers who paved
the way for them.
Since its inception in
1993, the festival has
been at the forefront
of showcasing African
and diaspora filmmak-
ers’ unique storytelling
through the moving

image.

The Opening Night
selection at MDC was
the New York premiere

of Ebrohimie Road: A

Museum of Memory,
a documentary about
Wole Soyinka, Africa’s
first Nobel Prizewinner

EVENTS

in Literature, complete
with a Q&A with its
director Ko¢la Tubosun.
The screening was fol-
lowed by an Opening
Night Party.

A still from Ebrohimie Road A Museum of Memory by K¢la Tabosun, a documentary
about Wole Soyinka screening during the New York African Film Festival on May 15

Kidnappin, Inc. by Bruno Mourral a feature film screening on May 18
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Foundation for the Revival of Classical Culture

2025 MUSIC SCIENCE SUMMER PROGRAM
July 14th to August 1st, 2025. REGISTRATION CLOSES JUNE 15.

“"HOW THE UNIVERSE SINGS™
DESIGN THOUGHT EXPERIMENTS USING MUSICAL IDEAS

Our Foundation Summer Program for 2025 focuses on “the princi-
ple of discovery.” Students will be encouraged and prepared to in-
vestigate, and to determine for themselves, whether there is a con-
nection between the thought processes underlying what are often

2

separated as “science” and “art.” An intensive three-week course
of study will help the student re-live the thought-experiments of
scientists like Johannes Kepler and composers like J. S. Bach. We
seek to pose, and at least in part, to answer the question: Is the
source of creativity in art and science the same, and can we undet-

stand it?

Dates: July 14 - August 1, 2025
Time: Monday-Friday: 9:30 AM - 3 PM
Age: Requirement: Grades 6-12 ages 12 and above)

Location: 1125 Grand Concourse, Bronx
Subway B, D, 4; Bus BX35, BX1, BX2, BXM4

Registration and Tuition: $300 due by June 15
Early Registration — $250 if paid by May 31
Scholarships: Available as needed.

For more information: (929)551-9171;, www .ffrcc.org, email: |

klebes@yahoo.com QR Code --REGISTRATION FORM
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Flag Unveiling Ceremony Celebrates Haitian Heritage Month

estchester
County proud-
ly commem-

orated Haitian Heritage
Month with a flag un-
veiling ceremony at the
Michaelian Office Build-
ing in White Plains. The
event was hosted by
County Executive Ken
Jenkins and NYS Sen-
ator Shelley B. Mayer,
and brought together
members of the com-
munity to recognize the
Haitian-American com-
munity and its many con-
tributions to Westchester
and beyond.

Jenkins said: “In a
time where diversity is
under attack, Westches-
ter County is proud to
continue celebrating it.
The Haitian-American
community is a vital part

of Westchester County’s
culture and story. We
are proud to honor their
history and the determi-
nation that has shaped
their journey. Haitian
Heritage Month provides
an important opportunity
to recognize their lasting
contributions to our com-
munity and to celebrate
their enduring spirit of
resilience.”

Mayer said: | am
pleased to join the Hai-
tian community and

County Executive Ken
Jenkins for a flag raising
ceremony in honor of
Haitian Heritage Month.
This month, we recog-
nize and celebrate the
vibrant cultures, history,
traditions, and contribu-
tions of our Haitian and
Haitian-American neigh-

bors.”
Haitian

Month is celebrated each

May and expands on the

Heritage

annual observance of

Haitian Flag Day on May
18. The Haitian flag, first
adopted in 1803, sym-
bolizes the determination
and pride of Haiti’s strug-

COMMUNITY

tions of the Haitian com-
munity and their role in
enriching the County’s
diversity and culture.

gle for independence.
Westchester County is
proud to join in this com-
memoration, recognizing
the enduring contribu-

212-996-2676

We Go Beyond Routine

At every eye exam, we go beyond just checking
your eyes. We provide the highest level of care and
personalized attention. Our board-certified optom-
etrists are dedicated to providing unparalleled eye
care by utilizing the latest technology to perform
comprehensive eye exams. Your vision is unique,
and so is our approach to caring for it. Schedule an
appointment today and discover a world of clear

vision and style at Cohen’s Fashion Optical.

We’ve Moved To

32 WEST 125TH STREET

-Comprehensive Eye Exams

-Contact Lenses

-Designer Eyewear

-Sunglasses

-We accept most insurance
and vision plans




OP-EDITORIAL

By LaTosha Brown

“Our politics will not save
us, but it will be our humani-
ty. Our silence will not protect
us, it will be our resistance.
Our fears will never advance
or evolve our nation, it will
only keep us stuck and moving
backwards.”

n this moment of national

I reckoning, Black people

must see ourselves not
just as defenders of our hu-
manity, but as the visionaries
and architects of a world yet
to be born. For too long, we
have pleaded with a nation to
recognize what should never
have been in question — our
fundamental humanity. To-
day, | am calling for a shift
in consciousness that moves
us from defense to creation,
from resistance to recon-
struction, from surviving to
reimagining.

We are witnessing an in-
tense anti-Black campaign
disguised as opposition to
DEI, Critical Race Theory,
and Black history. This is
an attempt to erase us, our
history, and our collective
memory. But those who seek
to silence us forget some-
thing fundamental — we have
been meeting, gathering,

strategizing, and convening
for our freedom ever since
we reached the shores of this
nation.

Make no mistake: We
are the architects of de-
mocracy in America. From
Black visionary W.E.B. Du
Bois’s pioneering scholar-
ship to Black visionary lda
B. Well’s fearless anti-lynch-
ing crusade, we have always
been at the forefront of ex-
panding what democracy
means. We pushed this na-
tion to make what exists on
paper real and sustainable.
But it’s not paper that gives
us our value. We have value
just by our presence on this
planet.

We are builders of a
dream that has yet to be re-
alized. We believed in this
nation when she was unable
to believe in herself. There is
no America without the 14th
Amendment. There is no jus-
tice when racism shapes pub-

lic policy.
As we embark on what
Rev. Dr. William Bar-

ber calls “America’s third
reconstruction,” we must
ground ourselves in five es-
sential pillars: Vision, Voice,
Values, Victory, and Vote.

Vision: Black people
have always been the vision-
aries, seeing beyond systems
designed to limit us. From
Black visionary Sojourner
Truth speaking truth to pow-
er to the Black visionaries
of the Movement for Black
Lives reimagining public
safety, we have consistently
imagined societies more just
and inclusive than what ex-
isted.

Voice: Once we have vi-
sion, we must speak it into
existence with authenticity
and the full authority of our
lived experience. Too many
of us have been told our

voices don’t matter. This mo-
ment requires our full-throat-
ed truth-telling.

Values: Values are our
compass when the path is
unclear. Do we value people
over profit? Community over
competition? Justice over
convenience? When our ac-
tions align with our values,
we become unstoppable.

Victory: We must claim
victories along the journey.
Victory is when a first-time
voter casts their ballot, when
a community stops environ-
mental racism, when a young
Black girl finds her voice.

Vote: Look to the 1963
Freedom Vote in Mississip-
pi, when over 80,000 Black
Mississippians participated
in a mock election in re-
sponse to their disenfran-
chisement. This powerful act
laid the groundwork for the
Mississippi Freedom Dem-
ocratic Party, led by Fannie
Lou Hamer. They didn’t wait
for permission to claim their
democratic power; they as-
serted it.

Some suggest we are
tired of protesting, march-
ing, and fighting. Let me be
clear: We aren’t tired of
action—we’re tired of in-
sufficient progress. \We’re
exhausted by trying to re-
form systems deliberately
designed to create inequality,
rooted in racism and white
supremacy. We’re exhaust-
ed by constantly having to
prove our humanity or justify
our worthiness of equity and
justice.

We never tire of taking
care of our families, creating
lives of safety, security, and
joy. What we are tired of is
systems that extract our bril-
liance while marginalizing
us, institutions that proclaim
justice while implementing
barriers to advancement.

HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS

The Power of Black Visionaries: Moving from Resistance to
Reconstruction to Reimagining

The real question isn’t
whether to continue strug-
gling - it’s how to transform
our struggle from defense
to innovation and creation.
Black people must be vision-
aries, not just survivors. We
must unapologetically stand
in the fullness of our human-
ity, citizenship, and power.

We must be institution
builders like Black vi-
sionary Dr. Mary McLeod
Bethune, who founded a col-
lege with $1.50 and faith. We
must be healers like Black
visionary Fannie Lou Ham-
er, who established the Free-
dom Farm Cooperative. We
must think differently about
harm reduction like Black
visionary Alicia Garza and
the founders of Black Lives
Matter. We must be the first
line of defense for each oth-
er, like the Black visionaries

of the Black Panther Party
with their community pro-
grams.

We can no longer think
just as citizens of a nation
that we’ve pleaded with for
400 years to recognize our
humanity. Instead, we must
see ourselves as founders of
a new nation yet unborn -
one that understands that
diversity is our strength,
inclusion is our goal, and
justice is our birthright.

This is not separatism but
transformation. We are not
leaving America; we are be-
coming the America that has
always existed in our free-
dom dreams - the America
that Black visionary Marcus
Garvey envisioned through
Black  ownership, that
Black visionary Ella Baker
glimpsed when she empow-
ered ordinary people to lead

Consumer Cellular:

BIG WIRELESS
COVERAGE, WITHOUT
BIG WIRELESS COST.

Switch & Save Today.

themselves.
The time has come to

move beyond defending
what should never have
needed defense. On the

dawn of America’s sesqui-
centennial (250th birthday),
we will not accept anything
less than what we deserve.
We must build new systems
and explore new ways of
thinking, not just reform
those designed to oppress
us. The real opportunity is
to assert our power and build
something better for all of
humanity.

LaTosha Brown is the
co-founder of Black Voters
Matter, which is dedicated
to expanding Black voter
engagement and increasing
progressive power through
grassroots movement-build-
ing.

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for
AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not
available in all areas and is subject to system limitations.
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Beware the Double Click!
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(StatePoint)

ncient civilizations
had hieroglyphics,
we have QR codes:

the patterned graphic box-
es prompting you to access
restaurant menus, pay for
parking, find out informa-
tion about a package and
more.

Generally, quick response
(QR) codes are safe, but they
can be used to redirect you to
malicious websites, so caution
is important. Here’s how it
works.

* You get prompted to use
your device’s camera.

* You scan the code and a
link pops up.

« You click the link, expos-
ing you to threat actors.

« You’re directed to apps,
websites, locations using your
maps and much more.

Bad actors understand peo-

ple are in a rush, so this is an
appealing form of attack. It’s
a cost-efficient scam because
these codes are easy to gener-
ate and distribute. And they are
creative in finding new ways to
make them appear legitimate.
In public places, criminals can
cover an official code with a
sticker or printout showing a
fraudulent code. Some of the
more prevalent and convincing
scams include:

e Parking Ticket Scams.
Criminals place fake parking
tickets with QR codes on wind-
shields, causing unsuspecting
victims to scan the code and
click the link to learn of their
offense and digitally pay the
alleged fine.

« Brushing Scams. A crim-
inal will ship goods you never
ordered, then require you to
scan the QR code and click the
link to see who sent you the
gift.

e Payment Scams. Crim-
inals cover a legitimate QR
code with a sticker that has a
fraudulent code that directs to a
malicious site. This can happen
at gas pumps, bank windows,
parking lots, etc.

¢ Crypto Scams. Crypto
transactions are often made
through QR codes associated
with crypto accounts, making
this an appealing target for
fraudsters, especially since
once crypto payments are
made, it’s unlikely those funds
will be recovered.

To stay safe when using
QR codes:

e Check the URL: Once
you scan and the link pops up,
stop! Examine it for unusual
domain names or shortened
URLSs before clicking.

 Verify the source: Only
scan QR codes from trusted
sources, like official websites
or apps. Codes from unfamiliar

W Dental 706 St. Nicholas Ave. New York, New York 10031

Open Monday - Friday 9:00 am to 5:30 pm
Call us today: (212)939-9399

sources are more likely to be
malicious.

e Check for tampering:
Look for signs of tampering,
like altered graphics, design
flaws or stickers placed atop
original codes.

« Be suspicious: Treat sites
asking for a password or login
information as a red flag.

» Be wary of promotions:
Be cautious of offers that seem
too good to be true.

« Use a secure connection:
Look for a secure connection
(HTTPS) or padlock.

* Confirm validity of re-
quest: Before taking action,
like making a payment or en-
tering personal information,
confirm a request to scan with
the company. If you receive
a QR code from someone
you know, reach out to them
through a known number or
email to verify they sent it.

* Protect your device: Use

Evaluate QR Codes to Protect Against Fraud

t v

antivirus and antimalware soft-
ware.

* Report. If you identify a
suspicious QR code or fall vic-
tim to a QR code scam, notify
your bank and report it to law
enforcement and the Federal
Trade Commission.

If you scan a fake QR code,
your bank account, email and

identity could all be at risk. For
actions to take, consult PNC
Bank’s Reporting Fraud page
on pnc.com.

Cyber criminals are always
finding new ways to defraud
their victims, and QR codes
are no exception. With a little
caution however, you can bet-
ter protect yourself.

DENTAL
lNnsurance

Great coverage for retirees.

Coverage for cleanings,
fillings, crowns — even
dentures! Get dental
insurance from
Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.

Get your FREE Information Kit

Ask about the Premier Plan -
our most popular option!

1-844-341-0603

Dental50PIlus.com/Harlem

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. To find a network provider, go
to physiciansmutual.com/find-dentist. This specific offer not available in CO, NV, NY - call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer in
your state. Certificate C254/B465, C250A/B438 (ID: C254ID; PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P1540K; TN: P154TN).

6347-0125

Get your Info Kit
SCAN NOw!




WELLNESS

ew York Road
Runners (NYRR),
the nonprofit that

“runs” New York City pro-
ducing 60 annual adult and
youth races including the
TCS New York City Mara-
thon, hosted nearly 28,500
athletes during the sold-out
RBC Brooklyn Half, the
original, premier running
event in the borough and
one of the country’s largest
and most anticipated half
marathons, Saturday, May
17.

With the second-largest
field in RBC Brooklyn Half
event history participating,
the course took athletes on
a 13.1-mile journey from
Prospect Park to the iconic
Coney Island Boardwalk.
On the way to the finish,
athletes raced alongside
the largest Boardwalk Kids
Run in event history, with
more than 1,200 kids ages
two to 18 participating in
free youth races and dashes.

The  Manhattan-based
West Side Runners led a

1-2 punch in the men’s
race, with Mulgeta Birha-
nu Feyissa taking victory in
1:04:57, 14 seconds ahead
of his run club teammate
Tilihun Ayele Tariku.

In her first-ever RBC
Brooklyn Half, Felicia
Pasadyn broke the tape in
1:15:37, ahead of last year’s
winner and U.S. Olympian
Kim Conley.

Galo Vasquez of West-
chester Track Club won
the nonbinary division in
1:13:18, their second title in
as many months, after also
winning the division at the
2025 United Airlines NYC
Half in March.

After the race, Bersten
appeared as a featured
guest on a live taping of the
NYRR Set the Pace Podcast
Presented by Peloton during
the RBC Brooklyn Half Af-
ter-Party at Maimonides
Park in Coney Island.

“I’ve always wanted to
push my body,” said Ber-
sten. “A lot of people don’t
consider dancers as athletes,

but I think this is a great op-
portunity ... to prove to my-
self that I’m more than just
a dancer.”

“The only thing that
got me through the finish
was everyone else passing
me and encouraging me,”
James said after running a
new personal best. “That’s
the best thing about running
these New York Road Run-
ners races.”

In addition to the adult
half marathon, more than
1,200 kids ages two to 18
finished the free Boardwalk
Kids Run, one of more than
20 free Rising New York
Road Runners youth events
the nonprofit hosts during
the year to encourage kids
to be physically active and
build their confidence to
cross any finish line. The
Boardwalk Kids Run took
place near mile 12 of the
adult race and included
members of Rising New
York Road Runners, the
free running-based youth
program for more than

HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS
New York Road Runners Welcomed Nearly 28,500 Finishers

100,000 kids across the
five boroughs, including
35,000+ in Brooklyn.

A New York City-based
nonprofit, New York Road
Runners’ vision is to build
healthier lives and stron-
ger communities through
the transformative power
of running — serving near-
ly a half a million people
annually through its races,
free community events,

youth running initiatives,
and school-based programs
across the five boroughs.
During its nearly 70 years,
New York Road Runners
has grown from a local
running club to the world’s
premier community run-
ning organization, produc-
ing more than 60 adult and
youth races each year, in-
cluding the TCS New York
City Marathon. Held the

first Sunday each Novem-
ber, the TCS New York City
Marathon features more
than 50,000 runners—from
the world’s best profession-
al athletes to a vast range of
runners across experience
levels, ages, genders, abil-
ities, and backgrounds. To
learn more, visit www.nyrr.
org.
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URBANOLOGY: Choice

By William A. Rogers

oW many times
have you said
that you have

to do something? The
fact is there is always a
choice. J. Martin Kohe
wrote a book about
choice title “Your Great-
est Power”. Personal
development expert
Bob Proctor considers
your ability to choose

iIs what separates you
from the rest of the an-
imal kingdom.

Fear and doubt are
the main reasons why
we feel that we have
no choice in a situa-
tion, but you always
have a choice. We fear
the unknown and social
programing will create
illusionary visions of
consequences that often
force you into choosing
to do something that
you don’t want to do.

In his book *“The
ABCs of Success” Bob
Proctor writes that “life
is too short to be spent
doing something or
going somewhere you
have not chosen to do
or go. Proctor goes on
to say that “no” can be
a complete sentence.
Don’t blame others for

making you do some-
thing that you don’t
want to do.

The choice is always
yours and if you are
currently doing some-
thing that you don’t
want to do; it is because
you choose to. Never let
others take your power
away, it is always your
choice to do something.
You might not want
to do something and
choose to do it because
of the fear of conse-
quences if you do not;
but it is always your
choice.

Fear and doubt will
always keep you from
reaching your true po-
tential if you allow them
to. As stated, before
most of our fears are
illusionary. We all are
programed into believ-

HERBS ARE NATURE'S REMEDY

Addressing Eye Issues with Herbs

By Zakiyyah

he eyes are consid-
ered the Windows
of the Soul, and it is

the liver that opens into the
eyes. When the Liver is har-
monized and receives blood
properly and plentifully,
the eyes can see; many eye
and vision disorders are liv-
er-related. During physical
activity the Liver allows the
blood to move freely out-
ward when the body needs
blood for nourishment.
During rest or inactivity,
the blood returns to and is
stored in the Liver. When
we have difficulty sleeping,
or restless sleep, or wake
unrested, it may partially be
due to our Liver being out
of balance and is unable to

do its job fully.

The herb Eyebright aids
in stimulating the liver to
clear the blood and relieve
those conditions that af-
fect clarity of vision and
thought. It should be taken
liberally on a daily basis to
treat all eye problems. For
conjunctivitis, eye weak-
ness, dry or tearing eyes,
ophthalmia and other eye
disease, the tea can be used
as an eyewash and com-
bined with goldenseal, rue
or fennel.

Other herbs that invigo-
rate and restore balance to
the eyes: red raspberry, ja-
borandi (glaucoma), yellow
marigold (glaucoma).

Some herbs that restore

balance to the liver include:
Burdock, Chaparral, Dan-
delion, Yellow Dock, Gen-
tian, Prickly Ash Bark and
Sassafras.
MAKE NATURE’S
MEDICINE YOUR OWN
Always do your own research
to discover herbs’ full benefits and
contra-indications. This informa-
tion is to help balance your body’s
natural healing energies, and is
not intended as diagnosis, treat-
ment, or cure. Email: theherb-
alist1750@gmail.com; phone:

347-407-4312; blog: www.herbsa-

renaturesmedicine.blogspot.com.

ing in illusionary lim-
itations. The power that
comes from understand-
ing that we are who we
think we are should be
taken seriously.

Thought manifesta-
tion is real. If you are
not satisfied with who
or where you are to-
day; choose to change
the way you think and
tomorrow can be differ-
ent.

| believe that most
bad choices come from
allowing the influence
of external people,
places and things to
overcome internal in-
tuitive thought. Noth-
ing outside of you can
truly make you happy.
The thoughts that you
attach to anything out-
side of self is at best il-
lusionary due to social

URBANOLOGY

programing.  Nothing
in the material world is
as good or as bad as it
is in your mind. Think
about something you
wanted very badly and
then think about your
thoughts after you got
it.

We can always do
more than we feel that
we can if we choose
to change the way we
think. We can manifest
material reality if we
have faith that we can.

We can choose to ac-
cept our current condi-
tions, or we can choose
not to; the power to
choose is truly a won-
derful ability that no
one can take away un-
less you choose to let
them.

Answers to Crossword on page 17

Subscribe
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Free”




GAMES

See answers on pages 20

See answers on pages 19

Statepoint Crossword
THEME:
ON BROADWAY

ACROSS

1. Benatar and Morita
5. Certain tray
contents

8. In custody

12. *Main character in
“Shrek the Musical,”
based on 2001 flick
13. Soreness

14. Wore (2 words)
15. Street in Anytown
, USA

16. Burn to a crisp
17. Opposite of alpha
18. *Musical with
most Tony Awards,
with The

20. Grape holder

21. Entertain

22.  Aviv

23. Unrhymed
Japanese poem, pl.
26. Snakebirds

30. Opposite of hence
31. Shooting star

34. Milk’s favorite
cookie

DON'T
MISS
ANOTHER
ISSUE

SUBSCRIBE

TODAY!

GO TO

PAGE 18
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35. Zoroaster follower
37. A Beatle bride
38. Mix-up

39. Type of cotton
40.*__ Lloyd
Webber

42. Dog command
43. Inference of
similarity

45. 4th letter of
Hebrew alphabet

47. “But | heard him
exclaim, _ he
drove out of sight...”
48. Pool table fabric
50. Altar location

52. *Last year’s Tony
Award winner for
Best Musical, with The
56. Santa Anna’s
target

57. To, archaic

58. Small cave

59. Cocaine-
producing plant, pl.
60. Diagnostic test
61. Biblical Isaac’s
firstborn

62. Not quite an adult
63. Craggy peak

64. Tear

DOWN

1. Circumstance’s
partner

2. Lab gel

3. Domingo, Pavarott
i and Carreras, e.g.

4, “Where the Wild
Things Are” author

5. Plural of #13 Across
6. Social media button
7. Not his

8. *Musical with most
Tony nominations

9. Barbara of “l Dream
of Jeannie”

10. *Private box

11. Double
helix-shaped structure
13. Emile Zola’s

“J’ L

14. What helicopter
parents do

19. Savory taste
sensation

22. Black gunk

23. Tapa, alt. sp.

24. “Encore!”

25. Jean, a.k.a

. Marilyn Monroe

26. Don’t let this hit
you on the way out

27. Use the other end
of a pencil

28. Re-equip

29. *Rodgers’ and
Hammerstein’s “

___ Pacific”

32. *Award nickname,
short for Antoinette
33. Finish line

36. *Arthur Miller’s
“Deathofa__ ”
38. Swaziland native
40.*” _ of

Aguarius,” song
from “Hair”

41. a.k.a. the Wizard
of Menlo Park

44, Plural of #34
ACross

46. Late actor Heath
48. Social dice game
49. Rose oil

50. Medicinal house
plant

51. Tempo

52. Give a boot

53. Gaelic

54. Multicolored
horse

55. Wall support

56. *Part of a play
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AUTEIDONATIONS

Drive Out Breast Cancer: Donate a
car today! The benefits of donating
your car or boat: Fast Free Pickup
- 24hr Response  Tax Deduction -
Easy To Do! Call 24/7: 855-905-475

AUNOIDONAY ONS

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our vet-
erans! Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and receive a top
tax deduction! Call Veteran Car

AUMOIDONAVIONS

Wheels For Wishes benefiting Make-
A-Wish® Northeast New York. Your
Car Donations Matter NOW More
Than Ever! Free Vehicle Pick Up ANY-
WHERE. We Accept Most Vehicles
Running or Not. 100% Tax Deductible.
Minimal To No Human Contact. Call:
(877) 798-9474. Car Donation Foun-
dation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. www.
wheelsforwishes.org.

CAREERUMRAINING

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI! Get
Trained, Certified & ready to work
in months! Call 855-543-6440. (M-F
8am-6pm ET). Computer with internet
is required.

CAREERVMRAINING

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PROGRAM!
Train ONLINE to get the skills to become
a Computer & Help Desk Professional
now! Grants and Scholarships available for
certain programs for qualified applicants.
Call CTI for details! 844-947-0192 (M-F
8am-6pm ET). Computer with internet is
required.

Stroke and Cardiovascular
disease are leading causes of
death, according to the Ameri-
can Heart Association. Screen-
ings can provide peace of mind
or early detection! Contact Life
Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5
screenings for just $149. Call
1-844-475-2434

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and mobility with
the compact design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 844-769-2956

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for
400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance
- NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit
with all the details! 1-844-341-0603 www.
dental50plus.com/harlem #6258

HOME]IMRROVEMEN()

Prepare for power outages with
Briggs & Stratton&#9415; PowerPro-
the
most powerful home standby genera-

tect(TM) standby generators -

tors available. Industry-leading com-
prehensive warranty A— 7 years ($849
value.) Proudly made in the U.S.A. Call
Briggs & Stratton 1-888-895-6795.

HOMEJMRROVEMEN]

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices -
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime
warranty & professional installs. Se-
nior & Military Discounts available.
Call: 866-393-3636

HOMENMEROVEMENJ

Don't Pay For Covered Home Repairs
Again! American Residential Warran-
ty covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE/ $100 OFF POPULAR PLANS.
833-398-0526

MISCESFANEOUS

GoGo. Live and age your way.
Get help with rides, groceries,
meals and more. Memberships
start as low as $1 per day. Avail-
able 24/7 nationwide. BBB Rated
A+ Business. Call GoGo to get
started. 1-877-265-8006

MISCEBFANEOUS

\VAINTERN E{§RH@NE

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190
channels and 3 months free premium
movie channels! Free next day instal-
lation! Call 888-508-5313

\VAINTERN E{fRHONE

Consumer Cellular - the same reli-
able, nationwide coverage as the larg-
est carriers. No long-term contract, no
hidden fees and activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For more
information, call 1-833-331-0967

VA NERN EfgREH ONE

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get
your favorite live TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE Pack-
age, $84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO Max
and Premium Channels included for 3 mos
(W/CHOICE Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some restrictions
apply. Call VS 1-877-830-1467

CLASSIFIED
iV NTERN EfigR O NE

Choose EarthLink Fiber Inter-
net for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no
data caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift
card when you make the switch.
Call 1-844-219-0416

MISCEIFANEQUS

FreedomCare. Let your loved ones
care for you and get paid!A Paid by
Medicaid. Choose family or friends as
your paid caregiver. Check your eligi-
bility today! Call FreedomCare now!
1-855-502-1782

VAINTERN EfgREHON E

Switch and save up to $250/year
on your talk, text and data. No contract
and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data plans. Premi-
um nationwide coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service. For more in-
formation, call 1-833-331-0967

MTA Procurement

The MTA encourages vendors who have not done business with us to
register for our bidders list using MY MTA Portal for vendors at
www.mymta.info. Registered vendors can search for procurement
opportunities across all MTA agencies and receive invitations to bid or
propose on the types of goods and services they can provide. Certified
minority and women-owned businesses (M/WBE), service-disabled
veteran-owned businesses (SDVOB), and disadvantaged businesses
(DBE), are strongly encouraged to compete for MTA opportunities.
Visit our website at https://new.mta.info/doing-business-with-us for
detailed information and guidelines.
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LITERARY CORNER

by Jee McClean

Review by Terri Schlichenmeyer, Harlem News contributor

om never had to
M worry.

After she re-
minded you to look out for
your siblings, she didn’t
have to tell you again. From
then on, you had one an-
other’s backs, you were a
team that nobody messed
with. And all these years
later, today, you still watch
out for them because, in
your house and in “Blair
Underwood Presents Sins
of Survivors,” by Joe Mc-
Clean, family comes first.

Every now and then,
Benjamin Carter woke up,
remembering.

He was a youngster
when white men killed his
father in a way that still
caused the nightmares. It'd
been decades since then,

decades since his oldest
brother, Jasper, took charge
and moved Benjamin, their
sister, and their half-broth-
er away from Alabama to
the safety of Ohio, then to
Detroit. Decades, but the
memories never went away.

Still,  Benjamin  and
Jasper had done well for
themselves. It was 1937,
the Detroit suburb of Black
Bottom was mostly thriving
despite hard times, and the
Carter brothers were im-
portant men in the areas of
business, industry, and en-
tertainment.

As long as they paid the
bribes required to the po-
lice force and to the other
powerful organized crime
groups that ruled the Black
Bottom section of Detroit,

Answers to Sudoku on page 19

SUDOKU
ANSWERS

there’d be no trouble. As
long as Benjamin’s sons
and Jasper’s children could
keep the family businesses
running smoothly, every-
thing was good.

Still, there was trouble.
Tensions were heating up
between the automakers
and the unions, and Ben-
jamin’s connections with
corrupt politicians  were
complicated by racism and
grift from outside forces.
His son, the one who ran the
Carter brother’s most prof-
itable business, a night club,
was involved with a Rus-
sian prostitute at a brothel
run by a woman who Ben-
jamin didn’t want to admit
was his cousin. His young-
est son was a dreamer. His
daughter was fast becoming
invested in women’s rights.
And it was possible that his
half-brother, Lance, a man
Benjamin hated, might not
be on the Carter brother’s
side...

Starting about thirty
pages in, “Sins of Survi-
vors” is rough. There are
way too many characters in
it — some come and go on a
page and never return — and
there are large chunks of
book in which you may not
completely know what’s
going on. It’s a struggle.

That doesn’t mean that
it’s a total waste of your
time, though.

As the screenwriter-di-
rector that he is, author
Joe McClean offers an ac-
tion-packed story that’s
based in part on real history,
with touches of crime and
corruption that will appeal
to readers of 1930s-type
noir fiction or fans of the
Francis Ford Coppola tril-
ogy. The side-stories in
which the Carter brothers’

HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS
Blair Underwood Presents: "Sins of Survivors"

children partake is a nice
touch, too, because plot-
threads like those don’t
often appear in gangster
novels.

But do those good things
overshadow the roughness?
That’ll be determined by
your need for clarity, be-
cause it’s not always here
in this novel. “Blair Under-
wood Presents Sins of Sur-
vivors” isn’t all bad but it’s
not a Tennyson Hardwick
novel, if that’s what you
want. Keep that in mind be-
fore you look out for it.

Blair Underwood

Presents

“Sins of Survivors”

by Joe McClean
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