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OUR MISSION STATEMENT
The Harlem Community Newspapers, Inc. will publish positive 
news and information. Our mission is to deliver “good” and 
informative news to our readers focusing on health, education, 
housing, business and employment opportunities. We look for 
and publish results, not problems. We promote businesses, 
opportunities and events happening in the communities we 
serve. We are dedicated to providing our readers with valuable 
information they can use to improve the quality of life for them-
selves, their families and our communities.

To reserve advertising space email us at:

harlemnewsinc@aol.com

To subscribe to our daily newsletter “Harlem Daily” or 
to receive print copies in the mail, go to our website at 

www.harlemcommunitynews.com or page 18
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Pope Leo XIV—former-
ly Cardinal Robert Prevost 
of Chicago—has Black and 
Creole roots. The new Pope 
has   stated in his address 
that he aims to continue fur-
thering the work of Fran-
cis, who was known for his 
commitment to social jus-
tice.  (see page 13)

The legendary Phil 
Young  is offering a musi-
cal experience at the home 
of Langston Hughes in Har-
lem. The Thursday night 
events include poetry from 
Hughes intermingled with 
music from some very tal-
ented local Harlem musi-
cians. Phil has been playing 
the drums professionally 
since he was 15 for some 
well known groups.  It is 
indeed an experience and a 
night of entertainment you 
will enjoy. Plan to visit on 
Thursday. Suggsted dona-
tion is $20. (see page 9)

The Eastern Area Links 
held  their 48th Confer-
ence last month, which in-
cluded a Community Day 
of Health and Wellness at 
Mother AME Zion Church 
in Harlem. (see page 12)                                 

Go to our website and 
subscribe to our daily news-
letter that will come direct 
to your email. It is free!.
email us at harlemnews-
inc@aol.com.
           
        Pat Stevenson

Celebrating
31 years Publishing
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERSCOMMUNITY

WE VAX
Get your 2024-2025 
COVID-19 and 
flu vaccines to 
protect against 
current variants.

Talk to your doctor, 
call 311 or visit 
nyc.gov/covidvaccine 
to learn more.

because w
e’re 

both over 

65 and at
 

increased 
risk.

For abortion services or care, visit the Abortion 
Access Hub or call us at 1-877-NYC-AHUB.
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS EXPRESSIONS

PONDER THIS! Health, Wellness and Art in Harlem

Good mental health 
is as important to 
survivorship as is 

the overall treatment of dis-
eases. Having a passion or 
a hobby that brings person-
al joy and distraction from 
dwelling on the fears of 
illness is urgent throughout 
recovery.

The Children’s Art Car-
nival on Hamilton Terrace is 
the home base for the most 
unique artistic handiwork 
of Wilhelmina Grant Coo-
per, Founder of SISTAAH 
Studio. Wilhelmina has in-
tentionally allowed her light 
to shine through art every 
moment of the thirty-one 
years she has been a cancer 
survivor. 

April was National Mi-
nority Cancer Awareness 
Month and once again Wil-
helmina opened her studio 
and her heart to celebrate 
and recognize those who 
have sojourned the road 
through cancer and are 
thriving in their individual 
endeavors. 

“We are proud to cele-
brate the resilience of our 
community and raise aware-
ness around the importance 
of early cancer detection 
particularly in communities 
that face  systemic health 
inequities. Through art, 
conversation, and wellness 
practices, we offer space for 
healing and empowerment,” 

says Sistaah Wilhelmina.
As a cancer survivor, I 

was honored to accept the 
invitation to speak, hoping 
my words would be a source 
of inspiration. I was in grand 
company on a program that 
included: Mistress of Cere-
monies Margratta Samuel, 
Gratitude Blessing & Re-
membrance of Ancestors by 
Rev. Iya Karen  Stowe.

Andrea Cleveland, PhD 
of Urban  Healing Circle 
presented a  remarkable 
Sound Bath Relaxation Ex-
perience. Poignant words 
of hope by Faterneh Parvin, 
MD Breast Surgical Oncol-
ogy Fellow from Memori-
al Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Care offered words of hope 
and informative information 
on the latest breast cancer 
treatments and prognosis. 
Sabrina Sahara led the group 
singing a heartfelt rendition 
of “Lean on Me.”

An exhibit of the diverse 
artwork created by partic-
ipants of SISTAAH Stu-
dio’s weekly O.Y.E. (Open 
Your Eyes) art workshops 
was unveiled, Chef Brandy 
Cochrane presented a plant-
based dessert demo and tast-
ing and presented copies of 
her book, The Plant-Based 
Handbook (Improve  Your 

Health with Plants) as a 
raffle prize, in addition to a  
grand prize raffle drawing 
of a fully stacked basket 
of healthy products and in-
depth cancer literature. 

Support is necessary on 
the totem pole of survivor-
ship and this event provid-
ed an afternoon of fellow-
ship with those who have 
a passion for life. To be in 
the company of those who 
fought the fight after a can-
cer diagnosis and continue 
to grow stronger in number 
with a profound understand-
ing that knowledge is power, 
was time well spent. 

Touche to those focused 
on health, on wellness, and 

spiritual wholeness through 
the arts. Kudos to Wilhelmi-
na and the SISTAAH Stu-
dio.

[Hazel Rosetta Smith 
is a journalist, playwright, 
and artistic director of Help 
Somebody Theatrical Minis-
tries. Contact: misshazel@
twc.com]

By Hazel Rosetta Smith

(L-r) Wilhelmina Grant Cooper and 
Fatemeh Parvin-Nejad, MD

Andrea Cleveland, PhD, Urban Healing Circle

Chef Brandy Cochrane
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERSCOMMUNITY

Buy 
Tickets:

Box 
Office:

718
960
8833
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS OP EDITORIAL

Destroying Guns, Protecting Our City

     The Adams adminis-
tration has been com-
mitted to public safety 

from the start, and getting il-
legal guns off our streets and 
out of our lives is core to that 
mission. Since the day I took 
office, the NYPD has seized 
more than 21,400 illegal fire-
arms — and last week, I was 
able to help send many of these 
confiscated weapons to their 
final destination — a wood 
chipper that destroyed these 
guns so they can never be used 
to cause harm again.

The Reworld facility in 
Westbury is where the NYPD 
sends evidence, including ille-
gal firearms, to be disposed of 
after it is no longer needed in 
a case. Members of our admin-
istration and the NYPD gath-
ered there last Thursday with 
violence interrupters, anti-gun 

advocates, faith leaders, and 
the families of victims to help 
put these dangerous weapons 
into the gun chipper to be de-
stroyed forever — ensuring 
they will never again endanger 
another child, terrify another 
New Yorker, or destroy anoth-
er precious life. The destroyed 
guns will be turned into scrap 
metal, recycled, and sent to the 
School of Cooperative Techni-
cal Education, where students 
in the welding vocational pro-
gram will finally make use of 
these products and create a me-
morial to honor victims of gun 
violence. 

It was a bittersweet oc-
casion. Each gun we destroy 
closes a door on a future act of 
violence — but also reminds 
us of the precious lives we 
have already lost — including 
the life of Excenia Mette, the 
beloved Harlem bodega own-
er and grandmother who was 
shot dead in a crossfire just last 
week.

Excenia’s death is tragic 
reminder of how gun violence 
tears apart lives and entire 
communities. This is the issue 
that keeps me up at night — 
and gets me up every day as 
your mayor. We must get crim-

inals off our streets and illegal 
guns out of their hands. We 
must enforce our laws, pros-
ecute wrongdoers, and fight 
recidivism. Every New Yorker 
must be safe and feel safe, con-
fident that their city is looking 
out for them and their families, 
no matter where they live.

Over three years ago, we 
came into office determined to 
make this city safer. And each 
one of these guns we have con-
fiscated is making good on that 
promise. Each gun we destroy 
saves lives, damming up one 
more river that leads to the 
sea of violence, and sending 
a message that these weapons 
have no place in our city or in 
our society.

I am proud to say that our 
administration has made sig-
nificant strides in creating saf-
er streets, safer subways, and a 
safer city for New York fami-
lies. We have had five straight 
quarters of declining crime, 
and the first three months of 
this year saw the lowest num-
ber of shootings in recorded 
history. This is a direct result of 
our anti-gun efforts and major 
win for the NYPD and our city. 
Police Commissioner Jessica 
Tisch is already leading this 

department into a new era of 
safety and success, along with 
Deputy Mayor Kaz Daughtry 
and the brave men and women 
of the NYPD, who run towards 
danger rather than away from 
it.

We can never forget the 
countless number of men and 
women who have placed their 
lives on the line to defend 
and protect the City of New 
York. Every day, our team is 
out there doing this dangerous 
work, interacting with violent 
and, far too often, armed recid-
ivists who have made up their 
mind to wreak havoc on our 
city. As your mayor, I want ev-
ery one of them to know how 
grateful this city is for their 
courage and dedication.

Because of our steadfast 
focus on eradicating gun vi-
olence, New York City con-
tinues to be the safest big city 
in America. But we will keep 
pressing for more — more offi-
cers, more safety, more results. 
This administration is all about 
going the distance, with long-
term plans to ensure that New 
York City remains the greatest 
city on the globe and a safe 
place for our families, our chil-
dren, and our grandmothers.

Subscription Information page 18

Advertise in Harlem Community Newspapers 
email today: 

harlemnewsinc@aol.com

By Mayor Eric Adams

Vol. 31   No. 20                   May 15, 2025
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERSREAL ESTATE
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IT IS LOCAL, NATIONAL AND GLOBAL. 
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“WE MAKE THE DEALS HAPPEN!”
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Home Buying in Harlem
Be Prepared to Buy Now

Springtime is now upon 
us and not a minute too 
soon. Prospective first-

time home buyers are finding 
themselves right in the middle 
of the ‘open house’ season. 
You will be able to find in 
Harlem and other neighbor-
hoods several beautiful homes 
on the market. Surprisingly 
the market prices are quite 
high, in fact higher than ex-
pected for most of these prop-
erties but that has not stopped 
the buying frenzy. The com-
petition for available homes 
has exceeded expectations 
as buyers are now offering in 
many cases much more than 
the asking price!

To enter this housing 
market, you must be ready 
because the stakes are high! 
You must have an adequate 
amount of money saved for 
the down payment and closing 
costs, usually now somewhere 
between $30-35,000. Most 
lenders will also want to see 

a solid credit history, at least 
3-4 active accounts and no 
late payments over the last 24 
months.  

Some lenders will use 
‘non-traditional’ credit if you 
do not have the minimum 
number of trade lines. This 
will include proof of monthly 
on time payments on accounts 
such as your rent payments, 
cell phone, utility bills and 
perhaps payments on your 
student loan.  The lenders will 
generally require a minimum 
of twelve months’ payments 
on at least 3 non-traditional 
payment accounts and still 
prefer one major credit ac-
count.

HCCI offers a program 
called Lending Circles. This 
program is designed to in-
crease your savings and to 
improve your credit score. It 
works similar to a ‘susu ex-
cept it is reported to all three 
credit bureaus as an instalment 
loan. There are three savings 
amounts $50, $100 and $200. 
If you are interested in learn-
ing more about this program, 
go to www.lendingcircles.org. 
and enter my zip code 10039.

Start assembling your 
home buying team of experts 
to assist you through the pro-
cess. Your team will consist of 
the following professionals: 
a housing counselor, loan of-

ficer, real estate agent, home 
inspector, insurance agent 
and real estate attorney. Do 
your research as part of your 
selection process. Ask friends 
who recently purchased for 
recommendations. Start with 
completing the home buying 
education workshop to have 
a better understanding of the 
steps involved.

At the workshop you will 
learn the terminology related 
to the home buying industry. 
You will also learn about the 
various grant programs avail-
able to assist you in the pur-
chase. There will be presenta-
tions on shopping for a home 
and learning about the differ-
ent types of properties such 
as condominiums, coopera-
tives, single and multi-family 
homes. Start the pre-approval 
process to determine your 
maximum loan limit. The loan 
amounts will be the difference 
between the purchase price 
and your down payment. Use 
your budget to determine how 
much you can comfortably 
afford to spend for a monthly 
mortgage payment.

If you are interested in at-
tending the workshop or have 
questions regarding the home 
buying process, contact Rev. 
Dr. Charles Butler at (212) 
281 4887 ext. 231 or email at 
cbutler@hcci.org.

By Rev. Dr. Charles Butler

Take the Customers Count survey and help 
us improve your transit service.

Scan QR Code 
to take the survey

mta.info/springsurvey

All completed surveys are 
eligible to WIN one of 50 
OMNY gift cards worth $100.
(For use on subways and buses)

Share your 
thoughts 
with the
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS CALENDAR

HARLEM CALENDAR OF COMMUNITY EVENTSHARLEM CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Phil Young Experience at Langston Hughes House 
Every Thursday - $20 Suggested Donation

HARLEM EVENTS 
May 23 10am-3pm
NYPL’s Job Fair & Expo: Connect, Learn, Get Hired 
NYPL JOBS FAIR being held at Stephen A. Schwarzman Building located at 42nd Street & 5th 

Avenue, New York, NY 10018. Are you ready to start or grow your career? Sign up for The New 
York Public Library’s Job Fair and Expo! Connect with hiring employers, career experts, and train-
ing programs—including in tech! Explore job openings, boost your skills with workforce resources, 
and get advice from industry experts. Plus, enjoy giveaways and chances to win exciting prizes, print 
your resume for free, get professional headshots taken, and more.

May 29 7pm-8pm
Senator Chuck Schumer: Antisemitism in America
The New York Public Library, Stephen A. Schwarzman Building, located at 42nd Street & 5th 

Avenue will present the Senate Minority Leader Senator Chuck Schumer who will shed light on the 
Jewish American experience and sounds the alarm about the troubling resurgence of antisemitism. 
Chuck Schumer’s new book, Antisemitism in America: A Warning, is an urgent and personal work of 
nonfiction that illuminates the prejudices, both hidden and overt, that have led to the chronic perse-
cution of Jewish people. Drawing from Schumer’s own life, the book places antisemitism in a larger 
historical context, providing a deeper understanding of the causes behind the recent swell of antise-
mitic rhetoric and violence in the United States, and offering a call to action on the steps needed to 
combat rising hate. Pre-order your copy of Antisemitism in America: A Warning and get your free 
ticket. Go to nypl.org. To join the event in person | Doors will open 45 minutes before the program 
begins. Purchase a drink from the NYPL bar and a snack from Amy’s Bread while you mingle before 
the event. For LIVE from NYPL events, we generally overbook to ensure a full house. Please arrive 
early to avoid disappointment; we will do our best to accommodate everyone. Booked seats that have 
not been claimed will be released shortly before start time, and seats may become available then. A 
standby line will form 45 minutes before the program.

May 23 NYPL Job Fair & Expo at Stephen A. Schwarzman Building 42nd St

May 29 Senator Chuck Schumer on Antisemitism in America at
Stephen A. Schwarzman Building 42nd Street
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Phil Young Experience at Home of Langston Hughes on Thursdays in Harleml

By Lil Nickelson

On Thursday, April 
24th, 2025, I made 
my way over to the 

second floor of Langston 
Hughes House located at 20 
East 127th Street in East Har-
lem to handle some “Grown 
Folk’s Business.” That is the 
theme that master jazz drum-
mer Phil Young has given to 
his events at this location every 
Thursday evening from 6pm to 
9pm, and the first set begins at 
6:30pm. The Phil Young Ex-
perience presents an evening 
of jazz, poetry, soulful vocals, 
and inspiring conversations. 

Until the show began, I 
got the chance to soak up the 
old-world charm on Harlem 
brownstones. The rooms with 
soaring ceilings, tall windows 
with shutters to block out the 
sunlight, the tall antique glass 
mirror in between the two front 
windows. The walls had plain 
to very ornate crown mold-

ings throughout the rooms, a 
fireplace, and hardwood floors 
throughout. Legend has it that 
the old piano that was near one 
of the front windows, and the 
typewriter from the 1920s on 
top of the fireplace mantel were 
property of Langston Hughes 
when he resided here. A larg-
er-than-life head and shoul-
der black and white photo of 
Langston Hughes hangs over 
the fireplace, along with the 
remaining length of the wall 
displaying black and white 
post boards with commentary 
typed on them that discuss Mr. 
Hughes’ life.

Once Phil Young got on the 
microphone to start the first or 
two sets all attention turned to 
the band and the music. Phil 
Young was on drums, Melis-
sa Slocum on bass, Richard 
Clements on keyboard, and 
Tommy Morimoto on the sax-
ophone. The musicians were 
giving the audience their best, 
and we grooved to the mu-

sic. Every now and then Phil 
would get on the mic to let 
us know what tunes they had 
played. Four vocalists were 
featured at the performance I 
attended. Tina Fabrigue, Ni-
kita White, Beverly Crosby, 
and Tommie Thompson. Tina 
was first up, and she began by 
reciting poetry, talking about 

relationships before she sang 
a jazzy rendition of My Funny 
Valentine. Nikita was next up, 
and her second tune ushered 
in some blues with I Got Bad 
News Baby. Tommie with his 
deep baritone voice sounding 
like Paul Robeson when he re-
cited Old Man River and What 
is America to You. Beverly 

turned the audience on with 
some gospel music when she 
sang Amazing Grace.

The audience included 
grown folks young as well as 
seasoned by life. People in 
attendance were as diverse as 
the music, and the musicians; 
we hailed from Harlem, Eu-
rope, France, South Ameri-

ca, and Australia. In between 
the two sets Phil offered his 
guests pizza, a tossed salad, a 
non-alcoholic beverage, along 
with stimulating conversation. 
What a treat for only $20 for 
three hours of music.

Audience listening to the musicians in The Phil Young 
Experience.

Phil Young engaging in 
conversation with the audience.

The male spoken word artist 
Tommie Thompson.
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS EVENTS

Harlem Wellness Festival Returnng to Marcus Garvey Park May 17th By Uptown Grand Central 

A celebration of the 
strong network of 
minority- and wom-

en-owned gyms, studios and 
spas that  Harlem  has built  over 
the past decade,  Harlem Well-
ness Fest  is  a move and stretch 
party  where you can get to 
know  Harlem’s local fitness 
and wellness  businesses. Plus, 
map out your  wellness  rou-
tine for spring and summer! 
  Meet the teachers and train-
ers  who are expanding and en-
ergizing our community culture 
of fitness and self-care, includ-
ing Harlem Cycle, Harlem Ket-
tlebell Club,  Harlem  Yoga 
Studio,  Harlem  Wellness  Cen-
ter, Urban Yoga Foundation, Rok-
mil Fitness,  Movement  Har-
lem, Uptown Veg & The Juicery.

Save the date! Harlem Well-
ness Festival is returning to Mar-
cus Garvey Park  on  Saturday, 
May 17.

  BECOME A GREETER
If you are a proud New Yorker, 

enjoy meeting people from around the world 
-and want to volunteer on your schedule- 
BIG APPLE GREETER IS FOR YOU!

To learn more, go to
BIGAPPLEGREETER.ORG

Tuesday P. Brooks

“I was a Greeter for many 
years in the 90’s, showing 
visitors Harlem. I am still 
friends with visitors from 
Australia and the UK, who I 
spent time with on a greet.”
 -Tuesday P. Brooks
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 Our Community Homeownership Commitment1 can help. Get up to $17,500
when combining down payment and closing costs grants. (Restrictions apply.)

Up to $10,000 toward your down payment when 
combined with our 3% down mortgage2,4

America’s Home Grant® covers up to $7,500 
in eligible closing costs3

$10,000 $7,500

What would you like the power to do?®

Learn more at bankofamerica.com/homeowner
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Eastern Area Links Hosts 48th Conference featuring a Community Day of  Health & Wellness at 
Mother AME Zion Church

The Eastern Area of 
The Links, Incor-
porated convened 

its 48th Area Conference 
in the vibrant heart of New 
York City, April 23rd to 
27th, 2025, at the Marriott 
Marquis in Times Square. 
Themed “Elevate with 
Excellence,” the bienni-
al gathering welcomed 
over 1,700 distinguished 
members representing 83 
chapters from across the 
Eastern United States and 
the United Kingdom.

Professionals in med-
icine, law, education, sci-
ence, business, and the 
arts united under one roof 
to engage in transforma-
tional workshops, civic 
discussions, and celebra-
tions of friendship and sis-
terhood.

In keeping with tradi-
tion, the conference began 
with a powerful commu-
nity service project. On 
April 23, 2025, The East-
ern Area Links, Incorpo-
rated hosted The Big Ap-
ple Cluster Community 
Day of Health and Well-
ness at the historic Moth-
er AME Zion Church in 
Harlem—the oldest Black 
institution in New York 
State. The site holds deep 
historical significance, 
tracing its roots to Seneca 
Village, the original Black 
community displaced by 
the creation of Central 
Park.

Residents, healthcare 
professionals, and civ-
ic leaders gathered from 
8:00 AM to 2:00 PM for 
a dynamic day of wellness 
programming and com-
munity care.

Event Highlights in-
cluded:A Healthy Break-
fast to fuel the day’s ac-
tivities; Panel Discussions 
moderated by Cheryl 

Wills, TV Host and Emmy 
Award-winning Journalist, 
featuring the following 
distinguished panelists, in-
cluding; Valeria Revolus,  
Dr. Thomasena Ellison, 
Dr. Kimberly Jef-
fries Leonard, Ph.D., 
Dr. Poroshat Shekarloo 
Dr. Bernadette Sheridan, 
Dr. Cardinale B. Smith, 
MD, Ph.D, and . 
Carla D. Brown.As well 
as a conversation with 
Rev. Dr. Malcolm J. Byrd, 
Pastor of Mother AME 
Zion, and Dr. Lisa Loury 
Lomas, Eastern Area Di-
rector of The Links, In-
corporated

C o m p l e m e n t a r y 
Health Screenings,w-
ere held,  including: 
Blood pressure checks,  
Breast cancer screenings, 
Prostate cancer screen-
ings.

Additional wellness 
resources and educational 
materials, included:

A Healthy Walking 
Tour of Central Harlem 
provided physical activi-
ty while spotlighting the 
neighborhood’s cultural 
legacy, including Abys-
sinian Baptist Church, The 
Schomburg Center for Re-
search in Black Culture, 
and the world-famous 
Apollo Theater.

This impactful day re-
inforced The Links’ mis-
sion to empower and up-
lift communities of color 
through health equity, ed-
ucation, and direct service.

Following the Com-
munity Day of Health 
and Wellness, the con-
ference continued with a 
full schedule of plenary 
sessions, civic luncheons, 
leadership workshops, and 
celebratory events such 
as the White Rose Gala. 
Sponsors at all levels—

ranging from Marquee to 
Friend—contributed to the 
success of the conference 
through branded engage-
ments and program sup-
port.

Under the visionary 
leadership of Dr. Lisa 
Loury Lomas, the East-
ern Area continues to ad-
vance its mission to Ele-
vate Friendship, Empower 

Families. The 48th Area 
Conference served not 
only as a time of reflection 
and celebration but also as 
a launchpad for new ini-
tiatives and enduring part-
nerships.

For more information 
about the Eastern Area of 
The Links, Incorporated 
and their ongoing work, 
visit www.ealinks.org.
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Black America Celebrates African Descent Heritage of Pope Leo XIV
By Stacy M. Brown
Black Press USA Senior 

National Correspondent

Black America is taking 
pride in a truth shaking 
up the Vatican and reso-

nating through the streets of New 
Orleans: Pope Leo XIV—formerly 
Cardinal Robert Prevost of Chica-
go—has Black and Creole roots. 
The Pope’s factual anthropological 
roots are not just symbolic. Ac-
cording to genealogist Jari Honora, 
his maternal lineage traces directly 
to the Black community of New 
Orleans’ 7th Ward, with family ties 
to Haiti, and census records iden-
tifying his ancestors as “Black” 
or “Mulatto.” “By the Europeans’ 
own ‘1/8th’ rules, we have a Black 
Pope,” noted author Elie Mystal 
declared. “Anyway, Pope’s grand-
father is Haitian. We kind of got 
a Black Pope. ‘End Woke’ is not 
gonna be happy about this.” Fur-
ther, New Orleans historian Jari 

Christopher Honora also speaking 
to the National Catholic Reporter 
and Black Catholic Messenger, de-
tailed how the pope’s grandparents 
married in 1887 at Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart Church on Annette 
Street in New Orleans before mi-
grating north. His mother, Mildred 
Martínez, was the first child in the 
family born in Chicago. “The Holy 
Father’s ancestors are identified as 
either Black or Mulatto,” Honora 
said.

The Chicago Tribune and New 
York Times also reported on Pope 
Leo’s mixed-race background and 
Creole lineage, noting that his 
election marks a defining moment 
in the Church’s evolving identity. 
“As a Black man, a proud son of 
New Orleans, and the U.S. Con-
gressman representing the very 
7th Ward neighborhood where our 
new Pope’s family hails from, I am 
bursting with pride today,” said 
Rep. Troy Carter. “This is history! 
The first American Pope, with Cre-

ole and Haitian roots, rising from 
the streets of New Orleans to the 
Vatican. As a Xavier University 
alum, I know how deeply faith 
and resilience run in our commu-
nity. We celebrate this moment—
with joy, with prayers, and with 
pride.” Former New Orleans May-
or Marc Morial called Leo XIV’s 
background “universal,” saying, 
“Here’s an American whose min-
istry was in Peru, who has roots in 
the American South and also an-
cestry in the American Black com-
munity.” Leo XIV is a member of 
the Augustinian Order, named after 
the African theologian St. Augus-
tine of Hippo. His election came 
from a conclave in which two oth-
er leading contenders—Cardinal 
Peter Turkson of Ghana and Car-
dinal Fridolin Ambongo Besungu 
of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo—were also men of African 
descent.

But Leo XIV stood apart—
not just as the first pope from the 

U.S. but as one known for his 
outspokenness on racial justice, 
immigrant rights, gun reform, and 
the abolition of the death penal-
ty. TIME Magazine reported that 
his selection represented a Vati-
can rebuke of efforts by wealthy 
Americans and political opera-
tives aligned with Donald Trump 
to influence the papal outcome. 
Known in Rome as “The Latin 
Yankee,” Leo XIV used his ver-
ified X account (@drprevost) to 
amplify criticism of Trump-era 
immigration policies, often repost-
ing commentary from respected 
Catholic figures. The New York 
Post reported that his last post be-
fore his election was a retweet of 
Catholic journalist Rocco Palmo 
slamming Trump’s alliance with El 
Salvador’s President Nayib Bukele 
over migrant deportations. Back in 
2017, the Roman Catholic leader 
also reposted a message quoting 
Chicago Archbishop Blase Cu-
pich, calling Trump’s refugee bans 

“a dark hour of US history.”
Though Trump offered luke-

warm congratulations from the 
White House driveway, his far-
right allies were quick to lash out. 
Laura Loomer tweeted, “WOKE 
MARXIST POPE,” calling Pope 
Leo “just another Marxist puppet 
in the Vatican.”But outside the 
MAGA echo chamber, in Black 
communities across the globe, 
the emotion is pride. “The pope 
is Black,” journalist Clarence Hill 
Jr. said bluntly. And that means 
something in the Black neighbor-
hoods of Chicago and the Creole 
corridors of New Orleans. Many 
said it means representation, resil-
ience, and the reshaping of history 
at the highest level of the Catholic 
Church. “We celebrate this mo-
ment—not because it erases the 
struggles of our past, but because it 
affirms that our faith, our heritage, 
and our presence matter,” Rep. 
Carter said. “This is history, and 
it belongs to all of us.” The. Rev-

erend Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr. 
affirmed, “On behalf of the Black 
Press of America as the authentic 
voice of 50 million African Ameri-
cans and millions more throughout 
the African diaspora, we join to 
celebrate Pope Leo XVI, a world 
leader of African descent who 
speaks truth to power with courage 
and grace.”

F
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“Divine Light Gala” at the Cathedral St John the Divine

The “Divine Light 
Gala,”  an evening 
to celebrate and 

support those who bring 
light to the world took 
place earlier this month 
at the Cathedral. The 
event included festive 
cocktails, dinner and per-
formances. The Cathe-
dral honored luminaries 
who inspire and celebrate 
their wide-spanning im-
pact. All proceeds from 
this event go directly to 
support the Cathedral’s 
mission to be a place of 
light and leadership and a 
space of belonging for all 
people.

This year, the Cathe-
dral honored Judy Col-
lins, who exemplifies the 
crossover between arts 
and activism. As a Cathe-

dral artist-in-residence 
for over 40 years, Judy 
creates work that reminds 
us of the power of the arts 
to inspire, uplift, and con-
nect us. In the 1960s, she 
evoked both idealism and 
steely determination of a 
generation united against 
social and environmental 
injustices. Five decades 
later, her luminescent 
presence shines as new 
generations learn her 
iconic 55-album body 
of work. Her rendition 
of Joni Mitchell’s “Both 
Sides Now” from her 
landmark 1967 album, 
Wildflowers, is in the 
Grammy Hall of Fame. 
Judy’s version of Stephen 
Sondheim’s “Send in the 
Clowns” won “Song of 
the Year” at the 1975 

Grammy Awards.
The emcee of the 

evening was Broadway 
legend Patti LuPone. 
Remarks were made by 
Sidney Outlaw, The Very 
Reverend Patrick Malloy, 
Jason Robert Brown, J. 

Harrison Ghee and Harry 
Smith.

Feature performanc-
es were made by Sidney 
Outlaw including selec-
tions from Handel’s Mes-
siah, Jason Robert who 
performed “Morocco” 

(a Judy Collins song), 
J. Harrison Ghee who 
performed a song com-
posed by Jason Robert 
Brown, Candice Hoyes, 
Art Bath, and Kent Tritle 
who wrapped the evening 
with Widor’s Toccata on 
the Cathedral’s Great Or-

gan.
Also, during the eve-

ning, Judy Collins led 
guests in a performance 
of “Amazing Grace.” It 
was hard not to find a dry 
eye in the Cathedral.

We Go Beyond Routine
At every eye exam, we go beyond just checking 
your eyes. We provide the highest level of care and 
personalized attention. Our board-certified optom-
etrists are dedicated to providing unparalleled eye 
care by utilizing the latest technology to perform 
comprehensive eye exams. Your vision is unique, 
and so is our approach to caring for it. Schedule an 
appointment today and discover a world of clear 
vision and style at Cohen’s Fashion Optical.

We’ve Moved To

32 WEST 125TH STREET

-Comprehensive Eye Exams
-Contact Lenses
-Designer Eyewear
-Sunglasses
-We accept most insurance 
  and vision plans212-996-2676

The Cathedral St. John the Divine’s The Very Reverend 
Patrick Malloy, Former TV Journalist Harry Smith, and Honor-
ee Judy Collins on the red carpet

Composer & Lyricist Jason Robert Brown, Judy 
Collins and Tony-Grammy Award winning actor J. 
Harrison Ghee at the Cathedral St. John the Divine
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The Hidden Gem of Harlem at 
Diversity Edible Farm Garden

By Larnez Kinsey

Okay, Harlem, listen 
up. There’s a place 
right in the heart of 

our community that’s been 
growing power, pride, and 
purpose—and you’ve proba-
bly never even noticed it. It’s 
called Diversity Edible Farm 
Garden, and if you haven’t 
been there yet, you’re seri-
ously missing out. Nestled at 
1673 Madison Avenue, this is 
Harlem’s hidden gem, and it’s 
waiting for you to come and 
put your hands in the dirt.

Let me tell you—this gar-
den is not just a space to grow 
vegetables. It’s a place where 
roots run deep, where history 
and culture intertwine with the 
soil beneath our feet, and every 
seed we plant represents the 
future of our community. This 
isn’t your average garden. This 
is a movement.

From the Ground Up: Pow-
er, Pride, and Purpose

This past weekend, Harlem 
came together for a Communi-
ty Cleanup, and let me just say, 
it was everything. We rolled 
up our sleeves, shared stories, 
and worked side by side, not 
just to tidy up the garden, but 
to reclaim it. This garden isn’t 
just about planting food—it’s 
about planting community. It’s 
about nourishing each other 
and this land that’s been feed-
ing us long before we were 
even born.

And here’s the truth: the 
power of this garden goes be-
yond the vegetables. When 
you walk through these rows, 
you’re stepping into a space 
where unity happens. You’re 
walking on the same soil where 
generations have planted, 
grown, and fought for a bet-
ter future. Every harvest tells 
a story—a story of resilience, 
culture, and connection. From 
the kale to the collard greens to 

the tomatoes, these plants ar-
en’t just for eating; they’re for 
remembering who we are and 
where we came from.

This Garden Needs You, 
Harlem

But listen, if this garden is 
going to thrive, we need you. 
I’m talking about the collec-
tive power of Harlem. Whether 
you’ve got a green thumb or 
you’ve never touched dirt in 
your life, we want you here. 
This garden is for everyone—
newcomers, elders, kids, art-
ists, activists—every single 
person who calls Harlem 
home.

We’re not just growing 
crops, we’re growing commu-
nity, and when you step into 
this space, you’re part of some-
thing bigger than just your own 
backyard. Every weed we pull, 
every bed we prep, and ev-
ery seed we plant is an act of 
empowerment. It’s a reminder 
that we have control over our 
own destiny, that we can take 
care of each other and our 
space, and that when we come 
together, we transform.

Every Harvest Tells a Story
What makes this garden 

special isn’t just the food—
it’s what that food represents. 
Every time we harvest a veg-
etable, it’s a reflection of who 
we are as a people. When you 
bite into that fresh tomato 
or pick that bunch of collard 
greens, you’re not just tasting 
the earth—you’re tasting the 

history, the resilience, and the 
love that runs through Harlem. 
This garden is a reflection of 
us—strong, proud, and deeply 
connected.

So, What’s Next?
Now, I know you’re think-

ing, “I’ve got to be a part of 
this.” And I’m here to tell you, 
you can. Whether you come 
for a Community Cleanup, 
help plant seeds, or just show 
up to water the plants, you’re 
contributing to something 
that’s going to leave a lasting 
impact on Harlem. This is your 
chance to dig in, not just to the 
soil, but into the heartbeat of 
Harlem itself.

This garden is your garden, 
and it’s waiting for you to step 
into it. Harlem, let’s show up, 
let’s show out, and let’s grow 
together.

For more information, 
email diversityediblefar-
mgarden@gmail.com.

This isn’t just a garden—
it’s a movement. And trust 
me, you don’t want to miss 
out. Let’s grow. Let’s connect. 
Let’s rise.

Take it easy  
with e-bikes.  
They accelerate fast. 

 Get smart before you start. 
Keep yourself and others safe by accelerating and braking carefully, 

staying off sidewalks, and following all traffic laws.

For more information visit nyc.gov/ebikes
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Is there a greater pow-
er? If there is, how do 
you tap into it? Many of 

the great prophets said we 
should look inside of self for 
the answer. Most of those 
prophets, were put in prison, 
put in exile, or put to death 
by the powers that devel-
oped philosophies based on 
controlled versions of their 
teachings.  After a time, the 
philosophies became a re-

ligion, and in time many of 
the religions became more 
political then spiritual.  

The spiritual science 
movement has started to de-
velop evidence that supports 
the teachings of the early 
prophets. “Know Thy Self,” 
was a statement the early 
Egyptians used to provide a 
clue to the question we still 
cannot answer concerning 
their scientific and architec-
tural accomplishments.  In 
ancient Kemet (today known 
as Egypt) every academic 
and scientific learning center 
had the phrase “Know Thy 
Self” placed on the entrance.  

I now firmly believe 
that there is a greater pow-
er, many call it the mind of 
the universe, it is a part of us 
and we are a part of it. Taoist 
Master and author Wu Wei 
explains this clearly in the 
following statement: “It is of 

utmost importance that you 
become aware that you and 
your Universe are in con-
stant communication. Some 
of us communicate know-
ingly, others unknowingly. 

Wei goes on to say: We 
speak to the Universe with 
our words, thoughts and ac-
tions. The Universe speaks 
to us with events. Events 
are the language of the Uni-
verse”. What we think can 
manifest into reality. Every-
thing that exists in the mate-
rial world is a manifestation 
of a thought. We should al-
ways be aware of the pow-
er of our thoughts. We all 
communicate with a greater 
power, some of us knowing-
ly some of us unknowingly.

You must have faith to 
knowingly communicate 
with the Mind of the Uni-
verse. You must first believe 
that you have the ability and 

that you are a part of a great-
er power. You must also be-
lieve that this power within 
you can manifest a material 
reality from your thought. 
Following this thought there 
is a reason that you are read-
ing this dialog. The Mind of 
the Universe is communicat-
ing with you.

You cannot truly know-
ingly communicate with the 
Mind of the Universe, that 
greater power, without de-
activating the matrix energy 
of the material world.  Only 
then can you tap into the en-
ergy of the Mind of the Uni-
verse internally. Meditation, 
Tai Chi, Ki Training are ve-
hicles that can help you tap 
into the energy of the Uni-
versal Mind.

 We are all connected to 
the energy of the Universal 
Mind, it is part of us and 
we are part of it. Energy is 

the best example of it; en-
ergy is the foundation of all 
things. Science tells us that 
all things in our universe is 
a form of vibrating energy 
it seems that only humans 
have unknowingly separated 
themselves from the vibrat-
ing energy of the Universal 
Mind. 

I am optimistic about the 
idea that the next stage of 
human development has be-
gun. All things move in cy-
cles, day to night, young to 
old, summer to winter. I find 
it interesting that the founda-
tion of the next stage of hu-
man development will be the 
ancient wisdom of tapping 
into a greater universal pow-
er by knowing Thy Self. Au-
thor Wayne Chandler calls it 
the Ancient Future.

By William A. Rogers

Urbanology:  The Mind of the Universe

HERBS ARE NATURE'S REMEDY

By Zakiyyah

OPEN REGISTRATION - 					   
Our Next Cycle of our MASTER COURSE

You can change your 
family and loved 
ones’ health narra-

tive from ‘passing down cy-
cles of illness,’ to “passing 
down cycles of health and 
vitality.” 

If you never imag-
ined that you can actually 
heal your own health im-
balances, or control your 
own stress triggers – YOU 
CAN!  Join our upcoming 
herb course to participate 
in our interactive classes of 
blending herbs and essen-
tial oils, and creating crystal 
elixirs, to eliminate disease 
and restore vitality for your 
whole family.  

With a focus on HELP-
ING THE BODY HEAL 

ITSELF, join us to gain 
diverse perspectives utiliz-
ing holistic modalities from 
different cultures, to heal 
disorders, and chronic pain.  
Acupuncture meridians are 
easily accessed with herb-
al/essential oil blends to 
correct blood and vascular 
disorders, lung weakness-
es, and to resolve digestive 
issues.

You can make the deci-
sion to empower yourself 
by gaining the tools you 
need to change your own 
health narrative by stopping 
the cycles of poor health 
– utilizing reflexology 
points to stimulate energy 
for direct and immediate 
healing – and develop new 

and powerful cycles of im-
proved health and vitality 
for your whole family.

On Saturday, June 7th  
you can become part of our 
dynamic learning experi-
ence: to become the Holis-
tic Healer in your family.  
Send an email to inquire 
about joining our next cy-
cle, June 7th.    

    MAKE NATURE’S
     MEDICINE YOUR OWN
Always do your own research 

to discover herbs’ full benefits and 
contra-indications. This informa-
tion is to help balance your body’s 
natural healing energies, and is 
not intended as diagnosis, treat-
ment, or cure.  Email: theherb-
alist1750@gmail.com; phone: 
347-407-4312; blog: www.herbsa-

Answers to Crossword on page 17

Subscribe 
to

Harlem 
Daily 
Newsletter

Go to:
www.harlemcom-

munitynews.com

“It’s 
Free”
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERSGAMES

Statepoint Crossword
THEME: 
THE 1950s

ACROSS
1. Deals a death blow
5. Large edible 
mushroom
8. Food safety agency
, acr.
11. Auditioner’s hope
12. Closing act
13. *Julius and Ethel
 Rosenberg, supposedly
15. Corset rod
16. Therefore
17. *”Lord of the
 Flies” shell
18. *Ed of TV
20. Sty sound
21. Pillow filler
22. Gastrointestinal 
tract
23. *Pooch on a 1950s
 skirt
26. Most cautious
30. Go wrong
31. Camels’ relatives
34. Lake north of
 Cleveland
35. Wide open

37. Kind of conifer
38. Spectrum maker
39. Better than never
40. Portable stairs
42. Headdress
43. Tennis shoe
45. Triage nurse’s
 measurements
47. Old horse
48. Film director 
Sergio
50. Band’s work-
related trip
52. *Slicked men’s
 hairstyle
55. Does like a hot
 dog
56. Rod for a hot rod
57. Winter forecast
59. Be
60. Measurement
, abbr.
61. U2 guitarist
62. *Clearasil target
63. Ballpark fig.
64. Wine choice

DOWN
1. Roman goddess of
 fertility
2. *Domino’s 

nickname
3. German Mrs.
4. Coiffed
5. Turn pumpkin into
 Jack-o-Lantern
6. “Pomp and 
Circumstance” 
composer
7. Low-ranking 
worker
8. Certain 
Scandinavian
9. 52 cards
10. Fireplace mess
12. Beer mug
13. Use elbow grease
14. *First Black 
nominee of Oscar 
for Best Actor
19. City in Northern
 France
22. Neon or radon,
 e.g.
23. Church bell sounds
24. Liturgy instrument
25. Speak like Pericles
26. *June Cleaver’s
 husband
27. “Fear of Flying”
 author Jong
28. Type of rug

29. Christmas help, pl.
32. Way, way off
33. *___-Century
 Modern
36. *Charles Schulz
 creation
38. Newspapers and
 such
40. Chicken order
41. Calls forth
44. Eroded limestone 
landscape
46. Movie trailer, e.g.
48. Lumen per square
 meter, pl.
49. “Bravo! Bravo!”
, e.g.
50. Yellow ride
51. The Fonz: “Sit
 ____ ____!”
52. Female equivalent 
of sir
53. ____-European
 language
54. Fireplace fodder
55. *Candy in 
dispenser
58. Itsy-bitsy____ 
none
66. Beluga yield

DON’T 
MISS 

ANOTHER 
ISSUE

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY!  

GO TO 

PAGE 18 

See answers on pages 20

See answers on pages 19
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS CLASSIFIED
AUTO DONATIONSAUTO DONATIONS HEALTHHEALTH

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS

TV/I TV INTERNET PHONETV INTERNET PHONE

TV INTERNET PHONETV INTERNET PHONE

TV INTERNET PHONETV INTERNET PHONE

Digital copy in email for 52 weeks $25 ___ Mail To: Harlem Community Newspapers, Inc.. P.O. Box #1775, NY NY 10027
or go to harlemcommunitynews.com to subscribe online

Tell us which edition you’d like(please check one)
Harlem____   Bronx____   Brooklyn____    Queens____

To ensure prompt delivery, please print the following information

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Make check or money order payable to: HARLEM NEWS GROUP, INC.. Thank You
24 issues $29.95 44 issues  $49.95 (for postage & handling)

Mastercard Visa Acct # Exp Date

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY

“Good News You
Can Use”

and get

Harlem Community Newspapers, Inc

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our vet-
erans! Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive a top 
tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 

Drive Out Breast Cancer: Donate a 
car today!  The benefits of donating 
your car or boat:  Fast Free Pickup 
- 24hr Response   Tax Deduction - 
Easy To Do!  Call 24/7:  855-905-475

AUTO DONATIONSAUTO DONATIONS
Wheels For Wishes benefiting Make-
A-Wish® Northeast New York. Your 
Car Donations Matter NOW More 
Than Ever! Free Vehicle Pick Up ANY-
WHERE.  We Accept Most Vehicles 
Running or Not.  100% Tax Deductible.  
Minimal To No Human Contact.  Call: 
(877) 798-9474.  Car Donation Foun-
dation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. www.
wheelsforwishes.org.

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PROGRAM! 
Train ONLINE to get the skills to become 
a Computer & Help Desk Professional 
now! Grants and Scholarships available for 
certain programs for qualified applicants. 
Call CTI for details! 844-947-0192 (M-F 
8am-6pm ET). Computer with internet is 
required.

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work 
in months! Call 855-543-6440. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET). Computer with internet 
is required.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 844-769-2956

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 

Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 

400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance 

- NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 

now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit 

with all the details! 1-844-341-0603 www.

dental50plus.com/harlem #6258

Prepare for power outages with 
Briggs & Stratton&#9415; PowerPro-
tect(TM) standby generators - the 
most powerful home standby genera-
tors available. Industry-leading com-
prehensive warranty Â– 7 years ($849 
value.) Proudly made in the U.S.A. Call 
Briggs & Stratton 1-888-895-6795.

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Se-
nior & Military Discounts available. 
Call: 866-393-3636

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Repairs 
Again! American Residential Warran-
ty covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS 
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE/ $100 OFF POPULAR PLANS. 
833-398-0526

GoGo. Live and age your way. 
Get help with rides, groceries, 
meals and more. Memberships 
start as low as $1 per day. Avail-
able 24/7 nationwide. BBB Rated 
A+ Business. Call GoGo to get 
started. 1-877-265-8006

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free premium 
movie channels! Free next day instal-
lation! Call 888-508-5313

TV INTERNET PHONETV INTERNET PHONE

TV INTERNET PHONETV INTERNET PHONE

Switch and save up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No contract 
and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. Premi-
um nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. 
based customer service. For more in-
formation, call 1-833-331-0967

Choose EarthLink Fiber Inter-
net for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no 
data caps, no throttling. Prices 
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the switch.  
Call 1-844-219-0416

FreedomCare. Let your loved ones 
care for you and get paid!Â  Paid by 
Medicaid. Choose family or friends as 
your paid caregiver. Check your eligi-
bility today! Call FreedomCare now! 
1-855-502-1782

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS

AUTO DONATIONSAUTO DONATIONS

CAREER/TRAININGCAREER/TRAINING

Consumer Cellular - the same reli-
able, nationwide coverage as the larg-
est carriers. No long-term contract, no 
hidden fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-833-331-0967

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get 

your favorite live TV, sports and local chan-

nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE Pack-

age, $84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO Max 

and Premium Channels included for 3 mos 

(w/CHOICE Package or higher.) No annual 

contract, no hidden fees! Some restrictions 

apply. Call IVS 1-877-830-1467

Stroke and Cardiovascular 
disease are leading causes of 
death, according to the Ameri-
can Heart Association. Screen-
ings can provide peace of mind 
or early detection! Contact Life 
Line Screening to schedule 
your screening. Special offer - 5 
screenings for just $149. Call 
1-844-475-2434

HEALTHHEALTH

HEALTHHEALTH

CAREER/TRAININGCAREER/TRAINING

Harlem Community Papers 

1/8 page 

4.92 x 2.37 

 

 

 

 MTA Procurement 
 

The MTA encourages vendors who have not done business with us to 
register for our bidders list using MY MTA Portal for vendors at 
www.mymta.info. Registered vendors can search for procurement 
opportunities across all MTA agencies and receive invitations to bid or 
propose on the types of goods and services they can provide.  Certified 
minority and women-owned businesses (M/WBE), service-disabled 
veteran-owned businesses (SDVOB), and disadvantaged businesses 
(DBE), are strongly encouraged to compete for MTA opportunities. 
Visit our website at https://new.mta.info/doing-business-with-us for 
detailed information and guidelines. 
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERSLITERARY CORNER

"The Afterlife of Malcolm X: An Outcast Turned 
Icon's Enduring Impact on America" by Mark Whitaker
Review by Terri Schlichenmeyer, Harlem News contributor

Who will remember you 
in fifty years’ time?

A handful of friends 
– at least those who 
are still around 

– might recall you. Your 
offspring, grandkids, and 
greats, maybe people who 
stumble upon your tomb-
stone. Think about it: who 
will remember you in 2075? 
And then read “The Af-
terlife of Malcolm X” by 
Mark Whitaker and learn 
about a legacy that still res-
onates a half-century later.

Betty Shabazz didn’t 
like to go to her husband’s 
speeches, but on that Febru-
ary night in 1965, he asked 
her to come with their 
daughters to the Audubon 
Ballroom in New York. 
Did Malcolm X sense that 

something bad would hap-
pen on that night? Surely 
he was fully aware of the 
possibility, knowing that 
he’d been “a marked man” 
for months because of his 
very public break with the 
Nation of Islam.

As the news of his mur-
der spread around New 
York and around the world, 
his followers and admir-
ers reacted in many ways. 
His friend, journalist Pe-
ter Goldman, was “hardly 
shocked” because he also 
knew that Malcolm’s life 
was in danger, but the arrest 
of three men accused of the 
crime didn’t add up. It ulti-
mately became Goldman’s 
“obsession.” 

Malcolm’s co-writer for 
The Autobiography of Mal-

colm X, Alex Haley, quietly 
finished the book he started 
with Malcolm, and a small 
upstart publishing house 
snatched it up. A diverse 
group of magazines got in 
line to run articles about 
Malcolm X’s life, finally 
sensing that white Ameri-
ca “’needed his voice even 
more than blacks did.’”

But though Malcolm X 
was gone, he continued to 
leave an impact.

He didn’t live long 
enough to see the official 
founding of the Black Pan-
ther Party, but he was influ-
ential on its beginning. He 
never knew the first Kwan-
zaa or the triumphs of a 
convert named Muhammad 
Ali. 

Malcolm left his mark 
on music. He influenced at 
least three major athletes. 

He was a “touchstone” 
for a president…

While it’s true that “The 
Afterlife of Malcolm X” is 
an eye-opening book, one 
that works as a great com-
panion to the autobiogra-
phy, it’s also a fact that it’s 
somewhat scattered. Is it a 
look at Malcolm’s life, his 
legacy, or is it a “murder 
mystery”? 

Turns out, it’s all three 
but the timeline for it isn’t 
always smooth and that 
may take some getting 
used-to. Just when you’re 
immersed, even absorbed 
in this book, to the point 
where you forget about 
your surroundings, author 
Mark Whitaker abruptly 
moves to a different part of 
the story. It may be jarring.

And yet, it’s a big part 
of this book, and it’s es-
sential for readers to know 
the investigation’s outcome 
and what we know today. 

It doesn’t change Malcolm 
X’s legacy, but it adds an-
other frame around it.

If you’ve read the auto-
biography, if you haven’t 
thought about Malcolm X in 
awhile, or if you think you 
know all there is to know, 
then you owe it to yourself 
to find “The Afterlife of 
Malcolm X.”  For you, this 
is a book you won’t easily 
forget.

“The Afterlife of Mal-
colm X: An Outcast Turned 
Icon’s Enduring Impact on 
America” by Mark Whita-
ker

c.2025,
Simon & Schuster		

     $30.99			 
     448 pages

SUDOKU  
ANSWERS

Answers to Sudoku on page 19
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS

FREE 
EXHIBITIONS  

& MORE

PLUS! GET YOUR 
SPECIAL-EDITION  

LIBRARY CARD

CENTENNIAL 
FESTIVAL  

JUNE 14, 2025

CELEBRATING  
THE SCHOMBURG CENTER  FOR 
RESEARCH IN BLACK CULTURE

schomburg.org/100


