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serve. We are dedicated to providing our readers with valuable 
information they can use to improve the quality of life for 
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The African American Day 
was back this past weekend. 
Harlem came out to the tradi-
tional breakfast to celebrate the 
parade with the community and 
political leaders. The bands, 
floats and participants did not 
disappoint. The vendors, barbe-
cues and celebrations continued 
on the side streets all day, and 
into the night. There was an ob-
vious enhanced police presence, 
and I have not heard of any sig-
nificant incident. (see page 12).

The “Say Their Name” ex-
hibit has opened at Seneca 
Village in Central Park, and 
will run until Oct 17, 2022. Lil 
Nickelson attended the recep-
tion at the Schomburg last week 
as well as at the installation at 
Seneca Village in Central Park. 
According to Lil, you need 
to take your phone, tablet or 
laptop to the site, and you can 
experience the virtual exhibit 
by pointing your instrument at 
the site. I look forward to this 
experience. It has been a tra-
dition in my family for some 
time now, that we say the name 
of those who have passed on. 
It was comforting to learn that 
“Say their name” is an African 
proverb that tells us that when 
we say the names of loved ones 
we’ve lost, they live on forever. 
(see page 13)

October is Breast Cancer 
Awareness month. As a breast 
cancer survivor, this month has 
special meaning for me. I en-
courage you to donate to orga-
nizations that are promoting the 
importance of mammograms 
and breast cancer screenings, 
as well as self-examination and 
research, to hopefully eradicate 
cancer overall. Throughout Oc-
tober we will focus on informa-
tion about Breast Cancer.

You can visit our website 
to see past issues, past videos, 
current events, advertising and 
subscription information, etc. at 
www.harlemcommunitynews.
com. We are also on Instagram 
and Facebook.
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS

Hello, East Harlem, 
we’re in the neighborhood now!

Coverage is provided by Healthfirst Health Plan, Inc., Healthfirst PHSP, Inc., and/or Healthfirst Insurance Company, Inc. (together, “Healthfirst”). 
© 2022 HF Management Services, LLC               1239-22 INA22_47

New community office:

116 E. 116th Street
(between Park and Lexington Avenues) 

Monday to Friday, 10am–5pm 
Saturday, 10am–3pm

Visit our new location to: 

§ Apply for health insurance

§ Renew coverage 

§ Check eligibility status

§ Pay premium

§ Print Member ID card(s)

§ Get explanation of benefits

§ And more
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS BUSINESS

Our service is at no cost to you, as we’re paid by our 
participating communities and providers.

Find the right senior living option 
for your mom or dad with our free 
personalized process

1-844-797-0137

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(833) 782-0615

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

BUYING A HOME MAY NOT BE AS OUT OF REACH AS YOU 
THINK - HOW TO ACHIEVE HOMEOWNERSHIP
Buying a home is one of the 

most important purchases 
you will make in your life-

time, and the pressure is mount-
ing for those looking to buy right 
now, with home prices fluctuating 
and mortgage rates at their high-
est levels in over a decade. 

While existing home sales 
have fallen month-over-month 
since the beginning of the year, 
prices still hit a record high 
above $400,000 in May, accord-
ing to the National Association 
of Realtors, as low levels of 
housing inventory and supply 
chain constraints have creat-
ed an affordability squeeze for 
homebuyers. Mortgage rates 
have nearly doubled in the last 
six months – from 3% in 2021 
to close to 6% in 2022 – making 
it increasingly challenging for 
many Americans to purchase a 
home, especially for those with 
limited income. 

So, how do you know when 
you’re ready to buy a home? 
More importantly, how much 
home can you afford? We sat 
down with Daryl Newkirk, 

Community Home Lending Ad-
visor at Chase in Brooklyn, to 
answer those questions and dis-
cuss what the current state of the 
market means for you and your 
family’s homebuying dreams. 

Q: What are the main fac-
tors mortgage lenders look at 
when evaluating an applica-
tion? 

Daryl: When it comes to 
homeownership, your credit 
score and debt-to-income ratio 
are major factors in the applica-
tion process. 

Your credit score is set based 
upon how you’ve used credit, or 
not used credit, in the past. Us-
ing credit responsibly, such as 
paying bills on time and having 
a low utilization rate will result 
in a higher score. Higher credit 
scores can help you qualify for 
the lowest interest rates. A score 
at 700 or above is generally con-
sidered good.

Additionally, lenders look at 
your debt-to-income ratio. This 
is a simple equation of how 
much debt you have relative to 
how much money you make. 

Borrowers with a higher debt-
to-income ratio are considered 
more risky while a lower debt-
to-income ratio may allow you 
to qualify for the best rates on 
your home loan. 

Q: What are some tips for 
improving your credit score?

Daryl: There are a number 
of things you can do to improve 
your credit score, starting with 
reviewing your credit reports 
to understand what might be 
working against you. You can 
also pay down your revolving 
credit and dispute any inaccu-
racies.

Additionally, there are ser-
vices like Chase Credit Journey 

to help monitor and improve 
your credit score. Credit Jour-
ney monitors all of your ac-
counts and alerts you to changes 
in your credit report that may 
impact your score. You’ll get 
an alert any time Chase sees 
new activity, including charges, 
account openings and credit in-
quiries. Chase will also notify 
you if there are changes in your 
credit usage, credit limits or 
balances. You don’t have to be 
a Chase customer to take advan-
tage of Credit Journey. 

Q: What are some factors 
that can affect the cost of a 
mortgage?

Daryl: There are several 
factors to consider when re-
viewing mortgage options in-
cluding loan term, interest rate, 
and loan type. Potential home-
buyers should contact a home 
lending professional to under-
stand and review the options 
available to them. 

For example, there are two 
basic types of mortgage inter-
est rates: fixed and adjustable. 
While adjustable rates are ini-

tially low, they can change over 
the course of a loan, so your 
mortgage payments may fluc-
tuate. Loan term indicates how 
long you have to pay off the 
loan. Many homebuyers tend 
to opt for a 15-year or 30-year 
mortgage, though other terms 
are available. A longer loan term 
generally means you’ll have 
lower monthly payments, but 
you’ll pay more in interest over 
the life of the loan. A shorter 
loan term may come with high-
er monthly payments, but you’ll 
likely pay much less in interest 
over time. 

Q: What are the costs of 
homeownership beyond the 
monthly mortgage payment?

Daryl: People often think of 
the down payment and monthly 
mortgage, but buying and own-
ing a home carries additional 
costs. Closing costs, for exam-
ple, can amount to up to 3% or 
more of the final purchase price. 
Other factors that could add on 
to your monthly payments are 
property taxes, homeowner’s 
insurance, and homeowner’s 

association (HOA) fees. To get 
an idea of what this may look 
like for you, use an affordability 
calculator. 

While there is no way for a 
buyer to completely avoid pay-
ing these fees, there are ways to 
save on them. Some banks offer 
financial assistance for home-
buyers. As an example, Chase’s 
Homebuyer Grant offers up to 
$5,000 that can be used toward 
a down payment or closing costs 
in eligible neighborhoods across 
the country. There may also be 
homeowners’ or down payment 
assistance offered in your city or 
state. Contact a Home Lending 
Advisor to learn about resources 
you may be eligible for. 

For a deeper dive into this 
topic, our Beginner to Buyer 
podcast – episode three, “How 
Much Can I Afford?” is a great 
resource for prospective home-
buyers to get answers to all their 
homebuying questions.

Learn more about the home 
buying process, here.

Sponsored content from JP-
Morgan Chase & Co.
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ArchCare Senior Life to Draper Hall in East Harlem
On September 12, 

2022, ArchCare cel-
ebrated its seventh 

PACE Center, as it brings 
ArchCare Senior Life to 
Draper Hall, a residential 
building for low-income se-
niors in East Harlem. 

PACE, a U.S. government 
Medicare and Medicaid pro-
gram, is a comprehensive 
model of care offered to peo-
ple aged 55 or older, who 
require nursing home-level 
care, but would rather receive 
it at home, or in the commu-
nity. It provides individuals 
with a dedicated interdisci-
plinary care team of eleven 
who manage their whole 
health. The ArchCare Senior 
Life PACE center at Draper 
Hall is located in a spacious, 
light-filled area on the ground 
floor of the building. Within 
that space, participants will 
have access to health clinics, 
daily meals, recreation and 
social activities, just an eleva-
tor ride away from home.

W Dental 706 St. Nicholas Ave. New York, New York 10031 

Open Monday – Friday 9:00 am to 5:30 pm
Call us today:  (212)939-9399

"Dental health, 
like success,

 is not a des
na
on
   but a con
nuous       
           journey"

Dr. George Williams

Expert Foot Care For You & Your Family

FOOT CENTER of NEW YORK

Medicare, most Medicaid HMOs,
and other insurances accepted

Se Habla Español

Call 212-410-8158

COVID-19 Safety Measures in E�ect
55 East 124th St. NY, NY 10035

Diabetic Foot Care
Sports Injuries
Wound Care
Heel Pain
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS OP EDITORIAL 

Vol. 28, No 1  September 1, 2022

Advertise in Harlem Community 
Newspapersemail today: 
harlemnewsinc@aol.com

Subscription Information
page 23

Op Ed: Why ‘The Woman King’ Is Revolutionary
By Dr. Stephane Dunn and Dr. Beverly Guy-Sheftal |  
Chicago Defender

Back in a 1974 re-
view of the Bond-
like Cleopatra Jones 

movie starring Tamara 
Dobson, Feminist and for-
mer Ms. Magazine editor 
Margaret Sloan spoke vol-
umes about Black female 
spectatorial desire. After 
viewing The Woman King, 
we know exactly what she 
meant.

Cleopatra, a beautiful 
Black woman empowered 
by the U.S. government 
but grounded in her com-
mitment to the Black com-
munity, was a Black Power 
era fantasy character. Over 
40 years later, Marvel’s 
Afrofuturist Black Panther 
teased us with the cinematic 
possibilities of Wakanda’s 
supporting characters, a 
squad of royal Black wom-
en soldiers. The Woman 
King brings such women to 
the center and importantly 
marks both the evolution 
and realization of this on-
screen representation of 
Black women and the cin-
ematic evolution of its di-
rector, Gina Prince-Bythe-
wood.

The Woman King is not 
a biography or intended to 
be a neat history lesson on 

African women warriors. It 
takes full creative license 
to reimagine the Agojie, 
threading together the his-
torical realities of slavery, 
racial, gender, and class 
violence to fashion a world 
in which women have not 
only a female-centered, 
controlled safe space to 
live but literal physical 
and socio-political choice, 
voice, and visibility within 
the patriarchal structure of 
their immediate communi-
ty and beyond.

The Woman King has a 
copious amount of violence 
and blood; brutal warring 
between different African 
nations and between the 
Africans and Europeans in-
volved in turbulent at turns 
reciprocal slave trafficking 
is one of the unfortunate 
realistic historical threads 
exploited in the film’s un-
apologetic anti-Atlantic 
slave trade and African in-
volvement sentiment.

However, the specta-
cle of physical violence is 
in service to the dominant 
and most important critical 
representation in the film 
– women whose reaffirm-
ing collective sisterhood is 

a formidable force against 
patriarchal oppression and 
to an extent racial and class 
oppression. The women 
the Agojie rescue or take 
captive after the battle are 
given the power to choose 
a rare life and identity for 
themselves whereas men do 
not generally dictate their 
daily movements or can 
willfully them to be subser-
vient wives, daughters, or 
servants that they can rape 
and beat at will.

To become Agojie is to 
fight for their male king and 
Dahomey, but as they re-
mind each other, they fight 
for themselves and each 
other in service to their 
own double-edged quest 
for freedom and power as 
women and Dahomey peo-
ple. 

The French slavers call 
them “Amazons” but this 

dismissive historical tag 
holds no weight in The 
Woman King. The women 
in the film hold the con-
trolling narrative point of 
view and declare them-
selves, “Agojie” and “sis-
ters” and there is the possi-
bility of a ‘Woman King’.

The Woman King bold-
ly unsettles the traditional 
spectacle of patriarchy and 
not because the women fight 
with such dazzling physical 
might and skill with their 
bodies or rope and machete 
in hand, but because the 
most radical thing is that 
the love, intimacy, and sis-
terhood between women, 
the collective power of this, 
sits boldly at the center of 
The Woman King.

In American popular 
film, this is revolutionary.

@DrStephaneDunn
@DrGuySheftall

Viola Davis is superb in The Woman King.
Photo Credit: Sony Pictures
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERSREAL ESTATE

FOXWORTHREALTYONLINE.COM

NEW YORK RESIDENTIAL SPECIALIST

®

IN OCTOBER 2008, EUGENIA C. FOXWORTH
OPENED THIS UNIQUE REAL ESTATE BOUTIQUE…

IT IS LOCAL, NATIONAL AND GLOBAL. 

IN OCTOBER 2008, EUGENIA C. FOXWORTH
OPENED THIS UNIQUE REAL ESTATE BOUTIQUE…

IT IS LOCAL, NATIONAL AND GLOBAL. 

“WE MAKE THE DEALS HAPPEN!”

1 5 24  A M S T E R DA M  AV E . ,  N .Y. ,  N Y  1 0 0 3 1

212.368.4902     212.368.4903212.368.4902     212.368.4903212.368.4902     212.368.4903

Home Buying In Harlem:
Be Prepared to Buy Now

Rev. Dr. Charles Butler

Can anyone afford to 
buy a home in Har-
lem? This is a rhetor-

ical question. But it must be 
asked during these times of 
rising housing market prices 
and limited housing inven-
tory. 

Yes, homeownership can 
still become a reality for 
low-to-moderate-income 
prospective first-time buy-
ers. However, you must real-
ly step up your home buyer 
game. The home buying 
market is not for the “faint of 
heart.”

The very first step in 
the process is to attend a 
HUD-approved homebuyer 
education workshop. Har-
lem Congregations for Com-
munity Improvement, Inc. 
(HCCI) offers a free monthly 
four-part virtual series. The 
series is on Thursday eve-
nings from 7:00 – 9:30 pm. 

To register, go to our 
website, www.hcci.org. At 
the top of the home page, 

click on the tab for Programs 
and Services, then Home-
buyer education. Once you 
complete the registration 
form, you will receive an 
auto-response confirmation 
and a link for the workshop.

In the workshop, you 
will learn the steps in the 
home buying process and 
how to become mortgage 
ready. This means having an 
adequate amount of money 
saved for the down payment 
and closing costs, a mini-
mum two-year consistent 
work history, and a solid 
credit history. Most lenders 
require at least 24 months of 
clean credit and a minimum 
of 3 active credit accounts.

Then, you must decide on 
a mortgage lender. Remem-
ber, not all lenders will offer 
the same types of mortgage 
products. The next step in 
the process is to determine 
how much you can afford to 
spend on the home (monthly 
mortgage payments.) Then 
select the location and the 
type of property to purchase. 

Your monthly house-
hold budget is the primary 
tool to help you with this 
calculation. The bank will 
determine your pre-approv-
al amount based on your 
gross monthly income, but 
your budget is based on net 
income. Your other month-

ly living expenses will also 
have to be factored into the 
equation. These are crucial 
steps in the home buying 
process because you want 
to make sure that you will 
be able to meet your month-
ly mortgage obligation and 
these other expenses.

In today’s market, most 
lenders are only lending 
about 2 ½ - 3 ½ times your 
annual income. This is why 
it is so difficult to purchase 
a home in Harlem. New 
banking regulations will not 
allow a borrower’s debt to 
income (DTI) ratio to ex-
ceed 43% of your monthly 
gross income. Even if the 
bank wanted to lend you 
more money, it would be 
prohibited under these new 
guidelines.

As a result, you must 
have more money for a larg-
er down payment to offset 
the purchase price and the 
amount of money you will 
be qualified to borrow. This 
point again emphasizes the 
importance of aggressively 
saving as much money as 
possible to successfully buy 
a home in Harlem. 

For more information on 
the home buying process, 
contact Rev. Dr. Charles 
Butler at (212) 281-4887 
ext. 231, or email cbutler@
hcci.org.

Nov 9,10 & 11 - Live on Zoom - www.NYCBC.online

7:00 PM to 9:00 PM est.
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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS EVENTS

HARLEM CALENDAR OF COMMUNITY EVENTSHARLEM CALENDAR OF COMMUNITY EVENTS

Sept 29 7:00pm
Thursday Blues
At Patrick’s Place. Phil 

Young is the drummer 
and leader of “The Har-
lem Hip”. He played with 
legendary figures like 
Bobby “Blue” Bland. 2835 
Frederick Douglass Blvd. 
Harlem. Tel. 212-491-7800. 
$20 minimum spend on 
food & drink.

 
Sept 29  6:00pm
Hispanic Heritage 
Month
join us for a special 

concert celebrating the 
2022 Hispanic Heritage 
Month. Enjoy the excite-
ment of the culture and 
rhythm of Latin America 
and the Caribbean as 
we celebrate our culture. 
Riverbank State Park, 679 
Riverside Dr, at W 145th st. 
Free.

 
Sept 29  
10:00am-6:00pm
Farmers Market
Thursdays & Saturdays. 

Market In the Heights is lo-
cated at the City College 
Of New York. At 138th 
Street & Convent Ave-
nue. Free entry.

Sun, Oct 2, 12 – 4 PM
Ballet Hispánico
Ballet Hispánico’s A 

La Calle Block Party is 
a celebration of Latinx 
dance, music, art, food, 
and culture! Festivities in-
clude Ballet Hispánico’s 
Pa’lante Scholars …Ballet 
Hispánico will be inviting 
Flamenco Vivo, Bomba-
zo Dance Company and 
Calpull Mexican Dance 
Company. West 89th St. 
between Amsterdam 
and Columbus Ave. Free.

 
Sept 30  12:00-5:00pm
Hudson Valley Art
Guided tours. Dara 

Birnbaum, works not seen 
in the U.S. for decades. 
Martine Syms: Grio Col-
lege, working in moving 
images; Black Melancho-
lia. RSVP. https://ccs.bar 

d.edu/visit/reservations. 
CCS Bard’s Hessel Muse-
um of Art, 33 Garden Rd, 
Annandale-On-Hudson, 
NY 12504. Wed. – Sun.  
Free.

Sept 28  7:30pm
Amateur Night
Amateur Night at the 

Apollo attracts perform-
ers and audiences from 
around the world in a 
classic talent competi-
tion that has launched 
the careers of countless 
legendary artists. www.
Apollotheatre.org. Tel. 
212-531-5300. At 253 W 
125th St. From $28.

 Oct 1  12:00-5:00pm
Artists in Residence
Sat. and Sun. until Oct. 

30. Boundaries & Con-

nections 2022 Artist in Res-
idence Exhibit. Featuring 
Daryl Myntia Daniels, and 
Heather Williams. Art-
crawl Harlem Art House, 
406b Colonels Row, Gov-
ernors Island, NYC. In-
quiries Are Welcomed. 
Email: ContactArtCrawl-
Harlem@gmail.com. Free 
entry.

Oct  1  8:30-9:30am
Forest Fitness
Meet at the Heather 

Garden entrance and 
walk along Stan Michels 
Promenade to Linden 
Terrace for dynamic 
warm-up stretch and car-
dio stair climbing. By end 
of Ft Washington Ave, 
Margaret Corbin Circle 
(in Fort Tryon Park). Free.

Oct 2 12:00pm/2:00pm
Gabriel Alegria
Hosted by Gabriel 

Alegria and his Afro-Pe-
ruvian band. Jazz Brunch.
The birthplace of Bebop 
and modern jazz. RSVP 
at www.mintonsharlem.
com and on Eventbrite.
com. Tel. 212-243-2222. 
Minton’s Playhouse. 206 
W 118th Street, New York. 
$35 plus $20 minimum 
spend.

Oct 3  7:30pm/9:30pm
Dizzy’s
Summer Camargo 

Sextet. She was named a 
National YoungArts Foun-
dation Merit winner, and 
Honorable Mention in 
Jazz Trumpet, as well as a 
Merit winner in Jazz Com-
position. www.2002.jazz.

org/dizzys-club. Deutsche 
Bank Ctr, Columbus Cir-
cle, elevators near 60th 
Street & 8th Ave. 5th floor. 
$35 plus $21 food/bever-
age purchase. 

 
Oct 7  7:30-9:30pm
Harlem Stage.
UPTOWN NIGHTS: 

Also Oct. 8. NYC album 
release shows of Hai-
tian-American artist Leyla 
McCalla’s new album, 
Breaking The Thermome-
ter.  Original compositions 
and traditional Haitian 
tunes. www.harlemstage.
org. 150 Convent Ave. 
Harlem. Tel. 212-281-9240. 
$25 +.

Leyla McCalla

Summer Camargo
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SEP 30 – OCT 1  ROSE THEATER

WYNTON MARSALIS: THE SHANGHAI SUITE
 
The Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra with Wynton Marsalis opens the 35th Season 
with the U.S. Premiere of Marsalis’s The Shanghai Suite. 

OCT 7 – 8  ROSE THEATER

CHUCHO VALDÉS: THE CREATION
 
Legendary pianist and composer celebrates his 81st birthday with this four-
movement suite exploring the story of creation according to the Santería religion, 
featuring elements of ritual music, West African music, and the blues.

JAZZ.ORG 212.721.6500         BROADWAY AT 60TH ST

Cicely Tyson Honored With Street Renaming

On September 17th, 
East 101st Street 
between 3rd and 

Lexington Avenues was 
renamed Cicely Tyson 
Way in honor of the late, 
award-winning thespian. 

The tribute to the late 
East Harlem native, Cice-
ly Tyson, was marked with 
a street celebration on the 
very stretch of 101st that 
she grew up on, featuring 
an unveiling ceremony with 

a presentation by the Hon-
orable Diana Ayala, New 
York City Council deputy 
speaker. The presentation 
was followed by appear-
ances by the Dance Theatre 
of Harlem, Poet Laureate 
of El Barrio Jesús Papoleto 
Meléndez, poet Juan Papa 
Santiago, the Dominican 
Folklore Dance Troupe, 
the Caribbean-American 
Sports and Youth Move-
ment Steel Orchestra and 

many more notable com-
munity members. 

The street naming was 
approved last summer by 
the New York City Council, 
and the renaming initiative 
was spearheaded by Aya-
la; Taina Traverso; Nina M 
Saxon and Deborah Qui-
nones, who cofounded the 
Cicely Tyson Street Renam-
ing and Landmark Commit-
tee. The committee gathered 
dozens of signatures for its 
petition requesting the hon-

or from numerous high-pro-
file individuals and entities, 
including political analyst 
Donna Brazile, El Mu-
seo del Barrio, El Barrio’s 
Artspace PS 109, Landmark 
East Harlem and the New 
York Alumnae Chapter of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc., where Tyson was an 
honorary member.

Community organiza-
tions like the New York 
Alumnae Chapter of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., 
Com.Org, HHC Metropol-
itan Hospital Center, Hi-
ARTS, Manhattan Com-
munity Board 11, Union 
Settlement and 111th Street 
Old Timers, joined forces 
with the Committee to pro-
duce the free street celebra-
tion. 

Tyson, born in 1924 to 
parents from the Caribbe-
an island Nevis, was raised 

at 178 East 101st Street, 
a five-story walk-up be-
tween Lexington and 3rd 
Avenue. She went on to 
garner acclaim on the stage 
and screen, appearing in 
beloved films and televi-
sion programs like Roots, 
Sounder, The Autobiogra-
phy of Jane Pittman, Fried 
Green Tomatoes, and How 
to Get Away with Murder. 
Having earned three Emmy 
Awards, a Tony Award, sev-
eral NAACP Image Awards 
and a Screen Actors Guild 
Award, Tyson was awarded 
the Kennedy Center Honors 
lifetime achievement award 

in 2015, the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom (by 
President Barack Obama) 
in 2016, and an Honorary 
Academy Award in 2018. 
Throughout her life, she 
always shared her love and 
pride for her Harlem roots, 
and it is said that she con-
sidered herself a neighbor-
hood ambassador. Tyson 
died in January 2021 at the 
age of 96, and the street 
renaming will serve as a 
community marker that will 
forever recognize her as a 
daughter of East Harlem, 
who changed the world.

Photos by: Seitu Oronde
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Wendell Pierce Weighs In On Becoming First Black ‘Willy Loman’
By Linda Armstrong

September 17, 2022, is 
a day for the history 
books and Broadway 

Theater, as Wendell Pierce 
became the first Black actor 
to play Willy Loman in Ar-
thur Miller’s classic, “Death 
of a Salesman,” playing at 
the Hudson Theatre. 

Pierce is reprising a role 
he did in 2020 in London’s 
West End. Talking about the 
role, Pierce shares many in-
trospective thoughts. “It’s 
one of the great roles of the 
American cannon, it’s a 
classic. It’s one of the most 
challenging roles, I call it the 
American Hamlet. From the 
technical impact of an actor, 
it’s like climbing Mt. Everett, 
it’s a great challenge. And 
from the other aspect, I think 
of all those men who in-
spired me to be an actor, who 
paved the way for me--Ossie 

Davis, Roscoe Lee Brown, 
Earl Hyman--I think of all 
of them and how they were 
denied this opportunity to 
play the role, because of 
ignorance, a mentality that 
couldn’t conceive of a Black 
man playing the role, and so 
I do it in their honor.

“I also am honored to be in 
that small group of men who 
played the role on Broadway, 
there’s only five—George C. 
Scott, Lee J. Cobbs, Dustin 
Hoffman, Brian Dennehy, 
and Philip Seymour Hoff-
man, and now me, so that’s a 
great honor and I feel a great 
obligation to those men who 
were denied the opportunity, 
to step up to the plate and do 
my best, so that motivates me 
every night.”

Considering the audi-
ence’s perspective of Willy 
Loman and this poignant 
drama, Pierce said, “I think 

that I’m really discovering 
more and more as I peel the 
layers away, it’s a caution-
ary tale, while it’s an indict-
ment of the dysfunction of 
capitalism and the illusion 
of an American dream that 
is unattainable for so many 
people. The real cautionary 
tale is to understand that 
in blind pursuit of materi-
alism, you cannot see the 
wealth that you really have, 
which is the love of family. 
While we perceive some 
materialist wealth, there’s 
the love of family that Lo-
man misses, and the faith 
and the belief in that which 
will give him purpose, 
which will give him some-
thing to live for, he misses 
because he’s on this blind 
pursuit of this illusion of the 
American dream.”

Starring alongside an 
all-Black family cast that 

includes Sharon D Clarke 
as Linda Loman,  McKinley 
Belcher III and Khris Davis 
as their sons, and Andre De 
Shields as Willy’s brother, 
Ben, Pierce talked about 
the significance of this sto-
ry from the Black perspec-
tive. “It amplifies it, it takes 
all of the messages of the 
play and takes it to anoth-
er level. Everyone comes 
in with an understanding 
of the African American 
experience--understanding 
the racism, opposition and 
obstacles that are unique-
ly placed in front of our 
journey amplifies all the 
themes of the play and so 
we don’t have to change a 
thing. There’s one instance 
where it’s said, ‘Oh, Mr. 
Loman, you’d be a lot more 
comfortable back here.’ 
It’s the small micro-ag-
gression Black folks have 

to go through. ‘You don’t 
want to sit out here in the 
main dining room, you’d be 
better back here, it’s more 

private.’ It’s things of that 
nature that ring out.”

Photo courtesy Death of 
Salesman

      CONCEIVED & DIRECTED BY
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Live!
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2022 African American Day Parade Marches Through Harlem

By Lil Nickelson

Every third Sunday 
in September, the 
African American 

Day Parade celebrates with 
participants from at least 12 
states in what is considered 
one of the largest African 
American parades in Amer-
ica. 

The 2022’s 53rd annu-
al African American Day 
Parade, Inc. (AADP) com-
menced on West 110th 
Street and Lenox Avenue 
in Harlem, traveling north 
along Adam Clayton Pow-
ell Boulevard (7th Ave.) 
and ending at West 136th 
Street. 

The main mission of the 
parade is to inspire a world 
where African Americans 
proclaim independence 
within our communities in 
the areas of business, edu-
cation, health, arts/culture 
and politics/government. 

Each year, AADP choos-
es one of these sectors as 
their theme and then invites 
those that have contributed 
to that field to act as their 
Grand Marshals, Marshals, 
and Honorary Guests. 

AADP was back in per-
son this year, and utilizing 
the theme, “Good Health 
is Essential,” honored indi-
viduals that have contribut-
ed to the African American 
community in the field of 
health. This year’s Grand 
Marshals were as follows:

Dr. Sandra Lindsay - 
Director, Patient Care Ser-
vices – Critical Care Divi-
sion at Northwell Health LI 
Jewish Medical Center. She 
was the nurse who received 
the country’s first coronavi-
rus vaccination in the Unit-
ed States.

Dr. Michelle Henry 
- board-certified derma-
tologist and dermatologic 
surgeon. She is currently a 

Clinical Instructor of Der-
matology at Weill Cornell 
Medical College.

Pamela Abner - Vice 
President, Chief Diversity 
Operations Officer, Mount 
Sinai Health System,

Bernard Robinson 
MHA, EMT-P - Director of 
Operations for Northwell 
Health’s Center for Emer-
gency Medical Services

Dr. Gary Butts - Exec-
utive Vice President for 
Diversity, Equity and Inclu-
sion, Mount Sinai Health 
System

This year’s marshals in-
cluded the following digni-
taries:

David C. Banks - Chan-
cellor of the New York City 
Department of Education, 

Nicola Buchanan - As-
sociate Director in the Me-
morial Sloan Kettering Of-
fice of Equality, Diversity 
and Inclusion, 

Behfar Ehdaie, MD, 
Surgeon, Urologic Oncolo-
gy (a surgeon with expertise 
in prostate cancer), and 

Louis Voigt, MD, Chair, 
Ethics Committee, Critical 
Care Intensivist for Memo-
rial Sloan Kettering Can-
cer Center (specializes in 
critical care medicine with 
a background in internal 
medicine and pulmonary 
diseases.) 

The parade had a large 
viewing audience from start 
to finish. People were so 
glad to be out celebrating 
festively. A large contingent 

of VIPs, celebrities, bands, 
community leaders and 
elected officials attended. 
Rev. Al Sharpton prayed 
at the 125th Street viewing 
stand, where WBLS staff, 
including Dr. Bob Lee, 
was stationed announcing 
the parade groups, as they 
passed. 

Elected officials, includ-
ing Mayor Eric Adams, 
U.S. Congressman Adriano 
Espaillat, NYC Comptrol-
ler Brad Linden, Public Ad-
vocate Jumaane Williams, 
NYC Council member 
Gale Brewer, Manhattan 
Borough President Mark 
Levine, along with Dep-
uty Mayor Keisha Sutton 
James, walked the parade 
route. NYS Assemblywom-
an Inez Dickens and former 
U.S. Congressman Charles 
Rangel rode by in a con-
vertible.

Melba’s catered Keith 
Wright’s legendary early 
morning pre-parade break-
fast at Harlem Tavern, 
which was well attended 
by community leaders and 
elected officials.

The African American 
Day Parade, Inc. was found-
ed in 1968, and its organiz-
ers are continuing with the 
mission of showcasing Af-
rican American excellence 
within our beloved Harlem.

Photo credits: Seitu 
Oronde

FOCUS
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Prizes up to $3,000,000 

Recyclable
Tickets

PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY.
You must be 18 years or older to purchase a Lottery ticket. 
Scan here to talk with someone now about your gambling.

Call the HOPEline 1-877-846-7369 or text HOPENY (467369). 
Standard text rates may apply.

The Say Their Names Art Exhibit Comes to New York 

By Lil Nickelson

Recently, the San Di-
ego African American 
Museum of Fine Arts 

(“SDAAMFA”) presented the 
“Say Their Names” memorial 
art exhibition in NYC with an 
inaugural reception.

The exhibit is a ground-
breaking, national initiative, 
that is named after an African 
proverb that tells us that when 
we say the names of loved ones 
we’ve lost, they live on forever. 

The Say Their Names me-
morial exhibition is designed 
to honor countless African 
Americans who have lost their 
lives due to acts of racial 
injustice over the past two 

centuries. This exhibition is 
groundbreaking because it har-
nesses the power of augment-
ed reality, digital photography 
and art. The NY exhibition is 
a collaboration between the 
San Diego African American 
Museum of Fine Art and Har-
lem’s Schomburg Center for 
Research in Black Culture, 
along with other cultural and 
civic institutions in New York 
before embarking on a national 
tour. Appetizers and beverages 
for the evening were lovingly 
catered by Melba’s restaurant.

The Schomburg Center for 
Research in Black Culture put 
together an all-star host com-
mittee to welcome this special 

exhibition to New York City. 
Rev. Jacques Andre DeGraff 
chaired the committee which 
included Arva Rice, Barba-
ra North-Lightning, Cheryl 
Wills, Chester Higgins, Jr., 
Cynthia Copeland, David 
Gonzalez, Deborah Debbie 
Jackson, Dominque Sharpton, 
Dr. Marcella Maxwell, Dyana 
Williams, Helen Shelton, The 
Institute for the Exploration 
of Seneca Village, Joy Ann 
Buren, Joseph Mehr, Kari-
na Mitchell, KC Matthews, 
Kris Bergbom, Lesley Hor-
ton Campbell, Lynn and Ron 
Law, Mercedes Nesfield, Mi-
chelle Miller, Karen Horry and 
Manhattan Community Board 
10, Peter Finn, Rosemonde 
Pierre-Louis, Shaunna Jones 
and Sheryl Huggins Salomon.

Rev. DeGraff opened the 
program by welcoming all at-
tendees and leading us in an in-
vocation prayer and introduced  
mistress of ceremonies, Cheryl 
Wills, Emmy Award-winning 
reporter, and journalist with 
Spectrum News NY1. Cher-

yl  brought on flutist Sana 
Colter, who performed’ Lift 
Every Voice and Sing,” while 
we sang the lyrics. Brief com-
ments were made by officials 
from both museums and select 
host committee members.

In addition, a dedication 
ceremony was held in Central 
Park at 85th Street at what 
had been Seneca Village, a 
settlement of free African 
Americans, created in 1827 
and dismantled to make way 
for Central Park in 1857. The 

virtual exhibit will be housed 
there until Monday, October 
17th. You must download the 
free app Membit on your mo-
bile device first to view the 
50 virtual pedestals and read 
about the individuals and their 
circumstances. Visitors are 
encouraged to use the screen 
recording function in the app 
to show the faces, record a vid-
eo saying the names, and then 
share it on social media with 
#SayTheirNamesNYC.

New Yorkers featured include 

Brooklyn residents Akai Kareem 
Gurley, and Jamel Floyd, Bronx 
residents Amadou Diallo, Deb-
orah Danner, Kalief Browder, 
and Ramarley Graham, Man-
hattan residents Alberta Spruill, 
Layleen Cubilette-Polanco, 
Malik el-Shabazz -Malcolm X, 
and Michael Stewart, Buffalo - 
Buffalo 10, Staten Island - Eric 
Garner, Suffolk County - Kenny 
Lazo, and Rochester - Simran 
Gordon.

Photo Credits: by Gerald 
Peart

Members of Schomburg Center 
host committee with San Diego 
African American Museum’s 
executive director Gaidi Finnie 
(top right)

Dedication ceremony in Seneca Village section 
of Central Park

ARTS
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Dining with Miss Lil at Jalao NYC for Hispanic Heritage Month
By Lil Nickelson

After I attended the 
ribbon-cutting cere-
mony of the Radio 

Hotel on Monday, July 25, 
2022, and tasted the appe-
tizers they served that day, 
I knew I would return when 
Jalao NYC officially opened 
for business. Jalao NYC is lo-
cated on the ground floor of 
the Radio Hotel on the 180th 
Street corner at 2420 Am-
sterdam Avenue. I purposely 
waited for Hispanic Heritage 
Month to come back to taste 
Dominican cuisine.

After living in the Inwood 
section of Manhattan for 20 
years, I know Hispanic cuisine, 
especially Dominican cuisine. 
Inwood is home to the largest 
population of Dominicans in 
the U.S., second only to the 
capital of the Dominican Re-
public. Marisol Rodriguez, the 
editor of Harlem Community 

News En Espanol, joined me 
to celebrate Hispanic heritage 
by breaking bread together. By 
the. way, she’s a fantastic pho-
tographer. 

The Jalao NYC menu 
is a modern twist on tradi-
tional Dominican cuisine. 
Handcrafted Dominican fur-
niture and big leafy plants 
adorn the dining area, while 
the walls are splashed with 
brightly colored murals and 
authentic carnival masks. 
Restaurant manager Manny 
Solano, chose our appetizer 
and dinner entrée dishes, and 
he, as well as his wait staff on 
duty, know the restaurant’s 
menu well. Our waiter rec-
ommended our drinks, and I 
had the Morir Soñando made 
with Tito’s vodka, evaporated 
milk and orange juice, while 
Marisol had a Mercado Mar-
garita made with Patrón sil-
ver tequila, passion fruit, aga-

ve with hibiscus-rosemary 
foam. We both were pleased 
with the signature cocktails 
he recommended. 

Our three appetizers be-
gan with guacamole with 
Pico de Gallo with pome-
granate seeds and Caribbean 
chips, plantain puree and to-
reados (pan-fried chile pep-
pers seasoned with lime juice, 
soy sauce and salt.) Then we 
moved on to bombones de 
yucca. I fell in love with these 
lightly fried yucca croquets 

on top of a delicious chipo-
tle-pineapple criolla sauce. 
When bitten into, the melted 
cheddar cheese softly oozes 
into your mouth. Our third 
dish was chicharron y casaba 
or marinated crispy pork with 
casabe and wasakaka sauce. 
Casabe is a crispy flat bread 
made from yuca flour and 
wasakaka sauce is a savory 
sauce made of fresh parsley 
and lime juice; both are ex-
tremely popular in Domini-
can households. 

Our entrée sections were 
as follows: Coconut Fish 
Fillet - fish fillet on top of 
coconut sauce, roasted red 
pepper, rice with pigeon peas 
and fried plantains and Cos-
tillas Ñoñas - ribs soaked 
in passion fruit BBQ sauce 
with yuca fries and grilled 
corn. We then selected our 
desserts. Marisol chose Ja-
lao’s Cheesecake, made with 
coconut, dulce de leche, ice 
cream, chocolate mousse and 
coconut anglaise, and I chose 

the Clasico Marajete - corn 
custard, ice cream, and cinna-
mon crumble. Everything we 
tasted was scrumptious.

I must admit it was an 
elevated culinary experience 
for me in Dominican cuisine. 
Jalao NYC is currently open 
for dinner service starting at 
5 pm. I plan on heading back 
before it gets too cold to dine 
in their outdoor courtyard. 
Stay in the loop @jalaonyc.

Photo credits: Marisol 
Rodriguez
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Spiritually Speaking
By Lil Nickelson

Various church 
events took place 
in Harlem recently, 

and Harlem News is spread-
ing the good news.

Recently, Rev. Dr. J. G. 
McCann Way was the new 
name unveiled during a cer-
emony at the intersection 
of 123rd Street and Morn-
ingside Avenue to honor 
the late Rev. Dr. Johnnie 
G. McCann Sr., who served 
as Pastor of St. Luke Bap-
tist Church, located at 103 
Morningside Avenue in 
Harlem, for over 25 years 
until his sudden death in 
August 2019. 

Dr. McCann’s testimo-
ny was that God pulled 
him from the streets of the 
Bronx, saved him and ele-
vated him to preaching on 

platforms across the na-
tion so that he could give 
a platform to the voiceless. 
For close to 40 years, Dr. 
McCann taught the word 
of God across the nation 
and abroad in South Afri-
ca, Swaziland, Malawi, and 
Ukraine.

He was the author of 
over 20 books on all fac-

ets of Christian living, 
served as Chaplain for the 
NYC Transit Authority and 
the MTA Police, and held 
leadership positions in the 
United Missionary Baptist 
Association, the Baptist 
Ministers’ Conference of 
Greater New York and Vi-
cinity. 

On another note, the 
church ministries of Abys-
sinian Baptist Church col-
laborated to host their Back 
to School Jubilee in their 
vestry in the church. They 
generously provided neigh-
borhood youths with back-
packs, supplies, haircuts by 
neighborhood barbers, hair 
styling by neighborhood 
hairstylists, and offered 
food, face painting and fun 
for the youth.

Back in July 2022, my 

column informed readers 
about the Empire Baptist 
Missionary Convention of 
New York, Inc.’s fight obe-
sity challenge for this sum-
mer, Strive for 5+ Fruits & 
Vegetables Challenge. This 
was a 4-week challenge 
that started Sunday, July 
31st through Saturday, Au-
gust 27th, 2022. This was 
no easy challenge because 
to qualify, participants had 
to accumulate at least 70 
points in a two-week ses-
sion (5 servings/ x 7 days/ 
week = 35 servings x 2 
weeks = 70 servings.

An “I Accepted the 
Challenge” drawing event 
took place on Monday, Au-
gust 15th and Sunday, Au-
gust 29th for 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd place prizes. The prizes 
awarded for 1st place- air 

fryer or George Foreman 
grill, 2nd place- Blender, 
and 3rd place- Gift card 
for bags of fruits and veg-
etables. Every person who 
increased their intake of 
fruits and vegetables was a 
winner.

The prize winners from 
the first two weeks that 
ran from Sunday, July 31, 
2022, to Saturday, August 
13, 2022, were as follows: 
Grace Oglesby from Amity 
Baptist Church in Queens 
(1st), Denise Nobles from 
Antioch Baptist Church 
in Rochester (2nd) and 
Minister Caura Washing-
ton from New Mount Zion 
Baptist Church in Harlem 
(3rd). 

The prize winners from 
the second two weeks that 
ran from Sunday, August 
14, 2022, through Saturday, 
August 28, 2022, were as 
follows: Melainie Carter 
from Livingstone Baptist 

Church in Brooklyn (1st), 
Alton Armwood from Mt. 
Lebanon Baptist Church in 
Peekskill (2nd) and Mona 
Richardson from Pilgrim 
Baptist Church in Buffalo 
(3rd).

Photo credits: – from 
EBMC’s Facebook page

CHURCH NEWS
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PONDER THIS! The Mask Put It on the Eyes

By Hazel Rosetta Smith

There was a time 
when it was all 
about the smile. 

The broader it was, the 
brighter the reaction to 
it. A simple smile from 
across the way could 
make your day. You do 
not have to show teeth 
to smile. Upon your 

command, your lips 
will slowly spread side 
to side and mesh into 
a warm expression, or 
the opposite.

Surely, we remem-
ber when the smile lost 
its prominence behind 
a rectangular piece of 
cloth for coronavirus 
precautionary protocol. 
The mask became the 
substitute for expres-
sion. We could pout, 
purse, and suck our lips 
without criticism. But, 
along the way, we lost 
a sense of sweetness 
in greeting one anoth-
er, along with the hug, 
that simple embrace 
that we did not realize 
meant so much. 

So here we are, over 
two years since the 

mask made its grand 
debut and faces have 
reappeared. Rather, 
some faces have reap-
peared. Many people 
continue to practice 
safety measures when 
out in shopping areas, 
at community gather-
ings, and church, and 
I include myself in 
that collaboration. The 
situation at hand must 
be without judgment 
of others, merely fo-
cusing on what feels 
comfortable and right 
to you. 

Though the wear-
ing of a mask is still 
important to me, it is 
not the focus of my 
mindset. I am pay-
ing close attention to 
how the mask moved 

the importance of fa-
cial expression to the 
eyes. Rolling the eyes 
in exasperation has 
been considered rude 
and disrespectful in 
the Black culture and 
could result in a swift 
tongue lashing or swat 
of the hand by a parent. 
Squinting of the eyes 
can be an accusatory 
attitude, not just a sign 
of poor eyesight.

A blank stare of the 
eyes can be taken as 
disinterest or blatant 
boredom in conversa-
tion. And we all know 
how the eyes can com-
municate deep feelings 
and flirtatious mean-
derings of the mind 
when allowed to flow 
freely. 

Cosmetic compa-
nies have always been 
successful, but imag-
ine how eye makeup 
has pounced into dec-
orative splendor since 
the mask placed full 
attention on that small 
area of the face, to ap-
ply full expression and 
color. Even eyebrows 
took a bow and de-
signer eyeglasses, and 
exotic frames, took a 
boost in sales, as well. 

As you move about 
in social circles and 
continue to follow 
what has become your 
personal decision on 
virus avoidances of 
all kinds, it would be-
hoove all of us to take 
notice of how much 
of what we are think-

ing is revealed in what 
our eyes are reflect-
ing. Without a word 
spoken, your eyes are 
speaking loud and clear 
and that may not be the 
message you want to 
deliver. Let your eyes 
be the smile you are 
spreading wherever 
you are.

[Hazel Rosetta 
Smith is a journalist, 
playwright, and artis-
tic director for Help 
Somebody Theatrical 
Ministries. Retired, 
former Woman's Edi-
tor and Managing Ed-
itor of the New York 
Beacon. Contact: mis-
shazel@twc.com and 
online at www.hazelro-
settasmith.com]
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The boosters are 
stronger now.

The latest COVID-19 boosters protect against the omicron 
variants. All New Yorkers 12 years and older should get a 
new bivalent COVID-19 booster today. To learn more, visit 

nyc.gov/vaccinefinder or call 877-VAX-4NYC.
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AUDREY’S SOCIETY WHIRL
Idris Elba Slays In 'Beast'

By Audrey J. Bernard 
Society Editor

Universal’s adren-
aline-fueled sur-
vival thriller 

“Beast,” directed by expe-
riential filmmaker Baltasar 
Kormákur, and starring 
handsome hulk Idris Elba 
with Sharlto Copley, Iyana 
Halley and Leah Jeffries, 
drew a lion’s share at the 
box office, placing second 
place in its debut. 

The new murder mys-
tery about a father and his 
two teenage daughters who 
find themselves hunted by a 
massive rogue lion intent on 
proving that the savannah 
has but one apex predator, 
is entertaining, to say the 
least! Imagine Elba fighting 
a massive rogue lion with 
just his fists and kicking 
him with his shoes. As un-
believable as it sounds, it 
will still cause you to jump 
out of your seat, especially 
when the blood-thirsty lion 

drags Elba across the grass-
land. 

At the animated screen-
ing I attended, Elba’s fe-

male fans were literally 
threatening the lion as if 
the beast could hear them. 

How dare he! When the 
larger-than-life lion wasn’t 
scaring you to hell and try-
ing to devour Elba and his 

daughters, there were many 
tender father/daughter mo-
ments of love, loss, loyalty, 
trust and courage to view on 
the big screen.

SYNOPSIS: Elba plays 
Dr. Nate Samuels, a recently 
widowed husband, who re-
turns to South Africa, where 
he first met his wife, on a 
long-planned trip with their 
daughters, to a game reserve 
managed by Martin Battles 
(Sharlto Copley, Russian 
Doll series, Maleficent), an 

old family friend and wild-
life biologist. But what be-
gins as a journey of healing, 
jolts into a fearsome fight 
for survival when a lion, a 
survivor of blood-thirsty 

poachers, who now sees all 
humans as the enemy, begins 
stalking them. Iyana Halley 
(The Hate U Give, This is 
Us series) plays Samuels’ 
18-year-old daughter, Mere-

dith, and Leah Jeffries (Rel 
series, Empire series) plays 
his 13-year-old, Norah. 

(World Premiere photos 
by Angela Weiss/AFP via 
Getty Images)Scene shots from Beast (Universal)

Cast and crew attend the world premiere of Beast at the Museum of Modern Art 
on August 8, 2022, in New York City (Premiere Photos by Angela Weiss-AFP via 
Getty Images)

Actor Idris Elba and wife actress Sabri-
na Khowre Iyana Halley, Idris Elba and Leah Jeffries

Heather Hayslett and 
Will Packer

Idris Elba and wife Sabrina 
Elba

Idris Elba with daughter 
Isan

Director Baltasar Kormakur and Sunneva Asa Weis-
shappel

SOCIETY
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Getting back to the dentist couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
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FREE
Information Kit

Obamas Unveil Their Portraits
By Darlene Superville 
The Associated Press

Former President Barack 
Obama and his wife 
Michelle, returned to 

the White House for the un-
veiling of official portraits with 
a modern vibe: him standing 
expressionless against a white 
background, and her seated on 
a sofa in the Red Room, wear-
ing a formal light blue dress.

“Barack and Michelle, 
welcome home,” Presi-
dent Joe Biden said before 
he invited the Obamas to 
the stage to unveil the por-
traits. Some in the audience 
gasped, and others applaud-
ed.

Robert McCurdy, the 
artist whom Barack Obama 
selected to paint his portrait 
says the “stripped down” 
style of his works helps cre-
ate an “encounter” between 
the person in the painting 

and the person looking at 
it. He likes to present his 
subjects without any facial 
expression and standing 
against a white background, 
which is how America’s 
44th and first Black pres-
ident will be seen here for 
posterity, in a black suit and 
gray tie.

The former first lady 
chose artist Sharon Sprung 
for her portrait.

The portraits do not look 
like any others in the col-
lection to which they will 
be added, in terms of style 
and substance.

McCurdy told the White 
House Historical Associa-
tion for the latest edition of 
its “1600 Sessions” podcast, 
that his style is “stripped 
down for a reason.” He’s 
also done portraits of South 
Africa’s Nelson Mandela, 
Amazon’s Jeff Bezos and 

the Dalai Lama, among oth-
ers.

“They have plain white 
backgrounds, nobody ges-
tures, nobody — there are 
no props because we’re 
not here to tell the story 
of the person that’s sitting 
for them,” McCurdy said. 
“We’re here to create an en-
counter between the viewer 
and the sitter.”

He compared the tech-
nique to a session with a 
psychiatrist in which the 
patient and doctor tell each 
other as little as possi-
ble about themselves, “so 
that you can project onto 
them.”

“And we’re doing the 
same thing with these 
paintings,” McCurdy said. 
“We’re telling as little about 
the sitter as possible so that 
the viewer can project onto 
them.”

McCurdy works from a 
photograph of his subjects, 
selected from hundreds of 
images. He spends a year 
to 18 months on each por-
trait and said he knows he’s 
done, “when it stops irritat-
ing me.”

The former first lady 
chose artist Sharon Sprung 
for her portrait. Sprung de-
scribed feeling as though 

she was in a “comedy 
sketch” when she met with 
the Obamas in the Oval Of-
fice.

Sprung worked on the 
portrait for eight months, 
day and night, the most 
time she’s ever spent on a 
single painting. She worked 
entirely from photographs 
taken in various locations 
on the State Floor of the 

White House. Getting the 
dress just right was the 
hardest part, she said.

“The color was so beau-
tiful and really wanted to 
get the strength of the color 
and the light,” said Sprung, 
who has done portraits of 
the late Rep. Patsy Mink, 
D-Hawaii, and Jeannette 
Rankin of Montana, the first 
woman elected to Congress.

Former President Barack Obama kisses his wife former first lady Michelle Obama 
after they unveiled their official White House portraits. 
AP Photo/Andrew Harnik

BLACK HISTORY
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Answers to Puzzle on page 21

Urbanology: The African Influence on Hispanic Culture  

by W.A. Rogers
September 15th 

through October 15, 2022, 
are the dates for Hispan-
ic Heritage Month 2022. 
In celebration of Hispan-
ic Heritage Month, HCN 
just published a Latinx on 
Broadway issue posting the 
names and pictures of the 
many Latinx performing in 
Broadway plays. (Latinx is 
a new gender-neutral word 

that I just learned.)
There has always been 

an African influence in 
Hispanic culture. It is com-
mon knowledge that over 
150 million Latin Amer-
icans have some African 
ancestry. When we look 
at history, we see that the 
Moors {who were Black 
Africans} ruled Spain for 
over 800 years, from 711 to 
1492, we can assume that 
there are larger numbers of 
European Spaniards with 
African ancestors, as well. 

Over 12 million en-
slaved Africans were 
shipped to the Americas 
during the four centuries 
of the slave trade. Close to 
11 million Africans were 
taken to the Caribbean and 
Latin America as slaves, 
with Brazil, Colombia and 
Cuba being the three larg-

est Hispanic countries with 
populations of African de-
scent. 

Puerto Ricans, Domini-
cans, Costa Ricans, Ecua-
dorans, Panamanians and 
Hondurans, have a strong 
African influence in their 
cultures. Belize, Guatema-
la and Nicaragua also have 
large populations of Afri-
can descendants; we can 
see the influence in music, 
food, and religion. Con-
gas, Maracas, Marimbas, 
and Claves were African 
musical instruments intro-
duced to Latin America in 
the 18th and 19th centu-
ries. Santeria is a spiritual 
religion practiced in Cuba 
and Puerto Rico. Its roots 
stem from Nigeria’s Yoru-
ba culture. 

When I was in high 
school, in the early to mid-

60s, Salsa and Mambo 
were very popular dances. 
Before Motown became 
big, Latin music was the 
only music played at house 
parties in Harlem along 
with slow jams. During 
the weekends, we would 
go downtown to the Palla-
dium concert hall to hear 
Latin greats like Johnny 
Pacheco, Eddie and Char-
lie Palmieri, along with 
Tito Puente and Ramon 
Mongo Santamaria. Grow-
ing up in Harlem, there 
was always a connection 
with the Latino communi-
ties due to the music, and 
food similarities. I did not 
realize then it was also 
the African influence that 
brought us together. 

I am not sure if that Af-
ro-Latino connection is as 
strong today as it seemed 

to be when I was younger 
Many may not know that 
during the first Harlem Re-
naissance, Arturo Alfonso 
Schomburg was the main 
contributor to the develop-
ment of Harlem’s Schom-
burg Center for Research 
in Black Culture, one of 
the world’s largest collec-
tion of materials focused 
on African American and 
the African diaspora. Ar-
turo’s dad was Puerto Ri-
cian, and his mother was 
an African from St. Croix. 

During the current po-
litical climate in America, 
the Latino-African con-
nection is very important. 
That is why I was very ex-
cited when Pat Stevenson, 
the publisher of this paper, 
announced that she would 
partner with Quenia Abreu, 
the Dominican founder 

and president of Harlem’s 
Women’s Chamber of 
Commerce, to co-publish 
a new newspaper entitled, 
Uptown En Español.

The newspaper is fo-
cused on news items sim-
ilar to HCN in both En-
glish and Spanish. It will 
be circulated in East Har-
lem, West Harlem, Ham-
ilton Heights, Washington 
Heights, Inwood, Marble 
Hill, and the Bronx. I hope 
that Uptown En Español. 
will help continue to build 
on the long-standing rela-
tionship between the Black 
and Hispanic communi-
ties, by reporting on the 
common interest of both 
cultures. 

HERBS ARE NATURE'S MEDICINE 

By Zakiyyah

BASIL AND APPLE 
JUICE--I used to suffer from 
severe hay fever, allergies 
and conjunctivitis. This is 
one of my favorite formulas 
that helped me eliminate all 
of those symptoms. Add 1 
tsp of basil (dried) to 8oz of 
apple juice; shake vigorously 
and drink copious amounts – 
3-5 glasses daily. Because 
it is a systemic cleanser, it 
helps to control and elimi-
nate allergies. 

CELERY SEED--Sipped 
slowly in a tea, it is a strong 
morning stimulant. It will 
improve appetite, relieve 
hives and hysteria, and is 
good for nervousness/hy-
peractivity (with equal parts 
skullcap). If taken one hour 
before retiring, it will ease 

insomnia, ease lung conges-
tion (flavored with a little 
peppermint), and with Da-
miana, ease symptoms of 
Rheumatism. 

BAY LEAVES-- For 
cramps, take as a warm tea; 
for dandruff, use tea as a 
hair rinse; to treat nail fun-
gus, soak nails in a strong 
decoction; for indigestion, 
take a tea with meals; for 
rheumatism and sprains, use 
the essential oil extract or 
tincture applied externally 
(better when used with heat). 
Also, if you have a tooth-
ache, use the oil on a cotton 
ball placed on the side of the 
cavity. And if you’d like to 
treat vaginitis/uterine infec-
tion, use a strong decoction 
as a douche.

. . . MAKE NATURE’S 
MEDICINE YOUR OWN

This information is de-
signed to help you balance 
your natural healing ener-
gies, and is neither intended 
as a diagnosis nor a cure, 
and is not a substitute for 
medical supervision. ENER-
GETIC( NO-PAIN) PRANIC 
FACE LIFT: https://tinyurl.
com/y3aldpzv; phone: 347-
407-4312, email: theherbal-
ist1750@gmail.com; blog: 
www.herbsarenaturesmed-
icine.blogspot.com. To pre-
view my book: booklaunch.
io/Zakiyyah/theenergeticsof-
herbs.
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THEME: FINISH 
THE LYRICS 
 
ACROSS 
1. Fake deal 
5. Dashboard acronym 
8. Oxen connector 
12. Guesstimate phrase 
(2 words) 
13. Give a darn 
14. Exhibitionist 
15. It’s OTAN in French 
16. Carbon monoxide 
lacks this 
17. Geometry class prop 
18. *Lou Reed: “She 
says, “Hey babe, take a 
walk on the ____ ____” 
20. European “curtain” 
21. Mustangs, e.g. 
22. Campaign pro 
23. Cause of wheezing 
26. Men’s Colonial 
headgear 
30. Fib 
31. *Bon Jovi: “Take 
my hand, we’ll make it I 
swear. Woah, livin’ on a 
____” 
34. The only thing to 

fear? 
35. Small and round, 
eyes description 
37. Future fish 
38. Alabama civil rights 
site 
39. Tangelo 
40. Shape clay, e.g. 
42. James Corden’s 
network 
43. Awaited deliverer 
45. Same as lathees 
47. 0 meridian acronym 
48. World-weary 
50. Prefix with legal 
52. *Aerosmith: “Sing 
with me, sing for the 
year. Sing for the ____” 
55. Siberian prison 
56. Pakistani language 
57. *Dionne Warwick: 
“I think I’m going out of 
my ____” 
59. Rapidly 
60. Cheese app 
61. “Cogito, ____ sum” 
62. Diamond’s corner 
63. European Economic 
Community 
64. Whiskey grain, pl. 

DOWN 
1. *Kansas: “Carry on, 
my wayward ____” 
2. “Stick in one’s ____” 
3. Italian wine region 
4. Dough 
5. *The Buggles: “Video 
killed the ____” 
6. Cattle controls 
7. Bébé’s mother 
8. *Elton John: “And it 
seems to me you lived 
____ ____” 
9. Capital of Norway 
10. Hiking sandals 
brand 
11. Mess up 
13. Show’s other star 
14. Rap sheet listing 
19. Negative house 
description 
22. p in #5 Across 
23. Michael Jackson’s 
“Thriller”, e.g. 
24. Military blockade 
25. Bluish greens 
26. Banana leftover 
27. ____’s, grape jelly 
brand 
28. Many iambs 

29. *Guns N’ Roses: 
“Take me down to the 
paradise city where the 
____” 
32. Missouri capital 
tourist attraction 
33. *ABBA: “Waterloo - 
knowing my fate is to be 
with ____” 
36. *Queen: “You got 
mud on your face, you 
big ____” 
38. Hiding place 
40. Aptitude test acro-
nym 
41. Black Death 
44. Picture 
46. Restraint 
48. Ballet rail 
49. Playful 
50. Immature butterfly 
51. Unfortunately, excla-
mation 
52. Jiffy’s grease 
53. Spooky 
54. Uncontrollable 
anger 
55. Loquacious person’s 
gift 
58. Not don’ts

See answers on page 20 and 22

DON’T 
MISS 

ANOTHER 
ISSUE

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY!  

GO TO 

PAGE 23 
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WYNN Optics
“We are offering a wonderful experience

and an opportunity to become family”

Wynn Optics  
167 Lenox Avenue @ 118th Street    |   212-222-6100
Most Insurance, Unions, Medicaid and Medicare Plans Accepted

$45 Children Eye Exam

$150 Children Glasses 
(2 pairs of polycarbonate 
lenses)

$109 Packages (includes 
exam, frames and lenses)

$199 Frames, exam 
and crizal (antiglare lenses)

$125 Contact lenses fitting 
w/ trial pair

"American Sirens: The Incredible Story 
of the Black Men Who Became America's 
First Paramedics" by Kevin Hazzard
REVIEW by Terri Schlichenmeyer, Harlem Community News 
contributor

You can’t not look for 
the whoop!

When that sound 
registers in your brain, let’s 
face it: you’re gonna rubber-
neck. You wonder if some-
one you know is inside that 
whooping vehicle, in an ac-
cident, or worse. You might 
even thank a higher power 
that it’s not you in there. And 
once you’ve read “American 
Sirens” by Kevin Hazzard, 
you’ll think of the heroes in 
the back of that ambulance.

When John Moon saw 
what was happening to the old 
homeless man on the street, he 
carefully stepped in, assuring 
the police that he could help. 
He knew the old man; ad-

mired the guy, and had looked 
up to him once, as a mentor.

The man was a hero.
Moon had met the guy 

in 1971, back when he was 
working a dead-end job as a 
hospital orderly. One after-
noon, he watched in awe as 
two impressive Black men in 
white uniforms swooped into 
the hospital and took charge 
of a patient, leaving as un-
shakably as they’d arrived. 
They wore sewn-on Freedom 
House patches, and Moon 
knew instantly that he want-
ed in on whatever they were 
doing.

Before then, ambulance 
service was a whole different 
thing in America. If you had 

a medical emergency, you 
called police or funeral direc-
tors to get you to a hospital. 
If you were in a medical cri-
sis, tough luck; they weren’t 
trained for that. If you lived 
in Pittsburgh’s Hill area, you 
called an ambulance service 
that was run by Black men 
who did their best with what 
they had – until Peter Safar 
met the men of that ambulance 
service, Freedom House.

Born in Vienna, a survivor 
of Nazi Germany, Dr, Safar 
had spent his life studying 
ways to keep people from 
dying of things he could 
fix. He’d invented a lifesav-
ing method called CPR and 
he taught it to anyone who 
wanted to learn, but it wasn’t 
enough. No, Safar was sure 
that if he put together a team 
of individuals, trained them, 
organized them, and give 
them wheels, they could save 
even more lives...

Someone’s screaming 
into a phone. Someone else 
is panicking. Emotions are 
high, it’s pure chaos, it’s what 
happens in a medical emer-
gency. “American Sirens” 
is quite a bit less frantic, and 
that’s okay.

Yes, there are a few 
true-medicine-type tales 
inside this book, but more 
than anything, author Kevin 
Hazzard tells a tale of hero-

ism performed by men and 
women, done during and de-
spite discouraging frustration 
caused by politics and rac-
ism. The depth of the latter, 
and the lengths to which the 
former went to end Freedom 
House, are quite shocking, 
even given the times.

This slice of a his-
tory book is perfect for 
true-medicine fans, but 
adrenaline junkies might 
like it, too. If that’s you, 
then “American Sirens” 
will make you whoop.

“American Sirens: The 
Incredible Story of the 
Black Men Who Became 
America’s First Paramed-
ics” by Kevin Hazzard

c.2022, Hachette Books 
$30.00 336 pages

SUDOKU  
ANSWERS

American Sirens author
CREDIT Bonnie J Heath 
Photography
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AUTO DONATIONSAUTO DONATIONS

Drive Out Breast Cancer: Donate a car 
today!  The benefits of donating your 
car or boat:  Fast Free Pickup - 24hr 
Response   Tax Deduction - Easy To 
Do!       Call 24/7:  855-905-4755

AUTO DONATIONSAUTO DONATIONS
Wheels For Wishes benefiting Make-
A-Wish® Northeast New York. Your 
Car Donations Matter NOW More 
Than Ever! Free Vehicle Pick Up ANY-
WHERE.  We Accept Most Vehicles 
Running or Not.  100% Tax Deductible.  
Minimal To No Human Contact.  Call: 
(877) 798-9474.  Car Donation Foun-
dation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. www.
wheelsforwishes.org.

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAININGEDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills 
to become a Computer & Help Desk 
Professional now! Grants and Schol-
arships available for certain programs 
for qualified applicants. Call CTI for 
details! 844-947-0192 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET). Computer with internet is 
required.

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAININGEDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work 
in months! Call 855-543-6440. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET). Computer with internet 
is required.

FINANCEFINANCE
ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE 
ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & 
bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve 
tax debt FAST. Call 888-869-5361 
(Hours:  Mon-Fri 7am-5pm PST)

HEALTHHEALTH
ATTENTION VIAGRA USERS: Ge-
neric 100mg blue pills or generic 
20mg yellow pills. Get 45 plus 5 free 
$99 + S/H. Call Today. 877-707-5523

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED
Experienced Advertising Sales Repre-
sentative wanted to sell print advertis-
ing space in community newspapers in 
Harlem, Queens, Brooklyn and Bronx. 
Salary + commission.  If no experience, 
but willing to learn, will train while on 
commission only. Send resume to har-
lemnewsinc@aol.com

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED
Experienced Journalist/Editorial Di-
rector for community newspapers. 
Part time/ freelance. At least 2 years 
experience covering stories in New 
York City. Send resume to harlem-
newsinc@aol.com  

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED
Financial Analyst (accounts) sought 
by medical practice w/t Master of 
Business Administration degree + 6 
months of work experience in job of-
fered or Accounting (in lieu the office 
will accept Bachelors degree of Busi-
ness Administration  or Accounting + 

5 years of work experience in job offer 
or accounting) to analyze the compa-
ny’s financial operations and account-
ing transactions; analyze businesses’ 
profitability evaluating overall financ-
es of the medical practices evaluating 
charges, collections, adjustments and 
write offs; review business’s gross & 
net accounts receivables and assess 
all statistics; prepare financial plan to 
recommend budgeting; review man-
aged care plans to assess profitabil-
ity and reassess for potential re-ne-
gotiations; compile P&L statements 
and prepare quarterly taxes using 
QuickBooks and aid and report to the 
company’s CPA on semi-annual and 
annual basis. Wk. 40 hours / week. 
M-F – apply to Rajesh Bhatnagar 
Physician P.C. 1250 Waters Place 
Ste# 1203, Bronx NY 10461, or email 
- rbhatnagarmd@yahoo.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts available. 
Call: 866-393-3636

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT

Never Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Complete Care Home 
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 
DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 
FREE Months! 866-440-6501

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT
The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus 
battery storage system. SAVE mon-
ey, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power 
your home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-888-871-0194

LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lee Heritage 
Media LLC
Lee Heritage Media LLC filed Articles 
of Organization with the New York De-
partment of State on 6/13/2022 Office 
location: Manhattan County. The New 
York Secretary of State is designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served an is directed to 
forward service of process to 508 East 
117th St 2nd Fl NY NY 10035

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS
DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12 

months with CHOICE  Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, news 
& entertainment anywhere. First 
3 months of HBO Max, Cinemax, 
Showtime, Starz and Epix included! 
Directv is #1 in Customer Satisfaction 
(JD Power & Assoc.) Some restric-
tions apply. Call 1-888-534-6918

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS
Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today.   15% off and 0% fi-
nancing for those who qualify. PLUS 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-763-2379

TV INTERNET PHONETV INTERNET PHONE
BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price 
Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 chan-
nels and 3 months free premium movie 
channels! Free next day installation! Call 
888-508-5313

TV INTERNET PHONETV INTERNET PHONE
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + 
$14.95 High Speed Internet.  Free In-
stallation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply.  
Promo Expires 1/21/23. 1-866-595-6967

We Buy Records
Top $$$ Paid

Jazz, Soul, Latin, Rock, Salsa 33’s 45’s 78’s

Call Al 201-281-5604

Digital copy in email for 52 weeks $25 ___ Mail To: Harlem Community Newspapers, Inc.. P.O. Box #1775, NY NY 10027
or go to harlemcommunitynews.com to subscribe online

Tell us which edition you’d like(please check one)
Harlem____   Bronx____   Brooklyn____    Queens____

To ensure prompt delivery, please print the following information

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Make check or money order payable to: HARLEM NEWS GROUP, INC.. Thank You
24 issues $29.95 44 issues  $49.95 (for postage & handling)

Mastercard Visa Acct # Exp Date

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY

“Good News You
Can Use”

and get

Harlem Community Newspapers, Inc
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Do not have sex or other intimate 
contact if you or your partners have 

a new rash or sores, feel sick, or were 
recently exposed to monkeypox.

Frequently wash your hands, 
bedding, towels and other  

shared items.

Monkeypox is a disease that can cause painful rashes and sores on your 
body. It is a virus that can easily spread through direct contact with a rash 

or sores of someone who has monkeypox. It can also spread through shared 
clothing, bedding, and other items, and prolonged face-to-face contact.

For more information, including about vaccine eligibility, visit 
nyc.gov/monkeypox or scan the QR code. Text “MONKEYPOX” 
to 692-692 for the most up-to-date information.

PROTECT YOURSELF AND OTHERS FROM

MONKEYPOX

Talk to a health care provider 
about testing, pain management 

or treatment if you have 
monkeypox symptoms.

Get vaccinated if you may  
have been recently exposed  

to monkeypox.


